Tuan Neaigus of Whidbey Ixland, Wa compleres
a sculpurre mode of forest clear cul wedges

Sand Sculpture Contest 3

Firgd ont the deteily of thiz June event.

The Australian National 4

Highlights and photos of this vears comtest

Crraee Deniling shaves ber views on how o be
mare professional in the carving bisiness,

1998 Sequim Results 6-7

Highlighes and Photos from this years contesis.

Westport 1998 9

Denils, pages -7,

Information and application form.
Mother and Chikd By
Saxhe Serfamor: This-—
: m'fatg__mmﬁdda:
Volume V Issue Il MarchiApril 1998 $2.00 g i e )




Page 2

The Cutting,

MESSA GE FROM
THE PRESIDENT

e e —

Another newsletter, hooray for us! | hope the wind is to
your back and your coat is long enough to cover your bull. Nice
weather out here in the great state of Washington, just great, an
early spring helps the soul.

As of late, I've been asked what motivates me to be
involved in contests. ['ve got something like 93 under my bell, or
notches on my chainsaw, If you prefer. First, let me say that any
carver who lives in the stark black and white humorless world of
strict financial gain, stop now! Read no further, it won't help you
o understand. As for the rest of the guys and gals, 1 tell ya, by
1890 when our Gulld was much smaller | had carved In over 30

contests. To go through all the BS 1o get there, just so you could
sleep in your truck. be at it early, carve like & madman all day,
sleep in your truck again, carve all day again, not sell anything,
lose, and go home broke, well “duh” something had to give.
Carvers had 1o get something, | mean "heck”, we were the show.
S0, when | ran into Jim McBroom at the Coho mote! in Westport,
'Wa on that fateful July Day in 1930 and he asked what it would
take io have a contest, | said “wood, carvers and prize maney”,

We had seven carvers, nice wood and we spiit the prize
money evenly, (In fact we split the prize money evenly between
all carvars for the first thrae years)

| 'was the spearhead for sura (or lightning rod would be
more appropriate), But ! had a chance to do it right and by golly
do it right and proper from the get go!! And as they say,
"opportunily meeting praparation equals good luck™. | had sat
around a campfire or truck hood with carvers enough times and
listenad 1o the pissing and moaning and orying and did my fair
share, too, | might add. Westport got rolling and | did everything
wilhin my power to make It happen. 'l tell you, | didn’t quit high
Fohool W organize very lame intemational sculpture contasts, but
it happenad along fhe way!

Qur club and the newsletter put the word out to the world
of earvers, and the town of Westport has come through year after
year. It is the perfect location for this show. Many contesls have
started and died here in the Morthwest and in other parts of the
country, it seems three years are the life cycle's. If they make it
past that mark, there is a good chance they will survive.

As for my mothvation, | figured that if you did the bast you
could and didn't give in to the eynics, well there you go, don't give
up. A good contest is not just show up, carve, then leave. I
done properly it is a chance lo expand your carving world, to
network, to sell your work, 1o make something real cool and push
your limits, te leam how to utilize your saw as efficiently as is
possible and give of yourself, 1o make something happen. The
pay beck will always ba good, financially, spirtually. and morally.
S0, get off your butl and do a cortest] If for no other reason then
you did it instead of talking about it. Alyong can flap their jaws!
Bye Bye o

Steve Backus

LET  TERS

RENEWALS
Hope everyone |5 doing fine. Keep up
the good work. My albows have been
giving out! Hope they hold up or at 15
years of carving, that may be it,
Jdotin Paratts
il W

EDITORS MOTE:

Tendenitis? Sore glbows? Tryextra
suppliments of wiiamin B complex. Some have
had grest success, affer just 8 few day the pain
goes away or |3 grestly reduced.

NEW SUBSCRIBERS
| entered my first competition,
Seplember 1887, Michigans 1st chainsaw
canving competition.  After 3 month
experience, | placed &th, hall of a point off
5th place, out of 19 carvers, 100%
chainsaw work, This year Il be entering 3
Michigan competitions and aiming for 1st
place,
Joel Qstrander
Cseads, M

EDITORS MOTE:

-Joel, cangratulations on such a fine
perfarmance, for your first contest

This ig the first I've heard of the Michigan
contest, If anyons has any photos and
Infermation, please send it in. Also, | would like
the dates and Information of the three cther
Michigan competitions, if anyane has them.

