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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

By the time you read this, | will
e traveling, this time in
Fintand and Swedan: | plan to
bring plenty of photos and
Fictures of wood carvings and
soulpture back with me.

This newsletier is a group
effort. Mike McVay and Gindy
King are getting it from the
printers and labeling and
mailing it to you,

When | get back home in July, |
hope you all will have sent me
news about whatever canving
adveniures have come your
way,

Be good to your friends.
Carve nice stuff.
Have a great summer

QWELCOME NEW MEMB,

(And RENEWING MEMBERS)

Jarry Chileole
Jen Walson
Billy Sullivan
Richard Freed
Fobert Geide Tracy Chastain
Fred Bero Gordon Bums
Mr. Ed Dan Winnar
Wayne de Moranville

World Famous Treshousa

Diave Westherg
Dick Mason
Rodger Lamareaux
Cave Willard




NEWS FROM AUSTRALIA
Saymour, King's Park, Saturday, 177 and 18" of February, fifleen
chainsaws reared into life, and the Stihl National Chainsaw
Carving Competition was undenway for 2001,

Ower the two days of the weekend the Seymour Altemative Expo
reverberated o the scunds of craativity at work, as the six faet
pine logs were whittled away to raveal the Masterpieces within.
Mine hours of competition time latar, with carvers using only
chainsaws, a staggering array of work confronted the judges.

Demonstrating & much maligned power tool, this event allows
audnces to view the wider range of capabilities than the saw's
normal "cutting” mode, With sculptors cutting,  planing and boring
the pine, the 15 pieces finally emerge: a seahorse, dalphin, birds,
human figures, mythalogy, and even a utilitarian letter box,

I can think of only the “Bobcat Ballet” and Chainsaw Canving
where entertainment, operator skill, and an showcase a commaon
power tool to the masses, And the people love itl This is evidant
from the large crowds watching, particularly during the two
lunchima spead carvas.

"Risky", you say? Brian Betiles, chainsaw instructor at tha
Mational Industrial Skills Training Centre, Wodonga, was Safely
Marshall on site and ran the competition with an iron hand, Star
pickets and hazard tapes secured the site, and spacing of canrvars
aliowed for safe comfortable work areas. Safe work practices are
paramount ina public arena, so carvers were briefed beforehand
about bad habits such as "drog starting” machines, and they could
be disqualified far unsale practices. (Brian has aven had
complimants from the Werkcover inspectors, for his supervision of
thie envent.

A much marg diverse range of guite accomplished wark, reflecting
the pEckgrounds and experdencs of foday's caners has raplaced
the crude pisces of aarier imes.

This yaar's compeatiticn had a number of sculpture students,
aculptors, a chef-ice carver, tree workers, radesmen, and a
professor of psychology, The competition was not Bmited to
makes, a5 two of the carvers were famales, i

Prizawinners:

This year's winner was Kaith Gall from Gympia in Quesensland
with a very stylish carving of a girl with a bunch of flowers, leaning
forward Rolding a windblown dress.

Second place won by Kevin Gilders: Bushman leaning on a post,
was a fair representation of the “Heritage Figures®, for which he is
wall known,

Third place wert to Dune Munn, for his carving of twa beautifully
animated tree frogs.

Sty and photas from Kevin Gilders , Clavion, Vicrorla, Ausrlia
[Kevin was recenily fn the slales carving in the Fene Comperition )

Keith Galls winning carving
Girl in a Windblown Dress
Seymour Australia,
February, 2001

HOLD IT!

PAT SAYS. Cram your

Il weirdly shaped carvings info a
spare fire fo hold them in place while you
are working on them._




MORE AUSTRALIAN PHOTOS

Above: Dune Nunse, Thivd place winrer- Frog

Left; Kevin Gilders, Second place winner: Bushman

Below:
Marker and Child
By Digna Palglaze

Aliove: Mermatd, B
By Rod Sheehan ;"
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1. Laser-cul from solid, taugh, anium alloy sheel,

2. Nose radius armored by extra-large deposit of
premium-grade hard-facing afloy.

3. Avatlable in dime or guarter diameter tip.

4. Availabbe in 12-in. or 18-in. lengths.

*5. FREE CHAIN! For a limited time, get & FREE
loop of chain with every GB carving bar—eaither
GB16 (1/4" piteh) or GB35T (3/8" low-profile).

*§. GREAT PRICES—$60 for 12-in.; $70 for 18-in,
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MEMBER NEWS AND LETTERS

GOLD SAGA

A Poam by canser Ellen Keslamd
In a parking lot af the very front
Of the glittering, gold, and gildang,
Thirty-gi: chamsawers carved baside
A tall twenly-seven story Building.

“Carving For Kids,” read the marquis
O th Rane Hilton Hotel,
200117 The canvers have come
With Wind blowing pell mell.

With their shirts covered with redwood dust,
A din arose from (he lol,
Of happinesa, homs, and “Pass the oll?”
The saws wera mighty hot.

Debbie passed the orange juce,
The Airforee dispensed ics water,
Lon and the mess sergeant gave oul the meals
And the competitors did whal they cughter.

The sculptures 100k Torm in spite of the warm,
The flapping Stihi flaga and Mr. Wesather.
And guiding them all, the big and the small,
Was sunstroked Mr. Feather.

Elviz emerged from a redwood log,
And 56 did a frontier man,
And somehow Feather got his sneot in the grog,
And got in & wrastling match with & guard
and security van,

A burgkar was cefeated and really run off
By heroic Mr, Myal,
A big "Thank you® cama from all,
Enpecinily Bud from Chic.

The Reverend Sandoval biessed the equiprrant
{Which of coursa, was anly right)
Enabling Echoes, Huskies, Homo, and Stihls
To run and gnaw ‘1il night.

Yes, Conrad won 'am all
With a guardian angsl and a bad kitten,
But the Michigan man carved a raccoon &nd more
Rather than a mitten.

Mostana brought a dragon to e
Meaw York, and aagle, bolh husband and wile.

The Australian carved a Kanganoo,
The Pernsylvanian carved a wizard,
So the wish to get to Reno came tre
Because carvers have a lot of Gizzard.

From Selah, W4

Susan,

Recently, & couple of things happened that made me
reflect on how much we all really must get off on what
we do, One of them was | had cancer, had surgery,
radiation and all. The Doctor told me | couldn't ift
over 20 pounds for 3 weeks, or do heavy work for a
few waeks aftar that.

Well, six days after | couldn’t stand it- figured my small
saw only walghed 19 pounds, chainsaw carving
wasn't really work, my wife could lift the wood onto my
stump, and | started canving. | didn't bust a stitch, and
had a good tme

Earlier, getting wood in the mountains | started getting
stung by bees. [ had to il a log truck the next day.
Shakesshingle guvs had bean getting cedar in the
area, so | wasn't going to leave it,

I'd go back, make some cuts fill 'd bean stung 3 or 4

times. Then I'd run through tha forest 1l I'd lost them,
regain my courage, and sneak back. This went on for
& few rounds il | was finished. | felt more like & bear
going after honey that a carver going affer wood.

| sure love what | do. You guys are the best. Get all

Mow'at tha start of the day the body can rebel
Just what the day will beng is hard to tell,

Tha mation wakes my bedy and reminds me of the dance,
Soon the meeting of saw and wood has me In its trance.

With the saw in my hand my mind is always clear,
Cnly when | put it down, do any doubis appaar.

But, with the mind swake the spirt can soar.
Mow I'm back in that place | do so adore,

Jack Mcintive
















