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MESSA GE FROM
THE PRESIDENT

B T — ==

Hey there happy campers!

The big one is on the horizon and your
participation would be appreciated. We have done
mone thing's right than wrong.  Westport, for the
maost part, just loves the heck out of us! The air
echo’s with sound of cash registers being over
worked, Business owners go full titt from dann to
dusk and beyond!

It is a unique situation, for a unique art form,
in & unique part of the world. Many things have
come together over a period of ime to make this
event possible.

It is actualty a very fragile operalion. Many
different folks have to do their part in order to make
this contest happen! I'm only there o take the blame
for the stuff that goes wrong!!1!! OF which there is
always semathing. That's the way it goes first your
money then your clothes,

Lance zraham, a local carver in the
Westpor area, (Ocasta to be precise) should be
given the carvers guild equivalent of the medal of
honor because he be “da man” when it come's to the
wood. His 20 year plus relationship with Weyrhauser
has cinched us the nice wood you have gotten for the
last several years, We carvers whe paricipate in this
contest are indebled to his service. Thank you Lance
and thank you big, Weyrhauser. The list goes
on, Jim and Sandy MeBroom who backed # from the
gel go, and spearheaded the ralsing of the prize
money and prizes, putting in eountless houra
throughout the year, promoting the show. The
McBrooms also have quite a supporting cast behind
them, In fact each person that helps usually has a
bunch of folks behind them. So every person and
their little circle help form the big cirde, its a circle
thing. Call for rooms eardy. See you there, Steve

Backus,

MMEMHmumumem
mmmmﬁ.ﬂawwmsm.mm

The Cirifing Edpe
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FROMDOWN UNDER

Kewvin Gilders
North Clayton, Victoria, Australia
ypress (Maurocarfa) is & favored carving timber in
C Victoria. Though not native to the State, they were
planted in great numbers in the past as shelter for
stock.

Many of these trees are being removed or falling over
now 50 the timber s often salvaged.

Carvers like il because ILis available often In large
pleces, carves easlly and is reasonably siable. Certalnly, it has
drawbacks, the bark inclusions, and the litte suprises’ one finds,
{1 ence hit & rabbit trap that had been grown over many years

ago)

When it is left on the ground after cutting, the bark
loosens and various creatures make thelr home in this cozy spat
- particularly huntsman spiders.

These critters grow to 4-5 Inches across, and though they
are said to be relatively harmiess, to the average arachnaphobic
chainsaw carver they ook a mos fearsome beast.

It is not uncommon when carving 8 cypress og to have

-ens of these hairy beasties appear on your work plece. Usually 2

teuch with the saw will send him flying {usuzlly in bits).

That's what | tried to do, but a momentary lapse in
concentration saw me hit him with the underside of the bar, not
the top side.

All those exparienced carvers out there know the physics
imvolved with saw direction, so the next thing | know, the bloody
spider has bean flying back at me and landed neatly in my shifl
on my neck.

What happened next was an added atiraction to the
watching crowd. (Yes, Murphys Law again)

The studious, skilled middie aged carver in his sbundant
safety gear and armed with a powerful noisy chainsaw was
transformed before their eyes.

I started hopping and swiping at my neck as the creature
scuttled beneath my shir.

The chainsaw went one way, hat and earmuffs went
another. Carving, crowd and modesty were forgotten in my mad
scramble to disrobe,

Was il panic? This invader-as big as a mans hand - was
obviously going for the jugular. A huge hairy monster scuttling
over my body,

Off came my shirt, and my singlet as well and | flicked
and stomped in the shavings much to the amusement of the
onlookears,

I calmed down, thoroughly checked my clothing and
dressed again.  After a little while | continued my interrupted
carving.

There is moral to this tale, If you are going to flick
crealure off your work with a chainsaw, use the top of the bar
whare the chain direction is AWAY from youl
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RENEWALS
Magazine s great source of
information and ideas. Anybody oul this
way give me a call, 519-066-2408.
Al Haron
Windsor, Ontario

I'm looking forward lo anolher year
of “The Cutting Edge”. | especially like to
see photos of other people's work and | fike
the *technical” arficles.

John Kadanan
Barre, Mazsachusaifs

Keep the paper coming!
Do Elve
Haogquim, Washinglon

Don't give up the good work of this
paper, for you other caness may not
reglize what this paper means io those who
do not have many other carvers around.
God Bless!!

Gal Conn
Shalbing, Missour

Sorry about ihe duss, man. | must
have been sleeping. Here's my ‘97 & 28,
Great newsletter. Please, keep it

coming.
Fon Jager
Newpar!, Washington

| would like to have a list of carvers
published in this newsletter. Names,
addresses, and phone numbers,
Algxandre Safonoy
Sewltle, Washinglon

Edlitars nofe:

Sasha, # has been our policy not lo
oive out the addresses and phone numbers
of the carvers without their permission first
it 'l give out yours 5o the carvers can
contact you, Sashe Safonov, 351 N, E.
163rd 5t | Sealfle, WA 08155, 206/ 368-
0137

Oakiford, Illionois

ATTENTION CHAINSAW ARTISTS

This year at our Ocean Shores, Washington
contast, we're doing things a little differem,

i's not a day long contest. Basically, we are
geing to have a carving get together, with a barbecue and
a mini contesi.

