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FROMTHE EDITOR

I'was uneble 1o make the meeting held in Puyaliup, WA, | was golng over the
minutes and discovered the section aboul b part about fhe discontented guild members
comglaining aboul The Cutting Edge. It was said that fhere was Inaccurate covarage of
events, omilled perinent information and lengthy delays. Let's break this down.
Inaccurale Coverage

Fm not sure what |inaccurately covered. Bub it was probakbly a carving confast.
Being a carver first and editor second, my duty is 1o focus on my contest piecs, then to rapart
o the show.  Becawse of sawdust on the brain, maybe | don't gat all the nformation but | iy,
When it comes to the production of the newsletter, - alol is invelved. 1 go over my nates that |
haven't lookied ai for Bke a month or 2o, |f, | feal | don't have all the infarmation, | make the
appropriate phone calle or emails, to people thal might know. Al and any kind help &
appreciated, |i, linaccurately covered &n event, please wiite me a letter and comest me, and
| wall print the comection in the next newsletter. i was also mentioned &t the mesting thata
farm could ba developed and given to the contest promoter. 1 would have such things as
who placed where, in the main contest as weall as all the daily minl's, sponsors, thank you's,
oo, I would be great it this form ia developad.

A word on how | do the newsletter. | assimilate information that peeple have sent
me, | iake the information that | hava and | try to find more information i | doa't have enough,
then | sit In front of the computer and put it together, its like a puzzle. Layout and design is
Inwoived, writing skilts, computer skills, 8ic, Then after that, there s malings eic, This part |
gl paid for.  Any conmbest that | go to and report on, this is voluntesr. Becawsa | think it's
benehcial o e cause. i you ane a contest promaoter or coordingtor &nd you want & greal
&rticke, hira 5 reporier and pholographer then submit me your arizle,  Or if you can't afiord
one, write the ardicle yourself and zend it to me. | pring whatever somes o me, in wiitlen lem,
Vo can pait It on paper, dise or email. Sometimes, | get the phone measage down, but i you
want it in there for sure write it!

Ommilted pertinant information

This came a5 & shock to me. | dalved further via intemat and emalled somebady
that was at the mesting “what omitted pertinent nfermation was left out? The response, |
dide'T adverise the Anderson, California show in March and didn't mention the fact thal Nyal
Thomas was 1he show coordinator o pramater for the Point Arena show.

The show in Anderscn was mentioned nthe Calensdar of Events. | didn't | realized |
was Buppese o advertise il more. Miscemmunication, This brings me to ancther point, | a
pramater or contest organizer would like their contest advertise in The Cutting Edge ofher than
& mantion in the Calendar of Evants, | is their responsiblity to ket ma know, The price is # they
come up with all the camera resdy arl work and fypesetting is 75 for a full page. H The
Cutting Edge does all the graphic work tor them it's 3100,

Myal Thomas was accidenily left out of the Point Arena articke, fas! ediion. Thiz was
an oversight and nol &n act of malice.  To all you readers, Myal Thomas was the conlest
promater and and arganizer of the show held in Point Asena. And thank you Nyal yeu did a
good joblt
Lenghty delays of the newsletter.

| perecnally dor't think they're so lengliy, maybe a few issuea in that past have bean
lengthy, like two or three years ago, but now it's just sometimes late.  The newsletler has
grown from 4 pages when | stared the first edition of The Cutting Edgs in May of 1993,
Belore me, since the guilds Incorperation, there was 2 one page bulletin of minutes hers and
there cves the years, nothing congistent. Tha concept of the newsletler was guite diferent
from repeding of minutes, which i what a secrétary does, this Inferested me, | could vary
vaguely see the wision of developing a newsletier that would go beyond misules and how it
coubd benefit us all, phus | was the only ane who knew how fo type that was also willing 1o take
on the newsletter chaBenge.  Litthe did | know | would siill be doing it 7 years later, Mow, i's
sldeen pages, (sometimes) of eourse this success ( you want to call it that) & boflom line,
respect 1o the art form, by miysel, as well as Pat McVay who helped alot, with ideas and
preone calls, Susan Millar and Steve Backus. B hasn't been an easy road  and Il b= honest, |
wanted to quit, a lew times because of some of the egos | have 1o deal with, inchuding my
own, but then | forget the politics and egos and  remembar the 95% of you whe just want tha
niews. The first [ime of the membership application goses ke this ¥ to promote public and
private awareness of chainsaw work as an art lorm, asd provide trade information, |8y o
reflect on this statement whenever | do an ssue.

The Cutling Edge is oulgrewing me, so steps are being taken to change things,
bringing new peopse in 5o | can meet the time  demands of this growing, beautiul manster
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CCSG NEWS

(Interim) President’'s Message

Hi folks. Good weather i arriving in the rainy
northwest, and perhaps in the rest of the country, and it's
time fo feel good about going out there and making
Sawdust,

| just retumed from a trip where | saw carvings of
all kinds, many of them in precicus gemstonas, silvar, and
ivory, 28 wall 28 some chainsaw wark. It aceurrad to mea
that we have an image protlem. The skill required o do
woodCanings is comparable to that needed to do other

carving, but we are not yet gelting the recognition {or
compensation) for our work that sculptors in other media
recaiva.

