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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Mew Members

The Cufting Edge,
Yoo “guys” are doing 2 preat job.  Please
EIvE me 3 subscription Lo your newslefler. Your new
memmher,
Ben Risney
Spring City, PA

Drear Cutting Edge

What a great newsletter. [ love o see 8 sehse
of bumor in these other wise dreary carving
publications.  Mice format alsa.

I would like to =ee articles on wood - how
much to pay? What types? Info on tools, techniques
and more aboot carvers styles and what makes for an
interesting carvang. 1. The Ray Murphy article by
Pat McVay was excellem.

Michoel J. Feeney
My, Horeh, BT

Edinows Nove:

Thanks for the information.  Good ideas
Tty and cover alot of the issues mentioned ahove
it 1995 But I'm otways interested in people sending
articles to me abow! amyihing, By sending in
Infarmation, seggestions, arficles, news, vou gef o
betier newsletier. Does onyvore oul there wanf 1o
write a tool review column?  Ariicles on different
waod {ypes?

Dvear Cascade Chamnsaw Sculptors Guild,

I would first like to thank the guild for the
recognition as “National Top Point” camer in
competitan for 1994,

For this recognition, 1 have worked hard. It
has been a challenge coch and every competition, as
I've progressed, so have my fellow competitors! With
these competitions comes tlbes. By using myv tithes, [
have gained major sponsorship, state wide newspaper
coverage and national recogmution.  Use your titles!

With maore and more competitions each vear,
(no matter what the sizey we'te (OC8G) opening the
eves of gallenies, arl collectors and busimess
representatves.

Chain saw art is being scknowledgs as ART,
not jiEst Tawn ormaments,

Apri] and | have pained alot of new fricnds
and good memories from 1994, We're expeciing
1995 to be just as challenging and fall of new
friendships and mone menories,

Don Erwe
94 Site Chain zave Artist Champion



Frgm {he
B itor

Hi Ya'll

T'd like 1o apologiee for the Cutting Edpee
being laie. 1 have a couple pood reasons. Working
on 3 compyter you need to constantly save your
work. | didn’tdothat. Had a little power blip. Lost
all the hard work | did that day, [ leams as 1 goes.
I also went down south, 10 Florida, Bahamas. etc., on
A carving expedition, 100 busy working.

Met alot of nice peopie down south. 1want
to personally thank fellow carver Rick Travers of
Palm Bay, Florida for all his help along with a whole
iot of other people, Lynn, Chuck, Harvey, Trish,
Gavin, Flo. Jane and Craig, The hospitality of the
South 15 truly generous.

Alot of neat woods in Florida, Tried a
variety of different kinds. Cypress, water oak,
coconut, scacta, camphor, melaluca {causcd 2
reaction), ping and avocade. The cypress is o the
cedar family which is what we carve here. It's very
similar. 15 hard 1o get because i1°s & protocted
species, | was most impressed with the camphaor,
and the Florida Ping which is also called loblolly,
slash, or pitch pine. I'm sure there’s a few other
mames for il The camphor was like carving butter
and it's wery aromatic.  This wood 1= used in the
making of Camphophenigue. Plus its  beautiful
wood and & natoral insecticide against bugs. The
Floridn pine is somewhat hard, and there's a lifle
pitch e deal with but once your carving, is donme. 1L
virhglly will nol crack hardly ai all. Widh all that
mich in it it drcs really hard The old umers say
that “once it drics, you can hardly drive a nail
through it

That's my report, 1ets hear from vou, el
me aboul the woods vou carve and what you think
abowl it 1 hope you enjov this issue. This is a
special one because we're focusing on the early
history of ong chain saw wood carver - Mike
McWay. He is onc of the first chain saw wood
carvers, Sarted in late 1930°s. He spawned alot of
carvers here in the Nonhwest and 1'm sure around
ibe country. He carved in 1964 New York World's
Fair. If you know of any carvers thai siared around
et or earlier or who got you started, please wnic.
T would like to ear vour story.

Tessie Crobschin

CALENDAR of EVENTS

MARCH

March 25,26 KXLE - Central Washington Chainsaw Cary-
img Contest, Ellensburg. WA, Contact Dan Whited 2067 $54-
0534

MAY

drd Annmal Irrigation Davs Carving Contest. Sequim. Wa
Comact Dennis Doran, 4701 Sequim Dungeness Way, Sequim.
WA DHIEZ 3600 6R3-2507

May 20 Idahe City, Idaho. Contact Rac Bennei, PO Eox 164,
Idaho City, Idaho 83631, 208/ 3924416

May 20, 21 Bucks County Chainsaw  Sculpture  Contest,
Dowlesiown, Penmoylvaniy, Contact Bill Planl, 4366 US HWY
202, Dovlestown, PA 18900, 215/ T94-R268

JUNE
3rd Annual Maple Valleys Days Carving Contest, Maple Valley,
Wh. Contact Steve Backus 360/ 579-3574,

Ind Anmual Washington Coast Championships, Ocean Shores,
WA Contact Don or April Etae, 5097 722-6169

June 17 Tdahe City. Idaho. Coniacd Fae Beanel, 208/ 342-3410

JULY

6th Annual Monheasiern Repronal Caring Championsiaps.
Tupper Lake, NY. contact Hal Macintosh., Rootc 214,
Lanesville. NY 12450, %14/ 688-T873

July 15 Idsho Citv, Idaho, Contacl Rae Bennet, 208/ 3192-3415

AUGUST

Aougust 46 - 6th Annnal West Coast Championships, Mantical
themed at Westport, WA, Contact  Steve Backus, 360 579-
3574, Prizes wall be at least the same as last year.

