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Meet our Members 5

Whar heve they been up fo lately? Cuores
and a few photos,

Carving Tip 9

Jarmes Kais gives uy an idea or unlizing a log,

M- T, Burfwood Indusivies from Aonfersy,

Caiif carves up Mr. Bear.  Thix phota loken i
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The Cutting Edge

What | like most about being In this
husiness is the different personalities | nen across,
not anly the canvers but the people that buy
canings.

| was carving at Steve Backus's comer this
past Christrnas season, a fittle fat man with a big hat
came up 1o me wanting a wizard | had carved
almost 4 year earlier. He had been driving by and
saw it there for awhile. He said "If anybody wanted
that wizand they would have bought by now. 'l tell
you what, Il give you a couphe of logs for 1. You
can carve up these new logs and make some

money off of iL"

“¥eah, right,” I'm thinking. | said "It's
imteresting how things can sit arcund for awhile,
what is upeventiul for one parson can be another's
Joy.”

“Well,* he said *| have some cash to go
along with the logs. But you know that wizard is not
my most favorite thing." Talking down the sculplure,
must be his barginning lechnigue.

He really wanted it and | reafly wanled to
get rid of it. *1 said for & kit more cash you have a
deal, a good one | might add, but it baing Christmas
and all.”

He offered me just a wee bit more and ran
home to get the puny litihe logs. While he was
driving away he yelled the wizard will go in a place
af honor, the oldest log home in Edmonds, And I'm
thinking “s0."

It felt good to get rid of it to this man,
because o me he kind of looked fiked the wizard,
And the cash was important (he paid me partly in
quarters) as was the experience of carving it, but
winat really felt good was 1o laugh,., at the
uniguenass of the situation.

Spaaking of unigue this issue of The
Guliing Edge fecuses on the members of the
Cascade Chainsaw Sculptors Guikd.

There are a few pages of just photos that
have besn sent in by members and a couple thal |
have taken, over the years, It's interesting to see
what everybody has been up lo, eagles, murals,
human figures, benches, it's all there, And as you
can see from the photos, the quality of canving just
gets better as the years roll along.

FOREWORD

MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT

S .
Sfeve Backis

Howdy world. How's it going? Good, | pray. We
prepare for another yaar and frankly I'm glad {6 ba looking
farward to it. A quote from Huey Lewis and the News, "The
future's so bright | gotta wear shade's.”

| would like to dedicate this one to the memory of my
grandpa, Dee McVay, who passed away last Seplember. He
was he blggest, toughest, smartest, strongest, wisest man I've
ever know up close. A hero and inspiration to all who knew
him. It would have been an honor 1o have just known him but
to have the same blood in my veins._well, it gives me an extra
edge over a lot of folks. | mean that in 8 positivie way.

1t was folke's like him that made this country great. |
will miss his counsel, | wish | would have listened earlier.

| was lucky to have a grandpa ll | was 28 years old.
So, if ya'll want some advice that ain't got nothing to do with
money of woodeanvings, it's love the people in your circle be i
faemily or friends because it's pretty darm easy 1a wiake up and
be alona.

The Guliong Edge is pubiished bimonthly by the Cascads Chainsaw Scuplors
Guld, & Washington State, indegendent nonprodfl organization devobed bo the
sdvanca of chainsaw and pover sculpture. Activities of the CCSG inciuda
seupbure contests and shows; The Cudting Sdge rewshetter, and varkus athwr
mamizer senices. Membership is $20.00 & year ard open to all.

The Cliting Edge

& edited and produced by Jessm Groeschen, 5110 Scatchet Head Road *
Clinten, Wa SE23S - 1N IM-51S0 o 350¢ ST9-TEY1 ¢ emall
greeschwhidbay com

Dee Meliay ta the far fght with son Pat McVay's canving, sed frend
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BERS
T o MGG (Y MAKING IT PAY
sent me a coupla copies a few years
ago). Somy so long in subscribing. P =

John Augustad
Cape Girardeau, Missoun

RENEWALS

Your newsletter has some very
valuable infermation, such as
"Preventing Cracks” and “Wood
Finishes".

{Sure hated to cut my issue of
“The Cutting Edge” to send in my

application).
Doing good work! Keep it up.
Fred Hosaka
Coquille, Oregon
Editors mote

Here's a tip, if you don't like
cutting up your “Edge”, it may be a bit
inconvenient but you can always photo
copy your application.

SAW QUESTION
The new Husky 355, does
anyone know how to adapt a 1747
sprocket?
Keep the newsletter coming.
Elmer Hickey
Joliet, linois

Edftors Note
See ad this page and give
them a call.