We're supplying the wood. We'li also have
prizes for 1st, 2nd, 3rd and gifts for EVEryone.

The contest piaces will stay here, and be sold 1o
pay for nexd years barbecue. Last years pieces are
paying for this years food and beverages. So far we
have sponsorship of Pepsi of Aberdeen, Behr Corp. of
Califomnia.

Etue Woodcanving will supply prizes for mini
contest.

The mini confest is set for 12 1o 2 on Saturday,
June Blh with barbecue afterwards.

We do have plenty of camping room If anyona
would like to stay over on Sunday,

Our new place is easy fo find. We're between
Hoquim and Ccean Shores on Highway 109,

We do need your R.5.V.P so we know how much
food o prepare. Call April Etue 360/ 537-6850. Hope to
so8 you all,

= Weadsman 12° Sar $63.00
Zormore (ea) ..., 55,00

& = Echo Carving Facknge
e * Makita Electric Packags
2= = E:WME Chain

I L G THE INTBRMET * 114" Sprockets
foe il
Fipitwnew ke Tabp oIy i * 30 Mimste “How To™
e ks o Carving Vides
s Satadeyy corm

m Californm & Tennemspp

ORDER TELL FREE — Well Ship You ASAP

1-800-322-4539

Longview, Texas
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INEXPENSIVE SANDING WHEELS

Fred Hosaka

Coquille, Oregon
t used to take so much time to change sanding discs on
mmy Diresmel, and the center screw that held i in place
would aiways be bothersome, not only that, it would
invariably tend to seratch my work piece.

A salution, build your cwn inexpensive sanding wheals
that does the job and sawves you time. |t has no center screw, and
can be assembled at home with readily avallable parts.

| have been using these discs after chainsaw carving
whera | nesded ta touch up rough $pots around the faces, o spots
{hat are hard to reach. Mainly, | found them indispensable when
warking with smaller carvings. | used to hats sanding by hand
because of the time It took to sand, sand, sand then change foa
finer grit end repeat sanding some more. Now, | can sand with gmit
A0 then finish up with 120

For rmuch finer finish, | use discs made from medium
drywall sandirig screen, then finish with 600 discs.

MAKING YOUR OWN SANDING DISCS

Start by purehasing some roafing tacks, (nails) with
smooth finish. {mest hardware stores Garmy them) Be sure the
shall diameter is /8" and the length about 3547 fo 17,

Mext, find some oid pipe or conduft of 3M4° diameter
Sharpen one end with @ tabric material of the sandpaper. The
sanding belt is the perfect material for making the disos, Mo
comes the tricky part of cutting your discs

Find & block of wood that wou can stand with the end
grain up. A smedl hardwood log will do nicely.

with the sanding Tabric fawe Up on the wood, the grit side
should be dewn on the wood, place the sharpen end of the pipe
cutter on it and strike it with a hammer until it is separated from
the shest Mow, you have a perfectly round sanding disc.

Go ahead and punch out 50 o more of thesa discs.
(Thera is a logical reason for this many, | will explain later. )

With 50 or more dise |aid cul on a table, fabric sida up,
you are raady to glue the roofing tack.

Using @ small amount of glue, piace it on the fiat surface
of the tack and press it onto the center of the sending disc.  You
will be guessing the exact center, but clese enough that it does not
interfere with vibration when sanding, (Those who want a more
perfect fit, can use a 172" thick sheet of plywood approximately
10°%12" and drill 50 or more holes with & 17 spade drill but only to
& depth of 2 1/8°, Do not go any further since you only want &
eavity to hold the dise and nail. The one inch spade drill will have
a pilot that will learve a 1/8° hale through the wood, Drop & tack
into the hole. With the tack in the hole, apply adhesive to the 1727
head of the tack and place the sanding disc. centering it in the
cavity. Let dry overnight for good adhesion. )

The reason far 50 or mare sanding discs Is far
conveniance. Since i takes the same amount of time to set up for

making the dise, | find it sasier to do 50. Each sanding disc will
last several minutes to an howr or more, depending on the

situation. As they are warn, don't throw the tacks away, |ust
pasd off the ysed part and save 8ach tack for re-use

4 the many type of adhasives on the markel ! find
the adhesive s=alant called GOOP, the most dependable,
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Rocking dinozaur, carved for my greal grand daughter. Carved from
white pine Lging the chainsaw, bandzaw, die grinder and angle
sander. Sanded with the Dremel ssnding disc.
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Gary Blalack is from Longview, Texas.

He recently took up chainsaw carving 10
months ago. He says "In this area it's hard to
find any material on the art form.” He relishes any
information on the art, videos, books and
anything else, cut there. If you would like to help
him out contact him at 146 Delmar, Longview, TX
T5G04, 903/ 752-0595.



