Aungust 5, 6 Tall Timber Days Festival, Grand Rapads, MN.
Carvers mvited io carve, Condest on the Sth, - Sign up deadline
is July 1. Entey Fee $30000, limited w 12 carvers Contact Tall
Timber Dixys Festival, Jerry Sweet, PO Box 134, Grand Rapids,
WM 55744, 218/ 3200976, Prizes. 181 Place 5500, 2nd Place
3400, 3rd Place 5300, 4th Place £200, 5th Flace $100

August 19 Idaho City, Idaho, Contact Bac Benmet. 208/ 392-4106

SEPTEMEER
Sept 16 Idaho City, ldshe. Contact Rae Benmeq, 208f 392-4414

OCTOBER

3rd Annual Carving Coniest, Shekion. Wa. Contact Charlie
Hubbard, E, 1161 Mason Lk. Rd. 2, Shelion, WA S8584. Sadf
426-3035

PECEMBER
Ind Annual MoClenden's Hardware & Sarmeo Christmas Cary-
ing Contest, Comact Carla Goedy 21 Sameo, 2067 3376263



Mike McVay, A Chain Saw Carving Pioneer

fip: Qewie Growscien £ Par Melay

In the baie 19507 BMike McVay had his first 15t of
chain sow art In 1957 an old school friend of his showed hig
a Uk carved with a chain saw. He was amazed.

Dhuring, this time Mike was doing some diving work
for hus father, Dee McVay, This was on the Orepon Coast e
was salvaging wood from {he bomom of 3 Take 1o creals a state
park: He ook an axe and hacked owt a face on 2 stump, Diee
suggestod 2 chain saw . 11 was a big heavy saw with 17 teeth hat
Soan there Wik an assortment of big faces on the lake's odpe.

During 1960 Mike read show! o company in
Washengton Stare creating camved furniture with chain smws, It
gave him the idea that someone could sctually make moncy o

it Sobe pul together some carvings and was going Lo ot them |

i an arts & crafis show. On the way there he Gl asleep al the
wheel and wound up in the hospital It was a very serious car
ccident where he almost lost his life, All his bones on his lofi
side were broken and his eveball fell out of his socket, The
doctors were able to pop it back in. He still can see out of iL
He speni 3 months in traction, Afier he pot out of the hospital,
he continued to cirve, He carved 2 ling of small animals and

T decorative
artwork.  Soon
he  had a
thriving
husiness in Lhe
Willamelte
Valley of
Cheson.
In 1943,
Mike and Des
wenl on A Lip
X |down the west
coasl  he vt
ken  Kaiser,
i | who was busy
creating  the
"\ famons “Trees
of Mystery™ in
Northern
||California.
«| | Mike wis
| |impressed aind
inspired by the
g1 a8 m 1
proportions  of
his work
In 1963 Mike
wis in the Alhany Timber Carnival in which be carved a 30
food 128l sculpture of Paul Bunyon. 1t was 9172 feel wide at the
base. He was imvited by Governor Mark Hatficld of Oregon to
5010 the 1904 Mew York Worlds Fair. They were sending a
lumberjack show and he and Ken Kaiser were tocarve there.
Whila in New Yok, Mike was even featured on the
popular game show ar the time “What's My Line” and was a
big hit. Virsally no one had even heard about chain saw
carving or seen it done. Today it's more common. 1Lwas oven

i — ™
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af Paul Hunyon, iany Tovder Cavmival [ae

mg rod
incredihle
back then
| The  saws
woe r.&
heavier;
fopger and
m & ny
Carvers
didn't have
the  luxury
of nsing 2
: = carving
Akt M Vi & Kenpor Kadsor with o wewd Fsert af Ken's wife. 1964 & ﬁsim:ss
grew, He couldn’t koep up with the demands for his canving. He
hired a fellow to help him. Mike would carve during the day and
lus Belp would finish his stoff ar night. 1t worked good wntil his
help got tired one night and fell asleep with a lit cigarcite. The
sheop caught on fire. The guy was able to get out but there was s
much wood and sawdust that the fire was out of control. [t
burned i the ground.  Mike had wo insurance. Feeling dejected
and upset he decided o quit chain saw carving for a while and
join his dad Doz in Sandi Arabia, Dee MeVay had a deep sea
diving company in the Persian Golf. Mike went there and
worked for kit diving in the Red Sca and Persian Gulf,

Afler working there, he took his savings and roveled
around Europe, He setiled down in Munich for a winter. Then
in the spring rime went to Paris and fell in love with the city, He
was able to gel a job teaching English, He also did voice overs
in English for foreign films  His biggest accomplishments in
Pams was his writing. directing, and acting,

With his writing and dirscting ahilities 2 few of his
plays were produced with some success. He even had o theater
company called the Humptulips Shake & Shingle Theater
Company,  With his acting abiliey he was invited to £0 on 3
Eurapean tour with new American playwrights who were doing
their world premieres in Europe.  Abot of these writers are ngw
suceessful plavwrights with many of their playvs appearing on
Broadway., These plavwrights include Langston Hughes, Tsrel
Horowitz, Megan Terry, and Sam Shepard,

During this time he would carve once in while, Hig

tean Poirthy

i
Edin  par iCe oUCHERSSS 08 HUseTUL RS
A zeame fram dee play “Fpp ", written andd directed iy kiike MoFiy T pickors war
ot Eifreal v o el pigisims L Nowrel (Wiciraier, 197, Miks Mgy i
semied & the hawer pig At bl carner, Wi Barther Parir b edind l,






















