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L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  E d i t o r    

 b y  A m y  M c E n t i r e  

Welcome to another newsletter and another season. 
Winter has arrived and with it lots of cold weather.  With 
our wonderful trade, carvers are forced to work out in it.  
Wearing proper gear is important.  With today's technology we 
can stay warm and still have the ability to move around freely.  
I have done a little research and added a few items to the 
guildôs online store that seem to be reasonably priced.  You 
can order these items through the guildôs Amazon Associates 
store at the bottom of the guildôs online store page under the 
category winter gear at:    www.theccsg.com/Store.htm    
Your purchases will not only keep you warm, but help support 
the guild.   Also, if there is an item you think should be added 
let me know by emailing me at ammy@charter.net 
   Winter also means that the guildôs annual meeting is coming 
up very soon.  Once again it will be held during the Burning 
Bear Festival in Ocean Shores WA on January 22nd.  Every-
one is welcomed!   Please note that the date for Burning Bear 
has changed since the last printed issue which had the 29th 
listed as the date, but now has change to the 22nd of January.   
     Another event coming up is the ever popular carvers    
Rendezvous in Ridgway PA.  It seems to grow bigger, better 
and stronger with each year.  This last April the Vous received 
the 2009 PA Governors Award for the Arts!  This event is well 
know around the world and brings carvers new and old from 
all parts of the globe, all thanks to a very creative family, the 
Boniôs.  This years event will be even more promising than 
years past.  Be sure to sign up at:  
www.chainsawrendezvous.org   
   I included Rick Boniôs article about a past Vous from the first 
issue in 2005 in the Blast from the Past page in honor of the 
upcoming event on page 6. 

The Cutting Edge  
240 Frosty LN 

Selah, WA  98942 
509-697-8853 

jacknamy@charter.net 

Amy McEntire - Editor 
Jack McEntire - Coeditor 

 
The Cascade Chainsaw Sculptors Guild exists to foster support for the art 
and craft of chainsaw carving by encouraging communication between carvers 
through every means possible, including newsletters, websites, forums, meet-
ings, demonstrations, mutual support and the preservation of our history. 

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t   
b y  J a c k  M c E n t i r e  

   OK, the Christmas rush is 
over and the New Year 
awaits.  Now is the time when 
I reflect on the lifestyle Iôve 
chosen and the carving com-
munity in general.  It can be 
gritty and exhausting work, 
but the rewards are  tran-
scendent. 
   I love the arrival of the new 
carvers with their enthusiasm 
and will miss the camaraderie 
of departed old pros.   For 
me,  our loss of Jim Petrillo  
represents one of  the  peo-
ple I will miss.  I first met Jim 
when I went to the Vous in 

ó09 .  At the welcome dinner I was talking to Jim and 
Christine when I had to leave early and felt I had 
missed something.  In ó10 I made sure to engage with 
them again and we stayed until we were the last carv-
ers there.  Iôm  enriched by that decision and weôll all 
miss his gregarious welcoming presence this year. 
   Like Amy says, the annual guild meeting will be at 
Burning Bear on Jan. 22nd, and as usual weôll be 
holding our elections during the meeting.   Weôre  tak-
ing nominations for Board Members now and the elec-
tion will take place there.  I am heartened by the 
growth of carver participation and believe the trend will 
grow. 
   Hereôs some New Yearôs resolutions you might want 
to mull over.  If youôve never tried doing art give it a 
shot.  If youôre doing finish work try doing the sculpture 
yourself.  If you carve as a hobby try to do it commer-
cially.  If you do it part time try to ditch the day job and 
do it full time.  If you do it full time enjoy your dream 
job. 

  

¶ Chainsaw    

Carving Bars 
 

¶ 1/4 Pitch Chain & 

Sprockets 
 

¶ Carving Tools 
 

¶ Wood Filler 
 

¶ Borate Rods 
 

¶ Wood Finishes 
 

¶ Books, DVDôs, 
Videos 

 
www.LogHomeStore.com  

503-843-3608 or 
800-827-1688 (in US) 
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http://www.theccsg.com/Store.htm
mailto:ammy@charter.net?subject=Add%20to%20Guild%20Store%20Please
http://www.chainsawrendezvous.org
Contemporary%20American%20Art%20by%20Fabian%20Bruske
http://www.chainsawcarving.net/
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   All of us decided to get 
together and do some carv-
ing, for an upcoming event, 
the Eagle Festival carving 
show. Everyone arrived 
around 9:00am, coffee was 
brewing, and we were on 
our way to having a great 
day. Christine and Glen 
Kelly arrived, with Curtis 
Chappell, as well as Evan 
Anderson. I was working on 
the 10ft eagle, being do-
nated to the city of Arlington, 
for Eagle fes-
tival. Chris-
tine was on a 
new bear 
carving, with 
Glen finishing 
her snow-
man. Curtis   
was carving 
an eagle, and 
Evan was 
working on a 

