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The Cutting Edge

PRESIDENT S

MESSAGE

Steve Backus
Whidbay [sland, WA

ella my friends, today was a greal day, A

wake for Charles Koch, fellow carver, was

the order of the day end a fine ane it was.

He died of cancer. He had carvings io

findsh right up to the end. A lot of you folk's
didr't know Charles and some thal did wara kind of
snaoly about his shyle, | invite vou cordially 10 go pee
up a mope. | admired the way he marched to the beat
of hiz own drum! | had the good fotuna to know him
in the circle of carvers and in the circle of friends on
South Whidbey lsland! His life touched many and
now bie is gone. | did the manly thing and cried inmy
truck on the way home. This year al Westpor the
contest will be in his memony. Lova yva dude, se you
later!

Back to business, s happaning, Wasiport
Iz here. So many things have coms logather to make
it happen, that it just blow's me away. 10 years!l A
decadal Al your fingers. Howewver you add it up here
e are, Why does [his contest prosper and grow,
when 50 many have faled?  The clues are wiltén all
aver tha pages of tha Cutting Edge
You see the basic philosephy of this contest

15 camvers first, canvers first and lastly, carvers first. It
is & surprisingly simple concept. Wary few rules, so
thera is no need of 2 carvar pabce, Us carvers make
it happen. If's true when the logging ruck show's up
i the mioming most carvers help cut wood, this
maka's quite a differance. We depand on no culside
farce’s thus no oneto lat us down. Plus, the fact it's
first come first serve on the wood. Every cnce ina
while va gotta slap the hand of a greedy litftle piggy
carver bul not ofter.  This town is the parfect venue
for this show. Everyone shows initiative and fexibility
to make it happan bul most importantly the carvers
are reated right. | cannaot express enough how
Impartant this 5. 11 5 a placa to discus the future of
our art. & tirme o reflect on the past, of shoulders we
have steod on fo be able to wew farther than our own
exparience would allow, OF meating fellow carvers of
many strpas, some passibly bacoming ofd friends on

down |ifes wandering path, But firsl ya golta maet each
ather, thug the Waestport contest here in its 10th year is an
opperunity for many paths to cross. And on down the
road whoever won that year tades a bit but you sure
remembar someona you Fked and got along with. Ya' il
can have as much fun as you want. Carve something cool
maybe win, place ar show, you might mest someone who
was copying your idea ten years before you even started
carving. The possibilifies are endless.

Steve Backus.

NEW MEMBERS

Jim Clark
Marcey Sievers
Dave Stephens

Manilla, 1A
Valles Mines, MO
Gig Harbor, WA

The Cutltimg Edge is publizhed bimonthly by the Cas-
cagde Chainsaw Sculptors Guild, & Washingion State,
incapendant nonprofit organization devoted fo the ad-
vance of chainsaw and power sculpture. Activities of
tha CCSG include sculpiure contests and shows; The
Cutting Edge newslettar, and various other member
sanvices. Membarship s $20.00 a year and open 12 all,
The Cufling Edge

is edited by Jessie Groaschean,

asst. editor, Pat McWay

5612 Dsprey Lana * Frealand, WA BE249

360 331-5150 or 3607 57T9-7811

amail groeseh@whidbay com
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NORTHERN REFLECTIONS

