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FROMTHE ERDITOR

In October, | fited the back of my old Ranchero with
bears, a 6ft caricature of 8 hapgy ofd woman, mramed Mama
Casells, acarved chair and headed down lo P Ansna, CA

As many of you know, when your truck Is loadad with
carvings, you reign supreme on the highway. Paople fat you cut
in, make room, honk, give the thumbs ug sign, One guy was
even video faping mae as we were stuck in traffic in Seaitfe.
"Bring the art to the peapla’, that is my thought when [ goon
fhese carving road nps.

Things wenf smaatht unill { got onfo the Avenue of the
Giants, The "Avenus" is a slratch of highway in Northarm
Caiiformia, with giganiic redwood trees rght nexd fo the rogd and
their branches looming over it.  You feel smal, real small. 'm
driving along and my car starts acting funny, Jike I'm running ouf
of gas, but | have plenty of gas, my car stows down, fhan Speeds
up, | go thru & Jitfle town Phillipsville, wondering 7 | should stop
and see @ mechanic, but | don't see any garages, no, my goal is
Garherville, a Bigger lown, nine miles away, | krow they have
mechanics there, But my carslows, down, 40, 30, 20. finafly, |

Just pull off the side to the roed. ['m silting, thinking “row what
do I do?" | must of been thers 2 minutes befors a car puils up
right behind-me, & man gets oul, comes to my window and says
“hay we are remodeling a bar a couple of miles back and saw
yau diive through fawn and noticed the chalr In the back of your
truck. [ =aid, "yeah, I'm o my way o Pt, Arena, there's & caning |
contest, but 'm having ear problems” he says “well come an
back fo town mayhe we can help you oul.” | imp my car back
fo the bar, it was called the Saw Blade and | knew sverything
was going to be ok, One of the guys working on the porch, wiff
a beer i ong fand, yelis out fo me “are you imitating that movie,
with Chevy Chase, you know Vacalion, wilh the dead
granamather tiad fo the roof,” “Ne” | said "Looks that way, l'm
going lo & carving contest but my car doesn 't want to go
anywhare.* “Whats wrong with #7° “0h, it's like, I'm out of gas”
Then the ane with the beer, puls it down and says he is the
manager of the piace, he said “don 't worry, | have a braken down
Fard truck, maybe we can swap some parts anio your car. if wa
can't, we'll dove you fo your canving conlest.”

Hi takes & look af it. and i# turns out to be sometfing
simple, a clogged fuel filter, he pulls the one off his Ford and
puls it on mine and it worfs, | was very appraciative becauss
when you're broken down and there is no aulo parts store for
miles around, your stuck, so | gave him & carving, and a choice
of either & carved loaf of Wonder? Bread, or 2 bear. Al first he
said T don't wanl nothing! Just want to help you out " | forced
him, 50 he foak the bread, saying he was tired of bears, Off1
want, feeling good By how things worked out, as | was leaving fta
said “when you get dong with the candng contest, come back wa
need some bar stools carved,” But that is a story for anciher
fime,

Jassia Groeschen
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CCSG NEWS

{Interim) President's Message

On Movember 13 and 14, Steve Backus organized
& contest at the Puyaliup Fairgrounds, and in spite of the
rain, the weekend ended with 2 number of mighty fine
African animals. We also held bath an informal meeting so
that Rick Carver of Point Arena could describe his wision of
organizing contests, and a formal meeting whers officers
wera nominated and mestings for the coming year
scheduled, as well a5 a short discussion of some other
topics.

There was 2 lot of good energy at this get-together,
It was held in conjunction with a large carving show, and as
| walked around inside loaking at the hand carvings, | heard
many comments about how amazingly good the chainsaw
canvings are, how much skill chainsaw
carvers are developing, how "Wow, you chainsaw carvers
are regl arists!”