maple bench for his 
son. 
   It was a wonderful 
feeling, when all of 
us started the chain-
saws. Even though 
itôs new to me, I truly 
have become an addict to this chainsaw 
carving life style of ours - all of us working 
on some different stage of carving it was 
quite amazing. Evan, my husband, and Glen 
Kelly, who details for his wife, not realizing 
they have became carvers. I realized that couples 
can have fun at working together, achieving a 
goal, with the pay-off of creating something won-
derful. The joy of creating a carving, is hard to ex-
plain. Knowing that God has given us each a dif-
ferent part in the whole picture. I truly love having 

friends in the carving world. We are all connected, and it feels like one big family! 
  We are all excited about the upcoming carving show, in Arlington on February 
4th and 5th . Carving eagles, for Eagle Fest will be quite a joy! Arlington will be 
having a special presentation of the 10ô eagle I am carving when itôs given to the 
City. I am hoping they choose the spot I have requested, which is the first round-
about in Arlington. Whoever would of thought, starting on a small bear and learn-
ing the ropes would turn into such an adventure!      
 Thank you!  Debbie Anderson 

A r l i n g t o n  G e t  T o g e t h e r  s t o r y &  p h o t o s  b y  D e b b i e  A n d e r s o n  

Debbie Anderson and one of her eagle carvings.   

Above Christine Kelly and Debbie with their wooden 
snowmen. Below is one of the snowmen finished out. 

Curtis Chappell carving out his eagle 

Even Anderson finding out heôs actually a 
chainsaw carver! 

Glen Kelly finishing out Christineôs 
Snowman 
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   The panorama of art in America was pretty unclear starting from 1900 
till the Second World War.  At the end of 19th century the Universal Ex-
position in Chicago and the Pacific Art Exposition in San Francisco 
ended the American Realism period.  The evolution of industry and the 
assembly line production of objects were the reasons the art déco style 
was born.  It embraced the production of art in different mediums like 
Architecture, Fashion, the design and manufacture of products, as well 
as more conventional art forms.  Cubism spread in America soon after it 
was invented by Picasso and Braque in France.  It came to the US 
through the work of artists like Picabia, Brancusi and Archipenko.  At the 
beginning of the 20th century American sculpture was a heterogeneous 
mixture of the styles of these three different artists. 
   After 1900 Europe saw the rise of artistic streams called Avant-gardes.  

Their purpose was to destroy 
the old and traditional con-
cepts of Art; like the differ-
ence between ófineô arts and 
ódecorativeô arts, or art in-
tended as imitation of reality, 
or art as any artifact from 
any óartistô.  The streams 
called Avant-garde were: 
Cubism, Expressionism, Ab-
stractionism, Dadaism, Fu-
turism and Surrealism.  They 
follow one after the other 
starting from 1910 till 1940. 
   After the end of the Sec-
ond World War the whole of 
Europe endured a huge eco-
nomic and cultural crisis.  
The Avant-gardes had al-
ready suffered under the harshly restricted regimes of the Nazis, 
Fascists, and Communists, so many artists decided to leave 
Europe for America thereby moving the center of Contemporary Art 
from Europe, the old continent, to the U.S, the new continent. 
   In the 50s Americaôs political and economic power was on the 
rise.  It was in this fertile environment that the first American Con-
temporary Art movement called Abstract Expressionism arose.  
This stream was largely composed of painters, but there were a 
few artists who practiced sculpture like Chamberlain, Voulkos, and 
Maison. 
   Features of this movement were to avoid the use of sketches or 
drawings before painting or sculpting and to not represent reality.  
Their guiding principle was based on free and instinctive expres-
sion from the artist, to create an object that represents the emo-
tional state of the artist.  For the Abstract Expressionists the pin-
point of art was to let the unconscious express itself through the 
nonchalant creation of the artist. 
   The stream achieved success soon after it was born because it 
suited the social and cultural environment of 1950s America. The 

T h e  C u t t i n g  E d g e  

C o n t e m p o r a r y  A m e r i c a n  A r t  P a r t  2  b y  F a b i a n  B r u s k e  

óThe Endless Columnô as restored after 2000.   
Created in Romania in 1938 by Brancusi.  