Rob Fords
Agassiz, Brtish Columbia
n response 1o Sleve Backus's encouragement
within the Januarny/February "Message form the
President”, | have decided to give birth to a new
addifion to the Cuifing Edge. "Martharn
Reflections” will include my version of the
Canadian perspective on the an of chainsaw carving. As
well as sharing my thoughls as a relative rookie carver, |
would like to include photographs of canvings from
various iocation in British Columbia.  Hopefully | can
aspire to the angoing quality of the ather contributers,
making the Cufting Edge my favorite plece of journalsm.
| will bagin at my beginning. 've always enjoyed
ant, especially carvings, but like most never dare test my
creativa side. i was a typical Canadian holiday._we wernt
to the statas. Specifically the Oregan Coast, in the early
nineties, and witnessed first hand the act of canving with &
chainsaw, 3eeing the steps in the process made the
beautiful finished placas a little less intimidating, and was
probably the key lo me giving it a try. | bought a cute bear
cub (10 inch size) at Brian McEneny's shop in Seal Rock,
That was the best $50 | ever spant,
| had an akd Husky powarsaw with an 18" bar that
| had usad dunng a brief stint of kogaing 1o pay for "highsar
educatlon”. With that saw and Brian's bear | began
camnving ugly renditions of Brians quality, As awiul as my
firzet haare ware, tha family loved tham and | wan first
prize at cur local fall fair. Wheopee! | was hooked. The
Dusiness was starmed and the tax deductions pourad in,
Ag | aceurmulated tooks and carings my accountant
accurnulated gray hairs and worry lines. Over the vears
cinea | have actually sold a kot of carvings, but 'm still
anjoying the progress in guality thal comes with being
fairly new to something. Just a few years ago | went back
to fird where | kad bouwght that bear. | needed another
Six", There it was Seal Rock, and low and behold the
artist was at work, What luck! 1 introduced myself to
Brian, showed him my light weight albem and proceeded
iz absorb as much information as | could. it was Brian
McEneny who have me a copy of the Culting Edge
leading me 1o all you wonderful people. by retum trip to
Oregon was fraitful in that while Inspired | envisicned a
carnving idea that | compbeted after returming home and
that carving is till oy favorite to date. | belleve that all
carvers banefit greatly by seeing other paople’s work,
especially at thalr shops.
One | recalved the Cutting Edge | traveled to
Sedro Woolay in 1338 ta view Rocky MacArthur's

competition. What a great show! Bul even mere
impressive was the warm resposne | receivad from Pat
McVay and Steve Backus. Al their insistence | decided
then and there Wesport was for me. The whaole Wespord
axpenaenca was greal | met a lot of super peopée,
lzarnead something about the competition aspect of
carving and was satisfled with my first contest entry! My
only regret, | didn't set the bar high encugh! (A sporting

_h-"'l-".:"‘ ' {

[

Hob Forde working an his Wesiport piece,

metaphor, nothing to do with powersaws.] 1999 will ke
different, I'm counting the days until August,

Currantly 've sold hall my chiropractic practice as
of May o allow me more time 1o carve. My current
canng goal ks to work my way up into the pro division by
newt year, Weastpon 20000 In the future 'd like o host a
compatition shmifar to those I'va seen in Washington,

Well, that brings us 1o to the present day. 'l talk
to you soon, through the pages of The Culiing Edge

Or. Rob Farde s chainsaw carver, chiropracior, and
maotnvational speaker Agassiz, BC, Canada,
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SEDRO WOOLEY
CONTEST RESULTS

Pat M ¢ Vay
Whidbey lsland, Washington
he 4th of July brought soma new public art to
a small town. Mastled in the foot hills of the
Cascade Mountains in the northeastern part of
Washington state, Sedro Wooley has for the
last 100 years, relied on logging from the abundant
forests arcund it Like alot of small towns, things have
changed lately. Loggins is restricted and monay is
hard 12 come by. Recently, tourism was looked at as a
new means of income. For 64 years, the annual
“LoggerRodec” has afways been a good draw on the
dth of July weekend, [t's the longest running logging
contast in state, 4 years ago local carver Rocky
MacArthur added a woodcarving competition to it. But
the impact of the 3 day contest goes beyond just that
weskend, Each year, the LoggerRoden association
buys two of the contest pieces and they are place in
prominent lacations around town, Localk merchants
are encouraged 1o do the same and now there are
SEVeral sculplures along the streeets, gracng the front
of their establishments. Along with several of Rocly's
pleces, the tonw now sports eleven large woodcanings
around the town...It's becoming a tourist attraction, and
the town is getting to be know as a place to viit and
sea large wood sculpture depicting norhwest history
and wildlife,

The businesses are realising that often
someona stops 1o lake a photo at a carving near their
door and the newsxt thing you know, the folks come in
and shop around or have a bite fo eat.

Rocky, with tots of help from his wife Emily,
provided fine hospitality and some beautiful wood again
this year. 8 long x 3" diameter red cedar. This year's
winners were st Conrad Sandoval, 2nd, Steve
Backus. 3rd: Phil Finton. 4th: Casey Young

The contest is planned again for next year whean
no doubt the town will add a few more pieces to its Fak
growing collection. Conrad Sandoval of Exstem Washington pulling

o the Winming toushes,
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LEFT: Steve Backus carves tha ghost of a logger, fish,
books, eagle, ying amd yang symbal. punclicalion marks,
garbage can, fish skelelon, logoing equiprment, fofem pola,
and i’ a chairtoo. He tiled it The big #7 ABOVE:
Dezxter Lowis soars high with fus disc grinder,



















