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T h e  C u t t i n g  E d g e  

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  E d i t o r    
 b y  A m y  M c E n t i r e  

     It’s hard to believe summer is already over!  It was great 
seeing tons of carvers this year at the shows.  I was lucky 
to attend several shows throughout Washington State.   
     Last issue I reported that the Sequim show raised 
$433.00 for the guild, thanks again to Steve and Nanette 
Backus for their support and donating a portion of the auc-
tion totals to the guild.  The generosity continued with a 
couple other shows this summer.  The Hills to Mills show 
raised a net total of $833.32 after expenses and donated it 
to the guild, huge thanks to Jerry Heneger and the Deming 
Log Show Grounds for a well organized, friendly and fun 
show.  Also, at the Hills to Mills show carvers donated  
several carvings and raised $1480 for an injured carver, 
Lynn Backus.  The new Arlington Wa show that our new 
secretary is now coordinating turned out to be a wonder-
fully organized show that gave 70% back to the carvers for 
their auctioned pieces!  In addition to the large percent 
back to the carvers $169 was donated to the guild, 
thanks to Debbie and all the city people that volun-
teered so the carvers could have a great show!   Plans 
are already in the makes to make that show even big-
ger and better! 
     Be sure to get your merchandise and help support 
the guild by going to our online store at: 

www.theccsg.com/Store.htm 
      In the store you will also find specially selected 
items tailored to chainsaw carving sold through      
Amazon.  The guild gets a percent from each sale 
when it’s purchased through a link from the guilds’ 
store.  If there is an item you’d like added let me know 
by emailing me at ammy@charter.net 
     A reminder that the new guild forum is in full swing, 
be sure to check it out  and bookmark it at:     

www.network54.com/Forum/665560/ 
     Last issue I mentioned that ever ambitious Butch 
Elrod of Kennewick WA was working on a map of   
carvers from all over the world on Google Map and 
since then it has grown to nearly 300 carvers from 
around the world listed!  If you would like to be added to 
the map just email Butch at:  twoclones@yahoo.com.  
You can check it out by going to the guilds forum (link 
above) and clicking on the link ‘Map of Chainsaw    
Artists’ on the top right of the CCSG forum.  You can 
have a lot of fun with this map,  find out if you have 
carvers living close by and it’s especially fun if you have 
Google Earth installed on your PC!   

The Cutting Edge 
240 Frosty LN 

Selah, WA  98942 
509-697-8853 

jacknamy@charter.net 
Amy McEntire - Editor 

Jack McEntire - Coeditor 
 

The Cascade Chainsaw Sculptors Guild exists to foster support for the art 
and craft of chainsaw carving by encouraging communication between carvers 
through every means possible, including newsletters, websites, forums, meet-
ings, demonstrations, mutual support and the preservation of our history. 

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  b y  J a c k  M c E n t i r e  

   Summer’s such a fun/
busy time of the year.  
The number of carving 
shows continues to grow.  
The tempo is both exhila-
rating and exhausting, 
with shows often occur-
ring back to back.  A 
number of the shows 
have decided to donate a 
portion of the proceeds to 
the Guild – We’re all 
thankful to everyone for 
their hard work and gen-
erous spirit. 
   The Guild is very happy 
to welcome Debbie 

Anderson as our new  
Secretary.  She is a new 
carver, full of energy and 
ability.  In less than a year 
she’s gone from just start-
ing to organizing a chain-
saw show.  She’ll be a 
valuable asset for every 
carver. 
   Guild membership con-
tinues to grow and I’ve 
had the pleasure of talking 
to several new members 
as well as members re-
newing after a number of 
years.  I take that as a 
sign we are continuing to 
increase our ability to  
service some of needs of 
carvers worldwide.  I’m 
very open to any idea as 
to how we can improve the 
guild’s functioning or in-
crease participation.  If 
you have any let me know.    