NEW MEMBERS

ROBERT KING
AUGUST BIRK
JOHN AUGUSTAD
DOUG SVEINE

EDGEWOOD, WA
CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO
ROBERTS, MT
BEMID.I, MM

I HAWKINS BROS.

BY Vemon Slinkard
Fortville, Indiana

| was a wood carver for many years and was doing
quite well.

The only thing wrong, my carvings didn't sell.

| kept giving them away, until, | talked to Mike
McVay. He said “chain saw carving was the only

way".
it sounded good, so | thought | would give it a Iry.

| got & saw and some wood, and made the sawdust
fly.

| carved a couple of hours, doing the best | could
and stopped to admire my wood.

My wife offered her opinion. She said "my carvings
reminded her of a pile of fire wood”™,

| kept on carving and getting better each day, until,
finally | made the damn thing pay

SERVICE CENTER

WE SELL CARVING BARSI!!
1/4 PITCH SPROCKETS!!
1/4 PITCH CHAINII!

specializing in old and new
Homelite and Poulan Parts

JCT. HWY. 15 & Bus. 36, Box 346
Shelbina, MO 63468
573-588-4T31 Days

573-883-2441 Evenings
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Meet “Capt. Bill” Sonntag

BY Jessie Groeschen
Whiidbey sland, WA

*Capt. Bill' has been a guild member for two years
He is seventy years old and has been carving part time for
18 years. His work is stylized and has a real folk art appeal,

Racenty, he did a  portail of himself for the Projact
Playground in Leonardtown, Maryland,

200 people got together and bullt a playground for
kids in frve days,

The four foot stalue took him one day fo canve and 3
days fo finish it. He used three coals of boiled linseed oil,
mixed half and half with pain thinner then, he topped It off
with 3 coats of spar vamish.

The carving now stands behind the ‘boat”™ area in the ;
playground, Elmer uses & praumatic grindar and (s keepng the

saw dust aul of s kangs.
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MEET OUR
MEMBERS

Gregg Etherington, Big Bear City, California, he has
been carving with a saw for 15 years and carves Juniper
and redwood any size. His best type of wark is wildlife.

Don Backett, Keego Harbor, Michigan, has baen
carving part time for 12 years.

Paul Kiesel, Evansville, Indiana, has a full time job
and does carving on the side and loves it!! He has
been carving for 4 years. (Check out his photo of an
eagle on page 7.)

Pat Ferraro, Melbourmne, Florida, has been carving for
4 years, She makes cypress and palms into pelicans
and tikis,

Ralph Gotham, Kalamazoo, Michigan, is retired, but
he is keeps busy canrving, which he has been doing for
7 years. His best type of work is large birds and
animals.

Ken Miller, National Park, New Jersey, carves white
pine. B” to 2 in diameter fram 1' 1o 8° high. His best type
of work is bears and Indians.

August Birk, Cape Girardesu, is 5 part time carver,
who has been at it for 12 years. He carves all kKinds of
wood and all sizes, anything from realistic to life size
and most often on the stump, He roughs out his
statuary with a chainsaw and then details it with a
Faoredom or Dremal power tools and sands it smooth
and uses natural or 8 wood stain finish.

Ken Weaver,Olympia, Washingten is a fan of
chainsaw carving. He would like to leam more about
the art and possibly start carving himself, one day.

Elmer Hickey from Joliet, lllinois, has been carving for
seven years and carves all kind of wood and differant
sizes. His best works are animals.

Rick Johnson, Kent, Washington has been carving
for three years, His best works are hands and bears.

John Augustad, Roberts, Montana, has been
carving pine 127 to 207 in diameter for four years.

He doss mostly western stuff along with moose and
bears

Fred Hosaka, Coquille, Oregon, added a
chainsaw to his repertoire of tools a year ago. He
also uses dremel, angle sanders, and die grinders.
He uses 3 10" bar on his chainsaw. He alsois a
member of the Power Woodcarvers club of North
Bend, Oregon

Doran Lee, Overgaard, Arizona, has been carving
for one year and carves pondercsa pine and
alligator juniper.

HE!MIJ!R‘I'EBS

* Waodsman 12° Bar $63.00
Zof mong (ga) ..., §9.00

S = Echo Carving F‘ath..uge
= Makita Efectric Paciage
* Carvirg Chain

12° Bar Tip-Siow of p Diwe R

WIST U5 OH THE IMTERANET

. hﬂh‘-'\umm-:m * 14" 3p s
T ri = 30 Minute “How To®
Hnmw-rwumqn Carving Widao

E-Aa: basirpn bl bioadew s com

ki B Tannezsen

ORDER TOLL MEE Well Ship You ASAP

1-800-322-4539



















