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INTHIS ISSUE FEROM THE EDITOR

3 ccsg news As yau can see, The Cutting Edge has a
nmew ook, [ hops you ke the new styde. In fhis
iEsue, is some greal pholographs by Pater Wiant,
Paler is a professional ofpLrmalist,

4 letters, views & ideas pfmragmﬁ;pdnmramapmdpﬂpa. For

those of you who carved &t Westport, Pefer probiably

has a photograph of veu. He's working on posting
the photo's on his website, and from there you can
ordar the ones you ke, for a good price. I'm sure

you would want ane or a few, it would look nght-o,

i your povtfalio. Check out his 1 minute videa of the

12 finland Waslpor! contest, o a www.nonhwasiohota.com,
He is also working on & documentary of the Wasport
contest, as is Harvey Bundy. Looking fonwand fo
saeing both of them.

13 imagineering Speaking of Wastport, | participated at The
Big ONE! As vsual it was a perfect place fo carve
up a big chunk of Sitka Spruce. Although, getiing

14 classifieds thera proved to be an ordeal. My 1986 Ranchere
broke on tie eve of my deparfure, resulting i me
driving & small Mazada pickup with Kevin and Laurel
Gilders from Australia, niding in the front with me.

ON THE €OVER: John Schulz, winner of Tha B Fror Lanne! had (s ot four fiouts Wil e geer

Onel held &tV estporn, WA See aficle on page &. : shick, stuck in her lag. Buf she was very
understanding. s greal when people from ouf of
town come fo visit, becavse it forces me fo do things
I wowldn't normally do, Mke go on the Boeing Tour,

6 the big one!

The Gutting Edge Wikat a place. Anyway, Kevin and Laurs! thank you
for coiming ail ihe way out fere o carve,
Editor I hopa you all enjoy this issira . And please
Jessie Groeschen keep subsenbing, 5 only going fo gef better
380, 331, 5150
Jessie Groeschen.

Addrass all editarial correspondence to:

The Cutling Edge

5612 Osprey Lane .

Freeland, WA 98249 New Subscribers
E-mail: greesch@whidbey.com

The CCS3G Marty Long Frazier. PA

pro—— John & Mary Maylor Seattle, WA

The Cascads Chainsaw Sculptors Guild, an JT Lowe Langley, WA
indapendent nonprofit organization devoted to the Mature Chainsaw Art Manitou Springs; CO
advaca of chainsaw and power sculpture. Lewis Bradlay Palmer, AK

Membership is $20 a year and includes The Culting

Edge publication which is produced bl-manthiy. B S Wellingtor, OF
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CCSG NEWS

MINUTES OF THE CCSG MEETING

Sept. 7, 1999, Inattendance: Pat McVay, Susan Miller,
Janiny Massinger, Jessie Groeschen, Harvey Hich Bundy,
Bill Bruzas, Lynn Backus, Steve Backus, Nanette Backus.

Topic: Existential Crisis or "Do we need a naw direction?”

I was only after some genaral discussion that | offered 1o
write minutes, and | didn't have paper and pencl, 5o these
are only a stab at minutes. | may have left things out. |
o, will do hatter next time. There wera several topics of
discussion:

1. The Westport contest was once again & succass, with
mary wonderlul carvings. Getting started earlier would
taka some of the crganizational tasks off of Steve's
shoulders. There was 1alk of paying someone to do the
secretarial tasks,

2. Harvey had & video documentary that he is working on
of the contast, but thene was no VOH, so weo didn't see it.
3. How about judges? The guild could develop a list of
qualified judges who are able 1o judge the quality of
chainsaw carving. If's imporant o have judges who are
knowledgeable both about art and about chainsaw canving
and who can be unbiasad in their scaring.