C C S G  O f f i c e r s  &  
D i r e c t o r s  

P r e s i d e n t / B o a r d  M e m b e r / C o - E d i t o r :  

J a c k  M c E n t i r e    

c h a i n s a w . j a c k @ c h a r t e r . n e t  
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t / B o a r d  M e m b e r :    

B r u c e  T h o r  

t h o r c r e a t i o n s @ s p r i n g m a i l . c o m  

T r e a s u r e r / B o a r d  M e m b e r :     

J e r r y  H e n e g e r  

h e n e g e r j @ c o m c a s t . n e t  

D e b b i e  A n d e r s o n  

S e c r e t a r y  

d e b b i e j a @ h u g h e s . n e t  

S g t .  o f  A r m s / B o a r d  M e m b e r / E d i t o r :  

A m y  M c E n t i r e   

a m m y @ c h a r t e r . n e t  

B o a r d  M e m b e r s  
S t e v e  B a c k u s    

b i g s h o t @ w h i d b e y . c o m  
J a s o n  S m a t h e r s  

n e t j a y @ n e t z e r o . c o m  

M a t t  H a m b r o o k  

h a m b r o o k a r t s @ a o l . c o m  
  

• Chainsaw    
Carving Bars 

 

• 1/4 Pitch Chain & 
Sprockets 

 

• Carving Tools 
 

• Wood Filler 
 

• Borate Rods 
 

• Wood Finishes 
 

• Books, DVD’s, 
Videos 

 
www.LogHomeStore.com 

503-843-3608 or 
800-827-1688 (in US) 
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     “I have a bear carving bet”, were the first words of an email from Alex Picazo of Columbus OH.  Alex used to wrestle at Ohio 
State and is now the Strength and Conditioning Coach as well as the Director of Operations for the wrestling team.   His email 
continued, “My friend bought a chainsaw carved bear for his fire place a while ago and when a big group of us were hanging out I 
happened to mention that I thought I could carve one myself.  WellN none of my friends believed me!  It has become a huge de-
bate where well over 20 of us are going back and forth as to whether or not I could do it.  And now in a few weeks we are finally 
going to settle the bet.  My friends are having a huge get together and I will have the evening to either knock their socks off, or 

embarrass myself in front of everyone.” 
     He went on to say, “I am a very handy person and really 
good with my hands. I haven’t done too much work on a 
chainsaw and part of the bet is that I am unable to practice 
but I am allowed to study up and research it.”  He then 
asked if I had any advice for him in regards to which chain-
saws and type wood to use.  I emailed him back telling him 
the saw I prefer and type of wood I thought was best to 
use.  He had mentioned in his email that he found a site 
online owned by Myron Miller of Chisel Me Timbers that 
had a tutorial on How to Chainsaw Carve at:   http://
chiselmetimbers.com/chainsawcarvinghowto/id2.html.   I 
looked at the site and told him that those ‘step cut’ instruc-
tions were a great way to go. 
     He really wanted to take on this bet that he and his 
friends had.  He told me, “Most of the guys who are in on 
this bet are OSU wrestling alumni and many of them are 
training for the Olympics.  This will be a fun get together 
they are going to be filming it all and putting it on our Olym-
pic Training Center’s website www.OhioRTC.com.”   
     A month went by and then I got another email from Alex.  
He told me, “Thanks for the advice”, and that  he used the 
saw and wood I had recommended and he continued on to 

say, “First cut made on the bear was the first cut I ever made 
on a chainsaw in my entire life.”  After a night and a day he 
was victorious and produced his very first bear appropriately 
named ‘Victor the Bear’!  In the email was a link to a video of 
the carving challenge.  You can view it here:   
http://youtu.be/mCGbTRteogI 
     Congratulations Alex and thanks for sharing your story!  If 
anyone else has a story on how they first got into carving or 
wants to share a similar experience submit your story to The 
Cutting Edge by emailing it to jacknamy@charter.net 

T h e  C u t t i n g  E d g e  

F i r s t  B e a r  b y  A m y  M c E n t i r e  

Alex Picazo making his first ever cut with a chainsaw! 