This year, thare are a number of cantests
planned, and elsewhers in the newsletier, thera iz a
summary of some guild adopted contest guidelines thal
ware dons in the past. It may be time to review or revise
thasza, so please feel frae o take the time and write in
your absenations and suggestions for considaration.

Meanwhite: Make neat stull, keep warm by
burning your mistakes in the wood stove.

Sugan Miller

MINUTES OF THE CCSG MEETING

Jandary 23 2000 Puyallup
Hams disciusssd wars as fallows:

-Promotion of contest in Reedsport Oregon. Show will
take place June 16, 17 and 18 of 2000 (fathers day
weokand). A thema is stil in the works, were Irying 1o get
something chalienging and fun. Anyona interested in
compating or helping with the show should contact Bob
King @ (253) B45-2115, This will be a great conlest.

-The question “what does the Guild do for each event to
show sponsorship and aid the coordination in erder for it 1o
be a Guild sanctioned event?" No answars were offered by
meatings end. Quastion askad by Bab King.

-Financial report: At maetings and the Guild account has
a balance of $300.00,

-Westport progress: Weyerhauser may be the mini contest
wood sponsor. Also, city officials now have responsibility of
the show inslead of the charter business in lown.

-Anderson Califamia show is a oo in March 3, 4 and 5 of
2000. $1500,00 first place, great attendance already exists
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as we are in with an cutdoors and sportsman’s show,
Good selling area, canving area is coverad, bring vour
genarators due to limited power availability and discount
lodging iz also available. Conlact Myal Thomas @ (707)
BR2-4027. -Reno Mevada show is still tentative;
howaver, it looks ke it will also take place this year, (Mo
need to twist my am to go to Rena...) It will ba in the
ronth of May. It will be four days on the 25th through the
28th. With any luck Indging for quite a few carvers will be
covarad.

-Concaming tha newsletler, a few board members
have volurteered o develop a form o be filled out af
each event that covers the info needed 1o report on the
show. This should alleviate some of the burden on Jessie,
Wa are also looking into an sctual show reponer o doe
phota's and complete the form we create. Still having
trouble obtaining appropriate funding to ansure thea
nowsletter is done propesy_inaccurate coverage of
evenis, omitted pedinent Information and lengthy delays
are drawing complaints and discontent from guitd
members, Still nead more advertisers to fund i proparly.
A complete and accurate schedula of vearly avens was
reguastad. A request was mads to describe guiid-
sanclicned events and separate advertisement of tham
from other events in tha newslatter, -Another location for
a Bth contest was discussaed. Some possibilties wara
brought up yet no decisions made toward that goal.

-Due to delays in distribution of the newsletter, baliols
for our election will be tallied on March 4th, 2000 at the
Anderson CaliformEa compatition,

-Peter Wiant is devaloping & web site. Let's give him the
suppot he needs for this. i is good for the antire
guild. -Boer Backus will need the names and
contrbution information of spensars listed clearty and
accurately prior to any contest. This will enable him to get
proper promoticnal advertizemant and kudos to the
peopie and corporations that support what we do.

-The segragation of "novice” and "pra” enfrants at the
canving evenis for judging purposes was discussead. |i
was determinad that it will more than likely be up 1o the
show coordinator to do that st hisiher discrelion.

-A request was made to see more artickes in the
newslatter and the wedge concerning competition
guidalines. It was requasted that these guidelines be
applicable to all guitd-sanctioned contests, This allows
competitors to know what is expected of them and what
to expect at each show aftended,

*Far any input on these or other topics please send
commeants to Bob King

(253) B45-2115 or E-mall at cervesad33d@aol.com
Thanks. -Bob-
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RENEWALS

My=self and & parner will be
opening & gift shop and bur| yard at
1127 HWY. 101, Crescent City, CA.
The name will be Exclic Redwood
Burl Ca. We hopatobein
operation by April 1, We will offer
raw redwood slabs, tables,
benches, carvings, clocks, etc.

Ray Marshall
Crescant, City, CA

Fleasa find my renewal for
another year of great inspiration.
Thank you Cuiting Edge.

My suggestion is o post
vearly a fisting of afl member
names, addresses, and phone
numbers, {Fm sure o one would
mind.} 1t would help promote the
craft through interaction amaong
members, La. leam of area carvers,
mane new frignds, ssll mana
canvinge, and hacame hatter
CAMVAETE.

Jelf Gottfied
Clataware River Woodeaning
W. Trenton, NJ

Editors Note:

Jeff, it's baan our policy not
o give cut members addresses,
because soma do mind, Sal listed
vour's and peogple can contact you,
Jefi Gottirad
Delawars Rver Woodcaning
1172 River Rd,
W. Trenton, NJ 08628

Letter from Bill Plant

The nenw laok of The
Cutting Edge looks great.

