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'THE CUTTING EDGE

FROMTHE EDITOR

Caroe or Starve

went to Hawaii this past new
years, | beft on Dec. 31, | used
my frequent fver ticket that
tonork e, like, five years to accu-
mulate encugh mileage. [ had
$300 amd a bottle of Dom
Perignon, that a carving customer
sent up to me. He bought my
chair amd my wooden grand-
mather, Mama Castorind at a
restaurant in Ft. Bragg, Californis,
just in time, 1 was down to my
Lt 100 and Tstill had to drive all
the way back to Washington in
S my gas hog, Ford Rancheno, that
o ' ts like 12
Jessie Groeschan O e I o Hawall, & balf s
fer before the clock struck nudnight, Greernwich Meantime, which is
the time the FAA computers go by | muest adimit, 1 was a it worried, it
for zome reason the plane was runming ke, [ wasn't quite sure what
winikd hagpen during YZE in the sky. As it tumned out, YZE became the
bigpest publicized non event, thank God.  Although, YZK atfected my
compaster, whenever [ would send an email the date, January 4, 1980
would appear now it's up to February 3 1990 S0, 1 boasted in the New
Year, the Mew Millennivim and deank the bobile of Do with ey friend,
Manzanita and Jim.  banzanita said, the Dom ~tastes like champagre”
Ik was tue, nething spectacular about i just crisp and clean,

The money was going quick, so | went to FPahoa town, whech
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translates to Dagger. It boomed at
the first half of the 1900's because of
the wood mdustry and later again in
the 7U's berause of the pot ndustry.
Many local growers got busted dur-
ing the Bush years, so the towns
economy was ina depression for a
while, With an interesting history
like this you can imagdne what kind
of tolks live and are attracted to this
town, it's a magnet for characters,
And T found myself wandering
arcund it, trying o figure out how
to make §, so [ could at least explore
the test of the island and eat more
That food. | made some phone
cells to the mainland to a good carv-
ing ¢hent and good guy to boat,
Pate, the benafactor of the Dom
Perignon and | went to the local
pawn shop in town and bought a
chainsaw for $40 but 1 had no wood.
A couple of days later at Jor
Mama’s, a Litthe coffes shop, in town,
1 was painting with watercolors,
drinking coffes. Somebaody offerad

to buy the painting. [ think I could of gotben 55 for i, but I sald i was-
n't for sale. Then it got me thinking, after the potential customer left,
wheo needs wood, I moved my painting operation o Manzandias cloth-
ireg shop. [ might add It's way easier to move a wetercelor set than a
chainsaw, bar oil, gas etc. and extra borus, no sawdust

Behind Manzanita's shop, a chainsaw was baing wsed, but | did-
't hear i, | was busy pamting, Manzanita interrupted my watencal-
or session,  She said "Pete s running his chainsaw ont back you
might want to talk to him,” She is a big believer in the timing of
things, or mavbe she just wanted all of her sewing table back
Whatever the reason, the timing twrned out to be perfect. Pete and [
talked. He was on his way to cut a tree down, he said “come
along”. 1did. So, hecut the tree down and dropped it right on the
rain catchment system.  And 1 had wood to carve and all kinds of
pozsibilities can stem from wood fo carve, as vou all know,

Pate, the benefactor came through with § for a future project and
Pete, the kocal guy, my new fiend in wood, came through with some
more wood, a bit of Koa to experimest on I came back to Whidbey
furll om Thai food, experlence and in style, a whole new wardmbe ala
Manzanita clothing designs and one stop shoppling excursion. But my
rareer a8 4 waler colorist came toa halt and | had o face my landlord...

Speaking of Petes, Pete Wiant, has joined The Cutting Edge team,
he has a master degres in journalism, and has free-lanced as a phote-
journalist for several newspapers and magazines. He is also an
expert in all the latest computer and printing technology,  He will
coondinate ads, layout and produce The Cutimg Edge.

On a different note The Ciefting Edge 80 e b 2 a tool for discus-
shon and exploration, a tool to broaden cur knowledge. It's a forum
for the imapination to be stirred in this carving world of ours. 1t'san
ecknowledgment of “yeah, there's other people out there that are as
CTAZY as me, using a chainsaw” 1 also believed by documenting
carving evenls over the vears it would give the art form credibility
and respect, this benefits us all.

I respect Pat & Mike McVay, Susan Miller, Steve Backus. Jack
Livin.se:l:um,char]:iz Mi‘h:l'u.-l[, ok, I:Qr:starling the gm']d way hack in
1987, Why did they start the guild? Because the Puyallup Fair was-
n't treating them right as carvers, The fair wanted to keep their carv-
ing after they paid 5150 1o be in there. They banded together, asa
whale they wene stronger and they wanted to foster a positive spirit
amongst carvers. This Is cool. [ got involved because of the heart of
the carvers, Here's a group of people that have nothing, hardby, but
the courage to live off of what they make with there hands and lmag-
inaticns with a loud crazy tool that could kill. T don't knaw, but that
means something to me. 5o [ have a respect for all people that try
b do this. 1 wanted The Cutting Edge to serve chalnsaw carvers na
positive way .