The evening mesting was devoted to discussion of
contests and the possibility of forming a confest circuilt that
would be guild sanctioned and would work on & paint
system. This coukd grow Into @ major and lucrative series
of mvents and as Rick presented his ideas, could be a
wanderful apportunity for competitive canvers. Our maning
meeling was shor, sinoe averyone was esgar 1o get cut
there and finish their contest pizces, Besides nominating
officers, a numbar of idess were genarated for publicity,
carvers insurance, a directory, @ promotional video, group
purchasing of toals, a museum. Roy Colbert, who hes
judged at many shows, describad the system developed for
regional hand-carving shows, and there was interast in
improving our system of judging chainsaw events. A
number of committaes ware formed to address these
araae. and | would encourage any member interested in
helping ta pet invahied In this issus of the nawslatter, you
will firdd & baflol for current members to use for voling.
Keaping in mind that each officer abways brings his or her
cwn strengths to the job, here is a minimal description of
what each office antails:

PRESIDENT: Schedules and conducts mestings.
Coordinates the efforts of members and committees to
make sure that the guid is fulfilling its stated purpose of
promating the art of chainsaw carving. Communicates with
thie members through the newsletter,

VICE PRESIDENT: Works with the president, and flls that
positon if the president is unable to continue,

SECRETARY: Keaps accurate minutes of meetings and
reports on the meatings in the newslettsr.

TREASURER: Handies guild furds.

SERGEANT AT ARMS: (in Dan's words, "Ministar of Fear”)
Actually does have a function, This person should wark
with contest coordinators to ensure that carvers canving at
auild avants are conducting themseves in a professional
Fanmer,

Page 3

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: The purpose of the board of
diraciors i to ensure conlinuity and stability in the guild
They shoulkd be willing to take part in meetings and work
for the general good of the guild, appoint persons ta fill
unexpected vacancies, and be able to objectively seftle
disputes and differences of opinion within the guild. They
should have an idea of whare the guild cams from as
well as a vizion of what it could accomplizh

Each nominee has an oppoeriunity to put
infermation about him or herseff into this newsletter, |
hape that you read it and vote,  Meanwhile, Chrisimas is
coming. Get out there and carnveal

Susan Milar (Interim President)
71233 Hwy 47, * Mist, OR 57015
Phone 503. 753, 2508

MINUTES OF THE CCSG MEETING

Movember 13, 1959

An infarmal meeting was held Saturday evening 50
newcomer Rick Carver from PL Arena, Ca could present
his vision for a Professional Chainsaw Sculpiure
Competition League.

Movember 14, 1999, |n attendance 20 plus people.

MEETING DATES- 2 maetings for board mambers
scheduled for Nov. in Puyallup and Mar. in Redding
tentativaly, Further meetings to be announced as required.

MEWSLETTER COMMITEE- Dec 31st Mary, Pate
aruf Jessle are the committes to meet and disouss oplions.

JUDGING GUIDELIMES- *Educate new judges to
afiminata biasipersonal preference, “Possitle praview of
work prier to judging by the judges. “Create guidelines as
criteria fior judges.

[ * Items in nead of feedback andfor further discussion)

OTHER CONCERMNS- Make scores available after
competitions upon requast
Insurance Group projects Photo's
Guitd membar directory Docmunetaries

Museum committee-
Stave, Jesshe. Judy and Nanstie.

Grants committee-
Pete, Susan, Bill C.

NEW MEMBERS

Justin Hawland haple, Wisconsin

Suzette Hane Midvale, Utah

Carl Sickau Boone, lowa

Fobert Miller Cloverdalbe, Cafforniz
Dl Hansen Kenmaorne, Washington
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LetterseViewpoiniseldeas

MEW MEMBERS
Enjoy seeing pictures of
what the big guys are daing.
They keep me thinking, “there are
nao lmmits.*
Carl (Buck) Sickau
Boone, 1A

“Carve or Starve” how
frug! Do you have any decals
made up of that? Would love 1o
have one if you have anything
made up with that saying.

Jusfin Howland, Grizz Works
Mapla, W

Editors note:

Dear Justin, I'm currently
working on bumper stickers with
the saying "Canve or Starve” but
haven't thought of the idea of
making it into decals, Soon,
maybe bath will be availablz in
The Cuting Edge.