4, The newslettar has been financed in bwo ways, Oneis
dues, subscrigtions and ads. The ather is donations from
guild sponsorad contests, In the last several years, the
Westpart contest has been the only one contributing
anything to the newsletier. We need to find 2 batter way
to support he newsletter. One poasibility is for The
Cutting Edige to become independant of the guild and
soek sponsorship from not only the CCSG but also ather
ofoanizations who are interest in chainsaw news. We
wiauld like 1o find & way to encourage other guild approved
contest organizers to contribute too.  There was talk of
workshops, arts grants and othar maney-rinsing
strateqias.

5. We talked aboul developing a point systerm far contast
sirmilar to the system used by the Rodeo Cowboys
Association. That is, every dollar wen at 8 guild approved
contest would go toward a high point winner for the year,
with an appropriate award. Thera ware a few suggestions
for awards, If would be necessary to develop a system for
keaping track of paints accurately. i we used a system
likes this, there could be a regular ciroult of contest
throughout the year and it would encourage organizers to
provide generous prizes.
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B. Some people go to contest not to win, but to leam from
cther carvers, 1o be ingpired, and to socialize with other
carvers, Contest need to be good for these paricipants
leo. The newsbetter also sarves thase purposes and
keeps carvers informed about other canvers and about
how te improve their caring.

7. Wa need to have regular meetings. Four per year
would be a good number. Since Whidbay stand is homea
to 20 many carvers, that might ba a good place.

However, there i also a hige canving stow n Puyallup in
Mavember, which has traditionally been a time to hold
mestings, 50 we will schadule one there this year,

8. It is time 1o elect new officers. Sinca contest have
been a big part o f the guild we should have a conlest
chairman as ane of the officars.

g We nead to discuss the purpese of the guild as i
applies o chainsaw art in other areas than contest. How
to increase public awareness, how o become recognized
as an art form, possibly developing & museum, getting
involved with carvers from arcund the waorld, eic.

NEXT MEETING
Mowernbar 14, 1992 at 8:00 AM

WHERE: Catlins restaurant, across from the Westem
Washington Falrgrounds entranca.

AGENDA: Setting meeting dates for the coming year.
Dieciss [udging guidelines for contests. Discuss point
eyetem for contestants. Funding for the newslatter. Guild
purposes bayond conlests,

Il yau would fike to see other items on the
agenda, please lel Jessie or Susan know. This would be
a shor meetng, since it will be held betore everyone
starts the sacond day of canving in Steve’s African animal
contest, but we will try to at least brigfly address the
agenda items. If you will not be able o makea it o this
mesting, let us know any ideas you have about fhe
agenda topics.

PRESIDENT

Susan Milier Is now he new president of the Guild. She
is one of the founding members and a plonser in
chainsaw carving. Thanks 1o Steve Backus for all his
hard work as president {or the last four year,
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LetterseViewpointseldeas

NEW MEMBERS

I was in Ocean Shores in
June, for the Sand & Sawdust
compelition. | was there primarily for
the sand seulpting competition, but
was exiremaly surprised at the
quantity ard quality of artwork that
the chain saw carvers produced. My
wite and | put off same much needed
vard work so that we could view the
canvings one last tims before the
judging. | had already picked my
favorite. | was amazed at the
attention to detail In most of the
aculptures. Even the so callad
NoVice plecas wers pratty
spectacular.

| like the idea of the mini
carve competiion. What a novel
way 1o get the carvers to come with
no antry fee required. We
purchased the first “Welcome” Bear
from the last mini canve auction on
Saturgay. What greal fun, and how
inGpiring, 1 8mM a persan who ig
willing te iry mast anything once in
my fifie, 20 1 went home and got a
round of weed that | hadn't split for
firewaod, bought a small electric
ehain saw and stared hacking away.
This is real work, But after awhile, |
had the shaps of a bird cut out,
Hapefully one day it will look lika the
eagla that | had intendad, Tima will
tedl.

