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Torso by Erkki Rytkonen, was carved al
the 10tk annual contest in fivalomi,
Finland See slory on page 5.
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The Cutting Edge

Just a short note. | encourage
members fo send in photos of their work, |
will be starting & new feature in the next
edition of The Culiing Edge. A whale page
of photos of carving. | need crisp, clean,
photos, close up as possible,

And as always | would love to hear
from you, stories, etc. Tips, ideas,

Happy carving. é‘
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["The Cuiting Edge & published Dimontily by the Cascade Chansaw
Gouplors Guild, @ WWashinglon State, independenl nonprofi
arganization devited 16 Ihe advance of chainsaw end powsr soufplune,
Aclivilies of the GGSG include sculplure conteste and shows, The
Cuttieg Edge newslatier, The Cuiting Edge Weogs, bulleting and
mﬂ offier membar senvices.. Membership is $20.00 3 vear and open
foall.
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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT

Hers come’s winter, short work light and cald
hands are the order of the day, | was asked a while back
to give a job description of the guild prez for a poteatial
future prez.

There have baen five presidents of cur guild since
its inception, beginning on the hood of the closest pick up
truck at the Puyallup fair in 1986! Basically, back then, we
needed to speak as a unified voice, for many different
regsons with contest rules being foremost || Us carvers
fad a great ideas for contests but who would listen to
disorganized rabide. Sowe omganized for real. Thank god
for Bob Cox, he Iived in Olympia (the capitol of the great
slate of Washington) anyway he was very active on
veterans affairs and knew the bureaucratic ways of
govemnment and got all the paperwork done up right, fo be
Incorporated.

The reason for the word guild instead of club or
association s that guiid much like the trade guilds of old,
hetped establish infrastructure and established a
foundation to build upon.

Job description:  Here is my view of guild
president is. We are by nature as chainsaw carvers, rule
breakers, independent, entrepreneurs, and self made.
Have vision. Dont take “no” for answer. Don't be atraid o
rock the boat or rattle a cage.

| would like to see standardized rules for contests,
have them guild sanctioned and sponsored. So let's have
a few good nules, not a whole bunch, It is a group deal, a
by you, for you, thing. Also, | would like to see the very
best deal for the carvers coming to a show. Belleve me,
I've done a few shows and the little things count big time.
It has been my experience negotialing is a pain because
folks don't fork over the good stulf without a fight, Sal
fight for what | believe.

If | have made any sense, let’s get this rule and
judging stuff working real good so when chainsaw
wopdcarving becomes an Olympic event us carvers folks
invelved with the guild, helped set the stage!

Send in your inpiit and we will do a vole via the
newsletter.

Steve Backus
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TOOL QUESTION?

Whille attending the Westport carving
contest, | noticed several carvers using a 17
beli sander which conformed 1o the contours
of their canving, | have since tried 1o locate a
vender | mighl purchases such a device from
with no succass. Are there commercially
produced sanders on the market, or isH a
modified version of another tool? | would
appreciate any assisiance you could give me
in this arsa.

3. Frank Snaddan
Biverdals, WA

EDNTOR

Yes, there are three manufaciures that
make & 17 beli sander, hMakita, Bellon -
Bamitto-Khoki Co. makes a pneumatic one,
And the third co, we were nol abla to track
down at press time.

A neat trick for belts for the Makita
et sander is to buy 3"x21" bels and to cut
them into thirds. Sears salls belis for 8%c.
The best kind of belts to use ana the closed
coat abrasive. Iis grit is bonded to cloth and
nal paper.

RENEWALS
I'm looking forward to coming out fo
VWashington State in 1958 - February, | hope.
| have had a great year in 1997,
B Frant
Doylestown, PA
EINTOR
Bill, February is not exacily the
warmest time of the year, here in Washington,
regardiess, we ook forward to your visil, 1is
alill warrmer than Pennsybvania, thowegh.