Alex Picazo and his first chainsaw carved  bear ‘Victor’ 
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T h e  C u t t i n g  E d g e  

O r e g o n  D i v i s i o n a l  C h a i n s a w  S c u l p t i n g  
C h a m p i o n s h i p s  R e s u l t s  r e p o r t e d  b y  J o e  M i r v i s  

The Oregon Divisional Chainsaw Sculpting Championships held on June 
16th—19th, 2011 had 48 Carvers from 5 Countries.  For more information 
you can go online at www.odcsc.com 
  
The 2010 Oregon Divisional Chainsaw Sculpting Championship Results 
Pro Division 
First Place - Bob King    Edgewood, Washington 
Second Place - Mark Colp Lakeport, California 
Third Place - Chris Foltz  North Bend, Oregon 
Fourth Place - Fred Bero  Bybee, Tennessee 
Fifth Place - Jordan Anderson Portland, Oregon 

 
Semi Pro Division 
First Place - Kenneth Ballenger Seattle, Washington 
Second Place - David Hillesland Salem, Oregon 

Second Place Pro carved by Mark Colp, Picture by Joe Mirvis 

Third Place Pro and Carvers Choice carved by Chris Foltz Picture by Joe Mirvis 
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T h e  C u t t i n g  E d g e  

“Art, at its best, is not a competition to outdo others or even ourselves. The focus is more appropriately 
channeled to reveal our hearts and to hint at the illumination of life that is mysterious and larger in 

spirit than in any single work of art.” —- Gregory Packard  

Fourth Place Pro carved by Fred Bero, Picture by Joe Mirvis 

Fifth Place Pro Jordan Anderson, Picture by Joe Mirvis 

First Place Semi-Pro Kenneth Ballenger, Picture by Joe Mirvis 
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A  B l a s t  F r o m  t h e  P a s t  
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e  i s  f r o m  J u l y  2 0 0 0  V o l u m e  V I I ,  I s s u e  3 ,  p a g e  3  b y  E d i t o r  P a t  M c V a y  

T o  v i e w  a l l  t h e  C C S G ’ s  n e w s l e t t e r s  g o  t o :   w w w . t h e c c s g . c o m / n e w s l e t t e r . h t m  

T h e  C u t t i n g  E d g e  
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T h e  C u t t i n g  E d g e  

   I am known as the 
Oneleggedninja.  I have been on 
an excursion of carving frenzy for 
the last three weeks throughout 
Colorado.  I pulled off the Gunni-
son competition by carving a 
wings up eagle, holding a fish in 
its talons above a waterfall with a 
bear's head coming out of it, with 
a fish in the bear’s mouth.  Then I 
went to Cortez Colorado and 
carved with the nicest group of 
people you could hope to meet. 
Carvers were: Ron Eye, Jerry 
Heneger, Rick Burgess, Ken 
Davis, and the promoter of the 
first ever Cortez Chainsaw Festi-
val, Ken Braun. 
     Wow, now the difference be-
tween a festival and a competition 
is paramount.  There’s such a big 
difference - from push and sweat, 
and worry, to kick back, do your 
job for the sponsor, make lots of 
carvings, and most of all have fun. 
      The Cortez festival was spon-
sored by the businesses in town.  
They paid to have a carver carve 
a certain piece, such as a bear 
theme bench, a mountain water scene bench, a tree full of 
raccoons, or, like mine, a single log with wildlife carved 
throughout it, sponsored by the First National Bank of Cortez.  
All of the sponsors were happy with their pieces and have 
asked us all to come back next year and do it again. Now I 
have to tell you, Ken Braun is just one of the nicest promoters 
you will ever have the chance to meet. He's also one heck of 
a good guy as well as a kick ass carver.  Look out all you 
pro's, he said he’s wanting to come out west and show you all 
what he has learned from you. 
      We were staying at the Cortez KOA camp ground, which owns two benches from the auction, one of them mine, (a tree on one 
side and a bear with a honey pot on the other side).  The whole town was backing the carvers many sponsoring us with food.  Some of 
the best events I have had the pleasure of carving in have had the full backing of the local community and were very friendly.  I really 
see a shift in events, as far as competition or just carve and auction -  the shows with no stress seems to be the most sought after.  I 
still feel that a competition teaches you so much about what you can do personally, and fast, but without the win or lose factor carving 
can be so much more fun. 
      Anyway, I'm on my way back to Washington and my first stop is my mother's house. So the neighbor wants me to do a small stump 
job in her back yard. (Here's the open mouth insert foot part)  All she wanted was a mushroom, so I said sure,,,no problem,,, came 
over the next day and treasure hunted the stump for nails and screws and marked them with paint.  Well, six nails later, and two quar-
ter pitch chains later, I have two mushrooms.  I sharpened my saw again for the third time, (after I hit one nail I figured I might as well 
find the next one).  The nails were in the very center of the tree, which was about two feet across.  They must have been put there 
when the tree was a sapling.  Nails all taken care of - I just had about 30 minutes of work left when I stepped around the stump to 
make another cut and I heard a rrrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiiip!  I looked down, no , I didn't rip my pants...My leg was laying on the ground and I said 
"This can't be good!".  The lower part of my leg had ripped away from the Kevlar and carbon fiber socket that I wear on my residual 
stump.  Wow, good thing it didn't happen while I was carrying or moving a huge log.  I had a crowbar and the bottom of my leg to use 
as crutches to get to the house and get help gathering up my things. It must have looked pretty bad because the lady I was doing the 
stump job for brought me an old walker she had in her garage.  I didn't use it though,,,I'm the Oneleggedninja!  Anyway, I called my 
prosthesis guy and he’s sending me the spare leg part I need air overnight. 
   There are good people in the world - with the spare leg and the good Lord willing, I have one more stump job in Greeley then I'm on 
my way to Debbie Andersons’ first ever event in Arlington Washington.  