P35, Susan, the guild president, informed me she got a call fram
a member cut in Massachusetts, he is thinking about dropping his
membership because we focus too much on contests. So, please
write, give us your ideas, suggestions on what you like to see in The
Cuftng Edge. Write and send in stoties, articles, photos {crisp and
clean, like Dom Perignon) After all this belongs o all of you.
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President's Message

First of all, I would like
to thank everyone who
wvoted for me, and let you
know that I will do what I
can for the guild and for
chainsaw sculpture. Itis a
pleasure to be involved
with other carvers,

On March 25, there
was @ puild officers and
board members mesting in
Puyallup, Washington.
The newsletter was dis-
cussed at length, and we
seem to be moving in a
positive direction.

Another big topic was the goild’s connection with contests.
There are many contests being organized, and requests have
been made for the guild to “Sanction” contests, or to “Sponsor”
contests, Well, we simplifiad the problem by deciding that the
guild should not be connected with contests at this ime except
to provide the opportunity for promoters to advertise and
report on their contests in The Wedge and The Cutting Edge.

Don't mistake our intent. We like contests. We think thay
motivabe carvers and give us a chance to show the public how
great we are. We plan to develop suggestions, guidelines, and
promobional materlals for pulting on quality contests or other
events, and would like to come up with a rating system so that
carvers may know what to expect when they attend an event,

For now, our direction will be to continue to support the
newsletter, seeking news and information for chainsaw sculp-

tors, and promoting opportunities for carvers in any way wea
can

Susan Millar

— Gusan Miller

Minutes of the CCSG Meeting

March 2000 Puyallup
Minutes from meeting af Anderson, CA. show
March dth, 2000.

Viotes counted for 2000 election of officers end board members.
PRESIDEMT- Susan Millar WICE PRESIDEMT- N':ﬁ:l| Thamas Jr.
SECRETARY- Bab King TREASURER- Bill Clingan

SGT. AT ARMS- Judy McVay.

BOARD MEMBERS- Pat McWay, Cindy King, Myal Thomas Jr. | Steve
Bockus and Bill Bruzas.

-Bab King introduced -Parliomentary procedures {Roberts Rules of

Order]. It wos exploined that the guild members shauld become famil-

iar with these procedures, as they will be slowly introduced ine the

mesfings as its format,
-Minutes from the previcus meeting were read.

-The treasurer was not present ho give the budget tobals and
activity.

“The Westpart show this year has $7000.00 in prize money.
{Steve Backus reported)

-Reno show (Myal Thomas Ir) will be on the 15t weekend of
Mary. Free roams for carvers are ovailoble. It iz a 4-day
avent, Hald at the Reno Hilion hotel. Pleass contoct Myal for
any further detoils. [show postponed)]

-Reedsport show in Juna is lacking great and is on schedule
with lats of local denations and much enthusiosm. Contact
Bob King for further details. {253) 845-2115

- request for o show to be held ot Croscent City, CA. was
made.

“White Pass shew seulphure event was o great success and
the eserdinators of the event wish to invite the guild io be
mare involved in further endeavars.

-A Mascar style point system is in the works for cur cireuit of
contests. The responsible commities is Myal Thomas Ir,
Steve Backus and Marvin Howard,

-More visual publicity for the Andersen contest, io be locol-
e within the Rv/beat shaw adjocent o our contest, was
requested.

-Myal Thomas Jr. gove a presentation concerning his visw-
paint on the struchure of the guild sanclioning process,
Please contact Myal for a copy.

~Training judges fo usa the same criterio while evaluating
waas braught up. Faems are aub and availoble for raview
and feedback. Members felt that the guild should be respon-
sible for praviding and training judges, Conlact Steve
Backus.

-The frailer for show,/confest vsage af guild sanctioned
events is ofill in progress by Dale Uoyd,

Pl McVay reilerated that the survey contained within the
Cuting Edge is to get ideas and is not to be token os current
proclice. He also stated we shill need more subscribers and
adverfisers o make the Mewsletter and the Wedge wark. Do

your part and help get people invohed.

-Mest mestings will be in Puyallup on the 25t of March
and in Reno, probobly Saturday evening. Flease conlact
Bob King for updotes.

*MICTE- IF you wish to present an item ot a guild meeting.
Plaase contact Susan Miller {503) 755-2508 to have i
ploced an the agenda. Agenda items will have priceity af
each guild mesting. Non-agenda ifems will be addressed on
o lime permitting basis.
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NEW MEMBERS
On other subjeds there seems fo be
many publications, but chainsew carving is
very limited, I'm please to leam about your
guild ond look forward to receiving The

Cufting Edge

Gordn Cook
Whitnay Point, NY.

| om looking forward to reciaving The

CuMting Edge, | have heard good things

about your newsletier from some of the
ather “East Coast” carvers.