¥hile at the Ocean Shores
competition, Beaz spoke of The Big
Omnel, coming up at Westpart, We
were going 1o be in Ocean Shores
that whole week for a family reunion,
g0 we filled cur scheduls with The
Big One! for all four days, We were
oniy able to attend thras of the four
days. Fartunately, we were high
bidders for the feather carved by
Kevin Gilders fram Australla. Heis a

wary nice man and | asked him o
come back next year. Heow about that,
I have sean two compatitions and fow
| am irying line up next years
competitors! This i infectious,
Maybe the guild should setup a prize
for the furthest traveled to The Big
Omnel. |am sure it cost Kevin a pretty
penny to come and panicipate,
Thanks for coming Kevin.

It was fun to try and figure cut
what was being created from thoss
massive logs. 11 fook three days to
finally figure out a couple of them, |
think thera in lies fhe secral of a good
carver, Being able to see it before it
appaars, And | suppose pointing that
contounded chain saw in the rght
direction helps also,

It wasn't as easy for me fo
pick my favorite at this competition. I
5 now wander, with 40 plus sculptors,
| wouldn't want 1o be the judges trving
io figure that one out. Speaking of
judges, apparantly some of the
compalitors wera less than happy with
soma of the judging results. Where
there is subjective judging, there will
always be someane wha s
dizappointed. While walking around
and viewing the finished praducts
again before leaving for home, | heard
some grumbling amongst some of the
competitors. “Bogus” this, *1 am not
coming back rnext year® thai, "he
wasn't even finished” ate, These
comments made me go back and
evaluate the pieces and places again
in my mind. Some of the comments
seemed to be valid. | don't know what
the rules require. Regardless of the
validity of the complaint, the bottom
lirse here ks that the competitors
should be professicnal enough to
keep thosa kind of comments o
themsehes until they have the ability
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o make them heard to the peapla
that can do something about it. 1t
anly doas harm for the people
{potential purchasers) that are milling
arcund. It did add a negative twistto
a totally awescme weekeand far me.
The anly negative ona | might add,
My take on the weekend s
this; It seemed that everyone
invoived was having a great time.
And not only that, they were frying 1o
make sure pthers {competitors and
spectators) were having a greal fime.
The competitors and staff were all
pretty much approachabla. | was
given the attention and tha
information that | needed to ensure |
had a good time. The “Slow Tatking
Auetionesr” kepl the crowds gaoing
pretly weall, all weekend long. The
artwork was fotally awasome, 1'd
dream of baing so creative.
| purchased a copy of the
prageam and donated some monay
for all the back issues of The Culting
Edge | have read it all twice, and H's
only Monday! | need maore so | am
enclosing my membarship
application. Hopefully you will lat me
in the guikd even if | haven't
produced & carving..yet!
Keep up the good work,
Wha knows, maybe | will give it a go
next year,
Ran Woods
Kent, WA

My partner Teri Bacca and |
own chainsaw art gift shop, We've
owned it since 1895. | am learning
from the 8 artist who provide me with
thelr termific carvings,

Nature of Chatngaw Art
Manitou Springs, CO
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| just got started, inspired by ihe
work of Mike McVay.
Lewiz Bradley
Falmer, AK

WESTPORT

Wi just wanted 10 thank you
for making our trip to Westport such
a great and maemorable experience,
everyone thare we lalked to, ware s0
nice and helpful,

We also want (o praise you,
all the carvers, on a job well done.
‘We thought the whole competifion
was very professicnally run yet stil
maintaimad a friandly and humorous
flai.

We could clearly see Boaz
suctioneering takas top honors in
crowd conirel, he does a great job
not only keeping the crowd
interested and smiling but alsa in
getting the people o go that exlra
few dollars for the carving they are
bidding on. {(Which thay get a great
deal on anyway.)