LETTERS

EVW MEM
Gregg Etherington Big Bear City, CA
Jim Scrivener Colchester, IL
Terry Semenchuck Spanaway, WA
For the Guild

Draw a interesting, effective design.
Must have the words “Cascade Chainsaw Sculptors
Guild”
If you are selected, you will get a free T-shirt! Plus a year
subscription to The Curtting Edge and credit on the shirl.
THE DEADLIME IS DEC. 31, 1997.

Send entries to. Jessie Groeschen, 8110 Scatchet Head

T- SHIRT DESIGN CDNTES’]@

Rd., Clinton, WA 98238

FROM THE LAPTOP

OF PAT JEROWNBACK

h the competitive spirit.. Having long ago risen
above the Husion, myself, | still find i an intrguing
and nexhaustible study as well as a source of
entertainment.

One would only for 8 moment, have 1o consider the
world without it, before acknowledging its far reaching
gffects, The social ramifications alone are almosl
inconceivable. There would be no sports, What would be
the motivation? Mo spors casters, Where would the hot
dog vender go? Imagine politics without it

OF s0 your probably asking, “What does this have
to do with carvers™? After &ll, in the “ant” workd, why we just
dig deep into ourselves endiessly, for the soul purpose of
providing mankind with a visible glimpse of the mysterious
infinite, and the acknowledgment is only & by-product,
Brushed aside as a necessary evil that we suffer through in
the service of humanity!

Why even at the pinnacle of greatness there still
remains the lingering beast. A perfect example, the world
famous R L. Blair. A thirfly year veteran carver, even
though he has successfully refined it to the lowest common
denominator, he stil can be found competing with himself,
and suffering the losses, gracefully, | might add!

Therefore | have decide to do my par o simplify
the process. After all, there can only be ona workd's
areatest wood canver and having achieved that, and no
longer having to struggle with the need to prove i, having
piercad the llusions of grandeur, dwelling now beyond the
vall. Walking in the light, 5o 1o speak, and now passing
hack the baton of victory, the prestigious PAT
JERDWHNEACK award!

That's right! Once a year the need for
acknowledoment will be satisfied once and for all, The
award will be held for one year by the winning casver. The
annual eompetition will be held through the Cutfing Edge by
photo's only. There will be no traveling, no three day
marathons, no prize maney, elc. Phaoto's will be submitted
by the subscribers o the Cuffing Edge and be judged by a
panel of judges chosen by myself and the finalists photo's
will be publizhed in the Cuffing Edge, and judged by the
readers by mail, The entries names will be unknown by the
judges and the readers until after the winning photo has
been announced. At that fime the winner will receive the
award by mail &nd his or her nama will be published as the
hodder of the coveted award for one year, Rules and
criteria for the competition will be published in the next
issue and entry forms as well,

Benevolently
Pat Jerownback




Page 4 The Cutting Edge
across the crack
PREVENTING CRACKS nes and ot arve
Loy b S N»I-_'l_tiﬁ BRYME poan
Mike MoVay SLAZET o Shestrack
Whicihay [sland, WA SCIewWs are nice to
nmy last article, | wrote aboul using tree butis for use because they
carving figures with a chainsaw because they dont don't require pre-
readily crack and split. Whal follows is about how to drilling (although you
keep them from spitling and cracking before you get may find it helpful

to work on them, while you're working on them and after
you've finished carving them.

VWhen a log dries, it cracks along lines that radiate oul
from the center or hearl. These are very obvious if you look
at the end af a log where you can see the cracks. Knowing
this, you can employ a number of mechanical processes that
will help keep your carving from splitting.

The first thing Is o carve a frash plece of wood
hefore it has a chance to dry out and crack. This is whal the
early nafive lotem carvers did over 100 years ago It will il
be full of its own natural juices and much more agreeable 1o
work.

If you can't canve a piece right away and wani to save
it for later, temporarily leave the bark on and cover the ends
with a plastic garbage bag to keep it fresh. If the bark is
gone, wrap i in a tarp or plastic sheet. Store it off the ground
and in the shade to profect it form rotting and drying.