O p e n  M o u t h  I n s e r t  
F o o t  b y  J e r r y  H e n e g e r  

Order Yours Today:  509-697-8853 

Sioux Bar 

“Best Carving Bar I’ve ever used, 
hands down!”   —Jack McEntire 

Raising the bar 
The steel used to make the Sioux 
Bar is a Hot work tool steel which 
is characterized by high harden 
ability and excellent toughness. 
The molybdenum and vanadium 
act as strengthening agents. The 
chromium content assists the 
steel to resist softening when 
used at high temperatures. The 
Sioux Bar offers an excellent com-
bination of shock and abrasion 
resistance, and possesses good 
red hardness. It is capable of 
withstanding rapid cooling and 
resists premature heat checking.  

Bar Features  

This bar can be used in a way 
which would destroy a normal 
dime tip.  The unique shape of the 
bar allows it to 'scoop out' wood 
better, and the top straight edge 
comes in handy when you want to 
maintain a consistent pro-
file.  You can be more aggressive 
with this bar than you ever 
thought possible.  This bar will 
change the way you carve.  

Introductory price $150 

www.siouxbars.com 
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T h e  C u t t i n g  E d g e  

P o e m s  a n d  C a r v i n g s  b y  J e f f  M o h r  

When chainsaws were built for the very first time, 

It was destructions galore of a mechanical kind. 

Men used them to clear the largest of forests with the skill of their fathers and great 

expectations; They all formed a team to build us a nation. 

  

 Times flew by without hesitation, 

 And the chain saws of old go without declaration. 

While I use mine, it’s the newest in make,  

Creation is my goal and my life is at stake.  

  

I don't cut trees to damage or pillage,  

I sculpt them you see for my home and my village. 

I sculpt for people both far and wide, 

And free them a piece of what’s trapped deep inside. 

I am an artist, a sculptor of wood.  

I use my chainsaw the way a good sculptor should. 

But there are times when I wish I was normal, 

And followed a path a little more formal. 

A plumber, a doctor ,or even a musician,  

But there is some thing that calls me to my current condition. 

  

I try so hard to please the masses.  

Don't want to fail as my confidence smashes. 

Working at heights not normal to most. 

Size and girth are the things that it boasts. 

  

A well finished piece is the thing I desire. 

Once completed I set my sights higher. 

 Just look at my work and you will see I'm no liar. 

 I follow no lead to quench my desire. 
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C a s c a d e  C h a i n s a w  

S c u l p t o r s  G u i l d  

2 0 1 0  S u b s c r i p t i o n  F o r m  

Name 

Address 

City                   State                    Zip 

Phone 

Email 

Paid Membership:  newsletter online 

Paid Member ship:  newsletter in the mail 

Free Online Subscription  (newsletter online) 

 

 

 

Send your dues to: 

CCSG Membership 

8536 Golden Valley Dr. 

Maple Falls, WA  98266 

For Paid Members Dues are $20 (US) or $25 (international) for 

the year payable to the CCSG 

     U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  
Events listed here are not endorsed by the CCSG.  If you would like to see your event  

listed here send all the info to our editors:  jacknamy@charter.net  
Detailed version of events when available are online at:   www.theccsg.com/Events.htm 