Picture by Dalf from Wikipedia 

Sculpture by Peter Voulkos Clay with iron glazes 1959.  
Picture from sfmoma.org  
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New Deal program of Roosevelt and the expanding politics of 
the Truman Era pushed American economic and social devel-
opment.  At the same time it reinforced American societyôs ide-
als and principles. Additionally, the faith Abstract Expression-
ists had in instinct was well suited to American society's faith 
in ideals. 
   Abstract Expressionism was divided into two different cate-
gories: the Action Painting of Pollock, and Color Field who's 
largest artist was Willem de Kooning. 
   The Color Field stream arose into two cities. In New York the 
movement developed thanks to two important personae: the 
art critic Clement Greeneberg who promoted most artists of 
the stream, and Piet Mondrian the Dutch artist who handed 
down the concept of abstract art from Europe when he moved 
to America. 
   Washington DC was the other epicenter city of American 
Color Field.  There the stream developed mostly because of 
Cèzanne's art, but also thanks to the influence of New York 
artists. Cezanneôs paintings were the only kind of Contempo-
rary Art that existed in the city.  
   Fabianôs series will continue in our next issue. Sculpture by John Chamberlain, óNut Crackerô 1958 Painted Steal.  

Picture from Allan Stone Gallery    

   Assailed by the lost winds of time, I fly my big yellow box like a kite across America in search of creativity, love 
and happiness.  My journey has taken me far and wide, up and over, down and thru, above and across.  Iôve seen 
rivers, lakes, oceans and seas.  Iôve been on planes, trains, trucks, ferries, helicopters, vans and broken down 
autos without a plan.  Iôve been searched and researched at every security stop along the way.  Seems like every-
one is kinda scared today.  Iôve met friendly people everywhere I go and am always sad to leave and follow the 
show.  It's been a year and half on the road now, with a couple stops here and there with people whom I care.  
Hereôs some highlights Iôd like to share. 
   If bit by a spider, put an onion on it.  If covered in pine sap, butter will get rid of it. 
 I found love and learned who I am.  Iôve been to ICU's wondering what to do when a pregnant daughter develops 
a brain abscess.  Prayer was the only choice I confess.  Iôve seen the middle of nowhere and seen the beauty that 
was there, and had the chance to run my fingers thru its hair.  Iôve traveled up and over to get to the next show or 
fair, over the Eastern Continental Divide, thru the Endless Mountains, past a giant peach and large chair, to a silo 
painted like an ear of corn.  That is where Iôve roamed.  Thru the rain and heat waves and a corn maze.  These are 
the memories Iôll save.  Meeting old friends and new ones are my fave.  Iôve been to bonfires sharing stories and 
songs in the flickering light to sharpening saws in the morning light, like gladiators getting ready for the upcoming 
fight, but knowing that whoever wins we will still be brothers and sisters that night.  From tough auctions, to no 
shows, to Uga Buga Rituals and miracles sales, thatôs how it goes.  I was in the 7th lake at 7pm on the 7th day of 
the 7 month on my way to the first competition to carving that didn't meet completion.  I stood in a chainsaw wed-
ding salute, man that was a hoot.  I was a rock star for a day with only my chainsaw to play, it seems we couldn't 
keep the media away: newspapers, magazines, TV crews and YouTube all seem to be interested in what we do. 
   Barter seemed to be the order of the day.  Carving stands, chaps, chains and peeves, smoothies and more, all 
for a carving, what a score!  Carvers are family you can always depend on, no matter where Iôve been sent.  From 
800 year old German castles and rock concerts at night, to Italian dinners outdoors under the star light.  Iôve had 
breakfasts on balconies, been handed a haunch of venison, hit by a car, had a crab feast with a brother, and had 
banana splits with devil dogs mother.  Iôve ate fruit in a naked sauna and more pizza than you know you wanted.  
Iôve had BBQ chicken, sausage and ribs in a cooler.  So much, Iôm a permanent drooler. 

(Continued on page 8) 

L o s t  i n  C r e a t i o n  b y  T h o r  

http://www.artnet.com/gallery/1018/allan-stone-gallery.html
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A  B l a s t  F r o m  t h e  P a s t  
To view all the CCSGôs ne wsle tte rs go to:  www.the ccsg.com/ne wsle tter.htm 