I've baen telling all the
carvers | know to join the COBG
and raceive The Cutting Edge ...
they all say they will... But | don't

see some of tham as new
subscribers yel. 'l just have to
keep aftar them.

Susan, I'm glad your the
new El-President-o. Now we can
say we have ihe most beautiful
presidant of all the chainsaw
sculptors guilds in the world instead
of saying we had the most fuzziest
face president in the world. (Don't
shave Steve)

I've: been putting money
gside for the frip to “Westport™ “The
Big Orne™ My wife (Abna), says she
will come with ma. My son and
daughter in law say they will also ba
thara. Thay live n California.

The weekend of 12 and 13
Febroary 2000, 16 or more carvers
will be carving in Ridgeway, PA.
Dennis Beach along with Rick and
Randy Boni came wp with the idea
and they are very busy doing all the
work that takes o put this even
together. The carvers hera on the
East Coast hove basn caliing and
visiting each other and it looks ke
the evant on the 12th end 13th of
February Y2k, will be almast as big
as Waestport...As you can see | didn't
say what year in Wasiport,

We have snow on tha
ground ard mare to come in a
couple of days, 5o it will be just like
we carved in Spokane, WA in the
year 1888 Al “you all” carvers from
the West Scuth, and North ara
walcome to come join us hera on
thee East Coast, whenever we carve.
I can only speak for my sall, but I'm
sure all the East Coast carvers feel
the same way. (You see Steve, I'm
a litle gun shy and careful as 1o
what | write).

After the caning event on
the 12th and 13th of February, | will
try real hard io write The Cutfing
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Edge and send pictures also.

I've been saving &l the
articles about chainsew canver from
Chip Chats, The Culting Edoe,
newspapers and magazines, since
1995, I'm sure | missed some
articles about "chainsaw carvers” |
wondar if any one reading this would
mird sanding any artickes thay have,
iphotoeopy is ok).

It would be nice to have a
ook on the “World's chainsaw
camvers”. Their name, address,
some photo's of them and thair work
and what kind of help they might be
looking for. Also, their eas on
future chainsaw carving events,

Sent to Bill Piant, 4365 UDS HWY
202, Doylastown, Pa 186301

Christmas Musein

Oy had my subscription for & year,
But the feel of the saw
has grown dear.

Lave to ses the saw dust fling.
Flayin' in thig crazy scens.

So fresh at the game | wonder bow
Or what I'll be dain® a year from now,

Placing at Wesiport was a real kick
Gatherin® supplies and courage
was the real frick.

Now the Christmas rush has mea

ammin!
Camving bears, eaglas, and
salmon!

All you guys are the best,
Think Il sit down - - take a rest,

By Jack MoEniire
Yakima, WA
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ANTICIPATION

BYBill Plant

Buckingham, PA
oday is Thursday the
Ard of February Y2,
Mine days from now
will be the “Mid Winter,
Chainsaw Carvers
Rendazvous” Year

20010,

At the lasl count 26 carvers
wifl ba at Sandy Beach Recraational
Park just Morth of Ridgeway
Pennsylvarma.

The fist of carvars attending
reads like the "wha's whao" in the
chainsaw canvers world. Outstanding
carvers like Brian Auth, Ben Risnay,
Dennks Beach, Michael Blaina, Jos
Kirwg, Rick Prat, Rick and Randy
Boni, Wild Bill Draan and others.
Outstanding carvers from England,
Germany, Muncy Valley, Pa, Dasia,
Flerda and Oakiand, MD_

I coubd go on and on, bBut you
get my point by now. | anticipate a
really great chainsaw caning event.,

Each carver will donate a
carving to be auctionad at 1600
hours on the 12th of Feb. The
proceads will benefit the Make a
Wish Foundation and the Ridgeway
Y.MLCA,

I'm rally glad to be a
chainsaw carver participating in this
event. | don't know what I'm going to
carve yet and that does not bother
meaalall . | never know what 'l
canse befora | gat to the event.

| guess some of you canarns
knaw what you are going 10 canve
before hand, and you many havea
pracficed that carving many times
before, Some day Il get to that lavel,
bt for now | will just be happy to
carve with the good carvars and leam
whatever | can, | sell my carvings
and paople always tell me how good
they are, but | still don't like my
canings yet,

FIl try to take piclures at the
avant, bul most other carving
rendezvous ['ve been too, my camera
sits in iy truck and I'm busy canandg.

I'm still Ipoking forward to
“Wesiport” The Big One. | don't
ki wihiat Ul canve thans aither.
Everything Nautical must have
alraady bean carvad, mayba thay will
change it to bears or eagles this yvear.
Mo they have already been carved
also.

Good luck _ Susan Miller
{Intarirm Prasidant)
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NEW MEMBERS

Roger Suley

Shirley Parking

Elfin Glen
Brad Sharp
Ed Babcock

Peshtigo, Wisconsin
Brillion, Wisconsin
Leggett, California
Piercy, California
Arma, Kansas





