Any wood left unprolected for too long will rot, so
don't expect to come back nesxt year and find a good piece
waiting for you. In this respact every species rots at &
different rale, Cottonwood and alder go very quickly.
Second-growth cedar, pine and white spruce are a liltie
sipwer, Oid growth cedar and redwood last for years. So be
awsre of what you stash and use it accordingly.

Once you get your earving underway, try o work on it
oul of direct sunfight. The sun will cause wood to Crack very
quickly, and once if gets started there isnt much can be done
to stop it (11 §ake up the proseee of repairing 8 erack another
time). Keep the wood covered with a tarp or plaslic when you
aren working on i, Plastic garbage bags work well for this,
Absh, appliance stores are a good place to get huge plastic
bags. Refrigerators are shipped in them,

Grain busting takes place when you have finished the
canving and serves the purpose of breaking the unity of the
wood grain so that it ean't dry, shrink and crack as a single
plece. What you do is make as many small pieces out of the
inside of your canving 85 possible withoul letting it show on
the outside. Locate places on the carnving where 8 single cul
the width of the bar won't show, Such places as under the
arms of a figure work well for this. Wse 1he lip of your saw to
hore hidden cuts straight towand the heard, Withdraw the bar
and re-bore into the carving through the same cul bul at &
different angie, Do this about three times thiough each bore
cut anyplace you can find 1o hide it.

Oince the chainsaw work is finished, but before you
go to work sanding, buming, painting or oiling, ete,, it's time to
screw it. As in sheetrock and |ag screws.

Screws and bolts, when propery instalied will help
keep the cracking to 8 minimum. Just be sure to insert them

with the longer ones
or harder wood), and

‘f_*;f.ﬂ, they come in a lot of
deiosd TAE R different lenghts. A
fncs LHHE Lﬂ.‘aﬁ e legT  drill motor or
Boss o2 ool cordiess screw gun
will carry them deep
into the wood, head
and all. A short

dowel or a sawdust-spoxy mixture forced in behind will hide
all trace of it, A little care and common sense in selaciing
where you stick the screw also makes a difference. A groove
is & good place to hide iL The limitation with sheetrock
screws is thal it takes a lot of thern to do the job no matter
how many you use,

Lag screws are a litfle more trouble te install but hey
have a lot more holding power. A few does the [ob of many in
this case.

Tao install lag screws, first drill 8 ane-inch diametar
hole about an inch and & half deep. The depth will make
room for the lag screw head and a washer plus a short kength
of dowel to plug the hole. The dowel can be shaped 1o match
the carving. The one-inch diameter will accommodale more
sockel heads.

Mext, drill 3 pilot hole for the lag screw. With any
screw, only the threads do the holding. The shaft actually
acts like a wedge and can split the wood, (alas, if it's your
earving). Lise a pilot hole drill the same size as the shafl of
the lag screw where it travels under the threads, Thal way the
shaft will fifl the pilot hole and the threads will bite into the
wood. Use as many as you think you'll need and see what
happens. Thers is no hard and fast rule. | tend to overdo it
mysell. Preventing a crack Is simpler than repairing one,

Finally, insiall lag screws, plug the holes, shapa the
dowel to match the carving and carve grain on the end of your
dowel,

The final process in crack prevention is oiling. After
all the carving, sanding, burning elc. are completed, but
before painting, give the beast a bath in oll. The diying and
cracking won'l be stopped with cuts and screws, only oil can
do that, 50 be ganerous with it.

| apply shingle oll {cut 50-50 wilh paint thinner)
several times a day until the carving won't socak up anymore,
[t's a clear about 10WV sold by Standard oil, Five gallons nuns
gbout $25. This is a light oil that never hardens or Se1s up,
spa it will sweat out in hot weather. You'll need fo seal it with
something more durable. The different finishes on the market
are multilude and will be coverad in another article,






