RENEWALS

Jessie and Cutfing Edgs,
Hey ya'll | can't say how much |
[owe the newslatter! | | onky wish |
was chasar to ya'll. Being arcund
other carvers 5 a great charge to
one's batteries. | love L
Gal Conn
Missoun

| really enjoy your mag.
Bean carving everyday with
Duane Hall. Duane and Marsha
say "hi to alll",
Mark Giese
Ponche Springs, CO

A LETTER FROM
STEVE BACKUS

{Past president of the guild}

Hi gang, “tearay” fior
glections. Please take the time to
vote! So vary imporant, | endorse
Susan Millar for president, | like
Rick Carver, but he needs maré
firnea in the Pit. But 2 dam good last
narme for a campaign slogan. Wt
a great meeting in Novemnber!

Truly a bold new beginning. Al of
the folkes nominated are paople who
will actually do something. Mekes
e glad | stuck with it. Oh, by the
way Jessie, my raign was six years
as prez. Too long a stretch, Every
twvo years would be befter.

If you all elect me as a
board member, | will continue 1o
zanva faithiully, W not, who will you
hlame stuff an? A new offics,
Sergeant of amms is being
implamented for oood reasons.
Between Judy Mc\iay, who can be
mean s 2 ratflesnaka, and Marvin
Howard, who will let anyane cut of
line, whether with verbal abuse, it's
a toss up. My moneys on Judy she
has big dogs! Lastly, thank you
Jessie Groeschen and Pat McVay
for this newsletter. It is the ool that
has made the contest at Westport
blossom and grow, without it there
wiould not be the proliferation of
contests out west, It makes me
proud thou have had a good part in
tre financing of this newskatter. It
rmade Westport & self fulfilling
prophecy! So remember o vote
and see ya.

THE SAWTESTER

BY Steve Backus

Oh, | use chainzaws hard. The
first thing | do Is shitcan tha gaurd.

Then, | paint them up pretty and
leave therm in the rain, because
thay are good stuff, they take the
pain,

I"va got good german saws, the b
ores hold up, but the litte ones
ard the medivms can fall victim &
a loose nut.

I've droppad "em, kicked "em and
fiung 'em in the truck, | don't Blow
‘em out of filter change them for
muck. It's not what the manuel
Imstructs me to do. | freat them
[ike horses headed for give.

Then them Swede saws can
really take 3 beating. Most other
saws that toe the line, run from the
Vikings with & mast pitiful delating,

iy saws are &n assoriment of
tough hardy troops that don't let
ri@ down wihen | run inta loops.

If | spend my money, | buy the
best | can, no lie, then | have them
for years, no contemnpt when they
die,

Because an unworthy sawisan
unworthy besst and believe me ok
partner they will f2(l you when you
need it the least.
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NORTHERN REFLECTIONS

EY Rob Forde

Hope, BC, Canada
oday, | stopged by Peta
Ryan's shap in Hope, B.C, |
follcsned the sound of a power
saw and found Pete hard at
work filling orgders, Cowvered in
sawdus! and surrcunded by
fowerng logs, soon lo be

pieces of artwork | is definitely Pete's "camfiort

zone”.

After four year of formal ar training
fotursing on skefching, Pete picked up his first
power saw for the purpose of carving, That

was 23 years ago, He gave up a trucking
carear that was never meant to be and has
ean CARVING Bwir Simge, Alﬂ'naugh I seea
predominance of wildlife work in Pete's
albsms he claims 1o camve pust about
anything. Red cedsar i the tree of chalce in
this area, First growth if you can get it. Like
many carvers Pete ufilizes many different
power tools to finish detailineg the power saw's
woak, A ltke burning for highBghts and a
caating of Sikikena iog home atains 12 his
faunrile finish an the larmer outdoar piscas

Pote foels carving bacomes mone
enjovable and challenging with axparienss a5
ihe detall the carvel strives for increases.

Tinis statement raminded me of whal elite
athletes might say about sporl. A bit of an
overiap here on the paychologcal benefits of
creativity and athletics. One day Peta hopes
12 run an art echool frgm his home whens
sfudents could sday and skeich or carve for a
truly umique learming experiencs in the Pacific
MNorthwest.

Fete hopes to gel to Westport or one
of the other contest one day, but finds his
schedule |s pretty full with the constant
request for canvings, Sound pretty nice
doesnil? IF you want more information on
Fate's canvings confact the town of Hope's
weh sile of www hope com,

Carve on friends!








