January 22nd 
Ocean City WA 

Burning Bear Bon Fire  
Team Competition 

Wolf Pack vs. Cunning Rouges 
Contact:  Steve Backus 

360-579-3574 
bigshot@whidby.com 

 
 

February 19th—26th 
Ridgway PA 

Ridgway Rendezvous 
Contact:  Rick & Liz Boni 

814-772-0400 
info@chainsawrendezvous.org 
www.chainsawrendezvous.org 

 

March 5th—6th 
White Pass WA 
Winter Carnival 

Contact:  Kathleen Goyette 
509-945-3189 

kat@skiwhitepass.com 
www.skiwhitepass.com 

This amazing 
ice sculpture, 
‘Scorpion &  

Spider’ created 
by team Texas 

Chainsaw    
Massacre was 
the 6th place 
winner of the 

Chainsaw 
Alaska which 
aired on TLC 
August 23rd 

2010.   

I c e  S c u l p t o r s  o n  T L C  

 
CCSG’s Online at:  
 www.theccsg.com 

 
The CCSG’s Forum is at:   

www.network54.com/Forum/665560/ 
 

Sign Up and/or Renew Your Dues at:   
www.theccsg.com/join.htm 

 
Visit CCSG on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/pages/Cascade-
Chainsaw-Scultors-

Guild/297559451271.htm 
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240 Frosty LN 
Selah, WA  98942 

C a r v e r s  o n  

t h e  E d g e  

T h e  C u t t i n g  E d g e  

A d v e r t i s e  i n  t h e  

C u t t i n g  E d g e !  
Full Page:  $200 

Half Page:  $100 

Quarter Page:   $50 

Business Card:  $25 

Classifieds:  $10 per 20 words  

We can design your AD or use your own design.   
Yearly ADs get a 10% discount and will appear in 
each issue of the newsletter as well as on the CCSG 

website! 
Contact: jackNamy@charter.net for more 

information. 

Carving and Picture by Buddy Rasmussen 

Thanks for the submission Buddy! 

   Hello readers from “The Cutting Edge”, I'm Fabian Bruske a young Italian artist. 
Perhaps you know me, last summer I spent two months with Jack McEntire to learn 
chainsaw carving.  Some of you might remember me from the Deming Hills to Mills 
Show 2009 where I made a bear for my first chainsaw carving, and then a nude woman. 
I don’t make my income from art yet because I’m still a student at the Art Academy of 
Carrara. This little town is the center for sculpture in Italy and perhaps the world.  This is 
where the famous white marble of Carrara is extracted.  This stone is renown because 
of its unique whiteness and has been used by famous artists like Michelangelo, Rodin 
and some great American artists like Greenough and Powers. 
The reason I came to the US was to learn about chainsaw carving, but I also had to 
gather information about American sculpting history in order to finish the Bachelor level 
at my Academy. 
   In Italy Academies students are supposed to write a thesis for their license (degree).  
It usually concerns something about the history of Art, Art and Philosophy, Art and Psy-
chology, or the evolution and the process of the different art techniques or media.  It has 
to be connected to an artistic development of the artist. 
   For a long time I’ve tried to learn about Contemporary Art.  I was already interested in 
the period of American sculpture starting from 1950 before I traveled to the US.  This 
period is one of the most important in American art because it is here that many artistic 
concepts and styles arose that still influence many artists now. 
   What today is called Contemporary Art is the consequence of the changes and inno-
vations that American artists initiated starting in the 50s.  Now Art is meant to be in 
some medium with a purpose to transmit emotions of any type.  It can involve any of the 
senses and contain any message.   Art isn't embedded to any particular medium. 
Before I explain this statement to you, I want to clarify that my art is composed of the 
creation of both aesthetic abstract and figurative subjects.   My sculpture’s purpose is to 
transmit emotions or concepts.   I want to clarify that, for me, art has to represent and to 
be touchable. 
   In the next few issues I will talk about what seems to me to be some of the most   
important development in American Art.  I will start with the rise of the Avant-Garde 
movement in the early 20th century.   

C o n t e m p o r a r y  A m e r i c a n  A r t  b y  F a b i a n  B r u s k e  

Fabian Bruske sculpting in Carrara 