Last but not least we truly
anjoyed seeing all those talented
canders in one place, we would like
1o commend you an your judging
system, with seven ditferent judgss il
makes it a fair decision for the
winner, | know its & wery hard job for
thern, and is rict a job that should be
left up to ane parson alone which we
nave seen done before im our homa
slate of New York,

Ihank you again o makg
the 10Mh Annial Intemational
Mautical Wood Sculpture event such
A great one in avery way. See you
all next year,

Bob & Chand Disterls
MNaw York

SOME WORDS FROM
PENNSYLVANIA

With thrae and a half months
still keft in the year 1989_.11's beena
great yaar for me.

I didn’t get to Westpart yat
but I'm going fo try harder to get
there in the year 2000,

1594 was a year for leaming,
and thanks to a great carver from
Stanton, Missouri, | have alot of
Information swimming around in my
head abaut chainsaw carving...Now |
izt gat busy and pul my arms 1o

work with my chainsaw in my hands
and see what | can do.

| have plenty of orders for
camvings and I've bean gatting a lot
of trea’s from the thee companies in
and araurid my araa. Now, like
Steve Backus says in the Jan'Feb
1999 issua” “in order 10 carve you
have io start the saw”

Gary Fatterson had a gocd
idea about a chainsaw caning
contast where the East carves
against the West. We should have It
in the middie of the United States,
like Mizsourl. The first six hour
wodlld be just chainsaws and then a
nine hour cormpetition with
chainsaws and any other tool that
will help plus painting, stainng ete.
Both contest would be judged by
judges and by caners vote. Thal
would make four first place, four
second, four third and so an.

The East coast carvars and
the West Coast carvers could pitch in
together help wise and maney wise
to gt it up and running.

Wea will need: To pick a day
and manth whan most of the canvers
are not too busy,

Wa need good wood, prize
money and a place for the carvers to
stay. We need food and drink for the
carvars and people to ssil canings
while the contest is an.

Right now I1's an wea. |
hope seme carvers will agree it's a
gaod dea and it would be greal il the
Cascade Chainsaw Sculptors Guild
with mest of or all of it's members
wiauld gat behind it and make it
happen.

| ondy have copies of The
Cuiting Edge dating back fo
Movembar 1993, Could anyone copy
earliar issues for me and send them
te: Bl Plant, 4366 .S, HWY 202,
Dovlestown, PA 18201, | would
gladly pay you far your time  and
paper, plus pastage,

On rainy days like today, |
like to read thru my back issues of
The Cutting Edge.

Here's hoping | see all you
carvers al Waslport next year.

Bill Plant

Droylestown, PA
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Health Insurance
Information for Artists

Affordable medical insurance
and appropriate healih cara ks a
migjor concern of Amencans, and
one especially relevant to carvers,
wha often have difficulty cbtaining
and keeping insurance.

In response to the crisis in
artist health insurance the Maficnal
Endewmeant for the Arts convensd a
national forum whech has resulted in
the establishmant of the Artisit
Heaith Insurance Racourca Center
{AHIRC). Adminsted by the Actors
Fund of America, the AHIRC
provides health cara infarmation
through its Web site. The
information is orgaznied on a state
by state basis since laws and health
iMELraNca covarage vary by state.
Thie infermation and adwvice 5 up 10
date and reliable, The AHIRC can
akso be contacted by telephaneg at
H00-798-5447, The wab sile URL is
<httpatfwwew. actorsiund.org/ahinc’
weww actorsiund orgiahire’=. If
you're an arist and in neead of
health insurance information you
should check this oul.

Infermaton i fine, but where
do | get some insurance? A good
placa 1o star after looking at the
AHIRC sita is an arganization called
Warking Taday. This is an urmbralla
afganization meating the nsurance
needs of freelanca warkers, such as
maembers of the Matlonal Writers
Union and the Graphic Artists Guid.
Working Today offars health, life,
dental and AMO coverage. If you
ara sall-employed and file a
Schedule C with your federal income
tex return, you probalbe aligible.
Enrofiment periods for afferings vary,
50 if you are inferested in getling tha
details, call Vivian Lam at 212/ 368-
G066, ext. 14,




































