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MESSAGE FROMTHE PRESIDENT

A contest has happened on a small point of land,
where a carver named Nyal, did maks a firm stand,

"¥es this can happen” he told this small town.
", | can get carvers, the best ones amound.”

Phone calls were made and letters wera sant
and e kept on carving, ya gotta pay renl

t's pretty shon notice and the paper is late.
He's hoping they' Il come, he's dons set the date.

Ot goes the word upon the fall breeze.
As with rumor and gossip, it circulates with ease

Lip in Washington, the gang gets the word.
I the: great state of Oregon, why Marvin had heard

Saddie up and let's go, is the cry an the wind
I'll just pack my whesl bearings and you count us in.

Little bears are made just for the journey,
he's been south since Westport, by golly's it's Jeff Turnay!

So they start fo armve, much to Nyal's reliaf
ard the small town skeptics got their beliefs,

The woods a little iate,

thank tha Lord for Jerry Muir,

his haavan sent boom truck gat the trees over here
almost on date.

Sasha amves and Don E. Dykema too, well,
making Cavers 10 wood & like ringng 2 bell

Etand the log's upt They hope, stare and think
will my plan work st all? Maybe, iet's drinkl|

Some will have bear or coffee or pop
but whatever your preference there are stonies o top.

Of place's they've bean and of log's they have hauled
and customars efl happy and of trocks that have stalled.

A roar and @ rettie up the road, it sounds scary

It comes into view "Why, hey, t's Kerryl®

Us carver's treated right, was so very fine

when Lynn, Boaz and Dennis showed, we all had some wine.

Conrad rolled in it's gonna be tough!!
Steve Bahr impad down without enough stuff,

Mark Culp is here and Rob from out east
Dirty Dick’s boy, Steve, haz landed. ready to feast.

Pat and Jessie are packed, left at first light.
but, that wes last Tuesday, we might see them tonight.

Surfer dudes and fishermen are at the beach aary
They thought they were weird, but these carvers are squirelly.

Look how excited they get over a big block of wood.
They contemplate mighty just 2s they should.

They turn and thay bwist and make it just so.
Strangers ara in the crowd, but they see we are pro

So Nyal, my friend you did if st that
You pulled that old rabbit right out of your hat.

And the strangers in the crowd, some now are fiends,
to Myal | heard many amends.

Mow help is forth coming everyone good will be seen
But Nyal be sure to call Mr. Bean!!

What a great show and what a great time
with many fafks helping o make it 5o fine.

I'm sure looking forward now to Point Arenal
& woodcarvers version of Californiz dreaming!|

NEW MEMBERS

Bert Adams Vancouver, WA
Kathleen Schuck Nampa,|D
Patrick Doyle Floyd, 1A

Jim Pieczulewski Ann Arbor, MI
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EVER NOTICE THAT..

Grace Dowling
Hesparia, CA
vir nobice when you have a ton of bears,
falks ask wiy you dan't have any
raccoons, beavers, squinels etc? That
lzrger things (generally easier and faster
to make), bring you more monay than the
amall things with all of those tiny, painstaking
detzils that took you farever o make?

Haw on the one day that you sctually
wear somewhat decent [ooking jeans,, you
somehow manags o sitin oll and then go to the
gracery store with 8 huge brown stain on your butt
and little kids giggle at vou and you don't even
have a clue why.

Ever pass wind really koudly when you
thought that nobody was amund? And it turns out
that your naighbors are walking up behind you
with their visiting relatives fo show them all those
neato carvings you da.

Mot that these things have heppended o
me, but have you aver noticad that when you've
been exira cautious and nonchalant about
blowing 3 snotwad out one side of yer nose that
at the precise moment that you blow someaone
drives up in a new shiny red Ferrari? {I hope Mr
Leno doesn't use that on his show).