NEW MEMBERS

Chris Westwood Tukwila, Washingten
Josl Ostrander Oscada, Michigan
Robert Plerce Crescant City, Califormia
Phillip Finton Belfair Washington

The Cutting Edge iz published bimealhly by the. Cascade
Chaireaw Seulptors Guild, a Washinglon Stale, independert
nenprofll organizaiion devoled to the advance of chainsnw ad
power sculplure.  Acthifies of the COSGE includs sculplure
confests and shows, The Citing Edge newsksier, and varkus:
:I:frlnm“nm Membership is $30 00 a year and opan
The Cutthng Edge
5 odited
8110 Scafchet Head Foad * Clinlen, WA S9258
380 331-5150 or 380V 5TS-T811

emall grossch@whidbey.cam

by Jessle Grosschen, asst. aditor, Pat Moy
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Crucifix
fvan Meaigus
Langhay, WA

The symbol of the
crucifix appeared to me
during the lime | was
making & series of
sculpiures made of
wedges that are chain
sawexd when freas arg
felled. After always
hawving fived in big cities, |
had moved to Whidbay
Island, WA in 1984 to a
property that was
surrounded by trees
When I first moved to the
Island, each moming, |
would thank the trees for
their relationship | fell
with my envirgnment, |
heard the sound of chain
sawing. Lipon my endguiry
I found that 40 acres was
in the procass of belng
clearcul. Needless to say
1 felt invaded and
helpless ta change the
damage and hurt that
was done to the trees and
surrounding nature. After
the dust had settled |
gathared in the wedges

souiptures, one being the
CRUCIFIX.

The Crucifix to me
is a symixol of suffering.
To be crucified is one of the most painful means of
execullon created by the human race. It is also a symbol of
hepa in thal suffering can give us the insight 10 compassion,
and extend to each other acceptance, lolerance, and
understanding. The Crucifix can be & symbol of truth in that
war, starvation, and suffering will no longer be tolerated by
the numan race. Perhaps, it is unreafistic to consider sech
jdeals. and that such changes are passible. | hope that this
wirk can reach out and help others understand that the
CRUCIFIX =-a symbol of hope, oplimism, peace, and a
o [oving world.

UPDATE: The work was purchased by donations of the
congregation of the Lutheran Church in Freeland, WA, With
the help of the owner of the property, Debwa Waterman,
seadlings wera planted, and the land s recovering. The
schools are presently the custodians of the land, and |'am
happy o report that the fand is fooking good and |s receiving
much tender loving cara (TLC).

Waad aeeemblage, Height 108",
Width 53", Depth 127,

and hegan a senes of five |

Saw Dust & Sand at Ocean
Shores, June 27 & 28

Ready for & little Carving Cross Pollination? Ocean Shores
has added Chainsaw Carving to their Sand Sculpture
Contest weekend. Ooean Shores will be having 2 first time
chalnsaw carving exhibition at the Ocean Shores convention
center. Artisls may bring finished work for sale and may sell
or keap all work done at the exhibition. A carvers auction will
be held.

Ocean Shores |s the host of the Norh Wesl Sand Sculpture
Open, featuring the winners of Ihe Cannen Beach,
Longbeach, Portland and Wenelchee Contest. Chainsaw
carving seemed a natural compliment Lo the sand sculpture
contest, | figured that folks that like sand sculpture will also
like: chainsaw canving as well.

Ocean Shores will provide some wood, hotel reoms (Fri. &
Sat night) and show up $% provided, but these are limited.
(Think Westport in it's first year). |f you'd like 1o attend
please call to reserve you space. If you'd like to try your
hand at the sand sculpiure competition, it starts 2t 8 AM on
Saturday, with a $1000 prize for 151 place.

Interested artists please contact:
Bert Adams  360/574-2378  SandSculpt@transporl.com

Pat McWay 380 578-TB1
Steve Backus  360/570-3574

Sand Sculpture
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Stihls’ Australian National
Chainsaw Carving
Competition

Kevin Gilders
North Clayfon, Victoria, Ausfralis

ur 4th competition produced a rising standard and good
variaty of work by & carvers from across Australia.
Once again the chainsaw carving was a huge
attraction at the Alernative Farming Expo and sponsor
satisfaction would seem to indicate long term continued
involvement,

The masterpiece 8 hour canving was won by portrait
specialist John Brady (his 4th title) with a lifelike carving of
Australian cricket great, Sir Don Bradman,

Second place Kevin Gilders decided against golng *head to
head” with John by hiding his subjects face behind a plle of boxes,

Rob Sheehan placed third with a wildlife scene of fur and
feathers.

Best Movice carver was won by Morberto Sacramento, an
Ice Garver al his first sttempt at this new medium of timber. His
eagle carving showed a bold dramatic siyle and he is certain to
improve his standing with experience.

Cther subjects carved were the Ausralian coat of arms by
B.) Gentry, a John Deere traclor by John Mangan, a love Seat by
Frofessor David Hay and 2 of the 3 wise mankeys by our lady carver
Angela Palglaze.

Jovhn Brady with cricket great, Don Rradn Coat of arms by 8.0 Cheitry,




