Briom Sprogee

Vanange, P4

At first reading obout this Guild, | wos
medl Then jealeus! Then amazed of all the
pecgle carving, | hod no ideo there were so
mm'l}rm{'m pauplu duirlg what | love. Then,
fo see there's contests,  'm like in o daze.
Thanks Cutting Edge your the best, Thanks
b Bailey or | would of never found out
about the Guild,

Mark Myers
Virmanbeille, Ml

Vary good aricles, Looking forward 1o
recieving more copies.  Good luck fo all,
may the chips keep flying.

Ciavid Ferguson
Farkersborg, YrY
REMEWALS

| sure miss everyone and The Cuffing
Edge is kesping me going. | would like 1o
hear from some of the guy and girds | vsed
fo see around the Midwest, Easf areas,
Gary Potterson, Rick Trovers, The Bender
Boys, Bill Plant, AJ Lutter, Dennis Beach, Ben
Kireg, Ban Risney, ond on and on. Sorry, |
just clon't see aryone since | became fully
employed again.  Miss the conlests,
Anyway kepon chucking away at those
chunks, Love the new Cutting Edge ook

Jim Toylor
Hal Springs, Arkemisas

The lost issue of The Culfing Edge was
the best yet, you all just keep gefting balier.

Caypt. Bill
Calten Foind, MD

The Cutting Edge is great and provides
good information,
Jim Crum

Anchoroge, AK

Sarry about the lofe renewal. I's boen

o winter of “everything breoks af once”
hope that's over Bring on tha buyer’s,
Enjoy the poper, the only one | really read,
Gilbert "Bear” Kling

Grales Cresk, OR

THOUGHTS ABOUT

THE CUTTING EDGE

Wall, Folks, there hove been some com-
plaints abut The Cutting Edge. | will flat out
say | think that withaut The Cutting Edge,
there would be no guild, and | think fhat with-
out Jessie’s efforts over the last seven years
there would be ne Cutfing Edge! When she
scid she would type the meefing minutes and
send thesn fo guild members, that is what we
axpeched. Insteod, she adively ssorched for
chainsaw sculpture news from oll over fhe
couniry, sought valuable contods for tools
and carving epportunifies, cbigined o com-
puber and included photes, thereby creating
& mere pelished publieation,

The casts of publication have of coursa
risen as the newsletter hos grown. Over the
waars, subseniphions end ads have met about
bl of these costs, Tha rest hos been paid for
by funds donated by Steve from the Westpert
condest praceads, with a few exdra danetions
by generaus individuals,  Since last Juna or
s6, Jessie has been meimbursed for the costs
of procudiion and mailing, end has donated
moat of her time, Hew mony af vz wauld
confirug to do this in the foce of complaints?

S0 how can we ol keep The Cufiing
Edge coming? Already, there are ciher
members stepping up ke help with adverlis-
ing, listing ond reporting events. You
carvers out there, remember that the Edge is
our conloct with each othes.

A big Thanks 1o bessie and everyone
slse who has helped The The Cutting Edge
Edge grow.

Susan Miter
Mist, Oregon

Having just receive my Jonuory &
February newsletter reading fhe editor com-
mants astounds me, oboul the negaiive
complaints. | live in an area whene gelfing
regular bor oil is o challenge, let alone any
information obout the great business and
fun of chainsaw corving. To me this
newslatier is my link to my hobby so be
labe, something omitied or inaccurate cover-
oge, F'm not able to attend compatitiens oo
e Wiest Cacist 5o ary news of these avents
are better thon nothing for those of us
uncble ko attend!

Been involved with meny groups whers
thay bitch and complain but da ncthing
You know the old story, I'm o busy, yesh,
like yeu net, Se from me, keap up the good
work ond lof your “sge” fly. Il setfte with
fhe results.

Al Haro
Windsor, Onang
Camoda

Today | received my Cubling Ecize (VI
Ma. 1) and was a lifle saddened to recd
waur editorial,

Whet's wrang with thase nifpicking
mental microbes?

Don't lat it get to you, There are for
more people out here who do oppredial
the great work that you dol

Cheringarw Ko

Aursraia

MEW MEMBERS
Mark Colp  Lokeport, CA
Gordon Cock  Whilney Point, NY
Greg Napolitan  Frenchiown, NJ
Rick Torres  Dover, DE
Brent Butler  Union City, PA
Mark Myers  Vermontville, MI
Brion Sprague Wenango, PA
Rick Boswel  Bonnie Lake, WA
David Ferguson  Parkersburg, WV








