Ever wonder how, say your pulling a nail
out of & piece of wood and the head pops off..you
get hit in the head so hard with the hammer it just
kracka yau aut eold?  And thea you have to bedl
avary Tamity member and Triend over and over for
2 week, how yau got that big goose &00 on your
forehesd? Then, as they shake their heads and
Trawny concern you have to listen solemly to ail
'Il'-u"se Iofty lectures, on the hormrible hazards of

mralls!

A lady customar was azking me about 2
paricular bear. She wanted to know if the wood
was going ta crack any further? As | confidenthy
assured her that this thoroughly seasoned piece
coukdn't possibly crack any mode than it already
had, the bear made a loud POP! noise, and
anather crack suddenky appearad, “Well, no
more than that...” | mumbled. She looked at me
in ghsolute dibelel and quickly walked awey
Don't ya just hate it when things ke that happen?

RETIRED INTO
CHAINSAW CARVING

Bill PLant, (Full time chainsaw carver.)

Doplestown, PA
| guess there are some people who retire from cheinsaw
canving, | retired into chamsaw canving. Mow that I'm
canving fulltime, everyday is & vacation because | love
what I'm doing. The orders for carvings just keep
caming and | just kesep carving,

This was my goal si short years aga, I've had lots of help
reaching my goal. My wife, {Alene), has been very supportive and
hetpful all along. The “Delaware Valley Woodcarvers Club®, got
me started thinking | could canve. A chainsaw carver from
Bushkill Falls, Pennsylvania, Showead me how to carve an sagle
and after that | started going to the chainsaw carving competition
at Tupper Laks, Mew York. The second year | went there, |
watched the carvers fram Washington State and the carnver from
Wapwallopen, Pennsylvania. | thought If | can get half as good as
these guys and girls, 'l be very happy.

Then the third year at Tuppsr Lake, here comes a young
carver from Spring City, Pennsylvania. His carvings were really
Great, S0 | had to st my standards higher. This carvar keep
getting better and better over the years o Some.

Than | gat a chance to watch a carver from Hartsville,
Pennsylvaniz, (he travels alot), but, | walched him make chainsaw
caming ook easy and his canings loaked like real life. | thought
“wow, | really have a long way to go, i | want fo get as goaod as he
camvers |'ve seen so far, Then | walchad a carver from Stantan,
Missour, | was astonished. This carver really carved
magnificantly. He carved fast and he really carved great

I put together & caning contest in the year 1995, The
canvers from YWWapwallopen, Pennsylvania, Stanton, Missoun,
fMuncy Valley, Pennsylvania, Spring City, Pennsylvanie, East
Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, Georgetown, Kentucky, Tell City,
Indiana, Grimslay, Tennasses, Wrightstown, Mew Jarsey, and
Upper Black Eddy. Pennsyhiania and a carver from Flarida, (now
Sauth Carolina), came up and carved at the contest, he really
made it look easy, and he canved a beautiful carving in a very
shart ime

The bwao day contest was & big help for me because |
kriew that | would be & full time chainsaw carver in the year 1998,

I'va carved with many other really good carvers from the
East Coast to the West Coasl, from the South o the North and it
has helped me to kesp trying to get better,

Being 8 member of the Cascade Chainsaw Sculptors
Guild and recaiving tha Cutting Edge newsletter, has been one of
the mest helpful things I've done so far As the president of the
guild said in 1997 “The futures so bright | gotta wear shades”

All chainsaw caivers are welcome to stop at my place.
4366 U.S. HWY. 202, Doylestown, Pennsylvania. Just call 1-800-
241-0031 and bring your saws if you want fo canve, or just drop by
to zay hedlo.
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
CHAINSAW SCULPTURE

CHAMPIONSHIPS

E

J essie Groeschen
Whidbey Isiand, W4
n the western part of the country, about
as far west as you can go on Hwy 1, sits
& coastal town, north of San Fransisca,
called Polnt Arena, California, It's a
emall town thatl depsnds on its s2a urchin
harvesting industry, ather narvesting endeavors,
lourism, and surfing, And in October, it depended
on a four day chainsaw carving contest for fun
and entertainment.

The contest was dreamed up by local
resident and carver, Nyal Thomas after his
participation in the Westport, WA contest held in
August. In just two short months, he got the town
together, some respectable redwond logs, good
prize money and sixtesn carvers (ten of thetr fram
Washington siate),

¥iren he (irst approached the Caseade
Chainzaw Seulptors Guild about putfing on &
contesl, he called up Pat McVay  He told Pat he
wanted to have a carving contest patternd after
the one he had just participated in at Westport and
he said he wanted tohave it in October. Pat s3id
‘sure, great!” and gave him the lo down. thinking
he wanted to have it in Octeber 1969, "Ng | want
1o do in Oclober this year " Nyal said.  So, that is
how the intial conversation went and Myal put it
tagether and the rest is history.

The therne was grapes, wine, and nautical.
And along with the carving event was & great wine
tasting by local vinters.

Conrad Sandoval from Eastern
Washington won, He carved Jesus turning water
into wine. An action packed piece, Conrad
installed a recirculating fountain to his plece an
had the lifesize Jesus pouning water from 3 jug
into three other vessels. The miracle of red food

2nd place finishar, Steve Backus

colonng added a good touch to the “wine.” 1st
place prize money, $2000. 2nd place was Steve
Backus of Whidbey Island, Washinglon, Steve
carved one of his intricate humauraus story poles
and won $1200. He barely beat out his sister Lynn
Backus of Ocean Sharas, WA, who placed




The Cutting Edge Page 5

3rd. She did a lighthearted, fun piece: a
bunch of bears drinking wine in a barrel of
grapas winning $800. 4th place went to
Jerry Muir of Leggett, Califronia. Using a
redwood root he carved a group of sea
otters, cavorting with the waves and won
$600. 5th place went to Sasha Safanov,
Seatfle, WA, who carved a 10ft. wine
godoess, winning $500.  6th place was
captured by Kerry Hargard of Kelso, WA, he
carved an Bfl, nautical bench and won $300,
Tth place, Jessie Groeschen of Whidbey
Istand, WA, She carved a kg chair with a
high back and a television to go with it (and
on TV was the chainsaw carving cantest).

O the nght canving extracrdinare and coniest
organizer, Myal Thomas. On the lsff the MC and slow
lalking auvctioneer Boaz Backus.

The prize money was $200, 8th place was Marvin Howard
of Oregon, he carved a lively, windblown sea captain at the
helm, winning $150. Oth place was Steve Bahr, who
carved an 8fl. lighthouse scene. The prize money was
F100. 10th place, Mark Colp of California, whe carved two
dolphins embracing, winning $50.

Novice division: Don Dykema of Sequim, WA, won this
division. He carved a couple of barking seals an the rocks
along with & real spiney sea urchin.  Jeff Turney got 2nd,
carving & bear lying on his back drinking out of g barrei of
wina. 3rd went to Rob Anderson, A captain in the Air
Force, Rob recently did his ime and got out and is now
traveing with his family across the United States. He had
met Pat Mc\Way in Seattle, (Pat was doing a show there)
Rob had mentioned that he was traveling to California, =0
Pat said "You must come and watch the contest” Not only
did Rob come and watch but he carved and got a
respectable 3rd place. 4th place went to Dennis Hermey of
Ocean Shores, WA, It was his 1st time in a contest. He
canved a happy sea captain complete with pegleg and a
glass of wines.

JUDGES

Thera were five judges. David Carlin, originally from
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, gradusted from Detrait Society
of Aris and Crafts with degrees in Fine Arts and Industrial
Designs. Dick Warren, taught art history for 30 years at
San Mateo and Marin Community College. Presently on
faculty at Santa Rosa Junior College. Ronald Fodgers,
has a masters degres in sculpture from San Francisco
State University. He has judged sculpture shows for the
Sonoma County Cultural Arts Council, Pamela Hahn has
a degree in sculpture from the

Jessie Groeschen sits, rests and chooks
wihats an TV

























