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Meet Your
Guild
Board

President, Susan Miller
= Busan has been a full-ima
carvar far aver thirtesn years.
Sha joined CCSG in 1285
and served four years as
treasurer bafore becoming
president.

Susan's interest in carving
goes back 1o 1967, when she
first mat Mike McVay and saw
his wonderful chainsaw
canvings. Previous to this she
had dona other kinds of
arfwaork, but had never even
split frewond.

She recalls thinking,
“That's for me.” She fourd a
saw and with Mike's encour-
agement, she began to canve,
Carving has allowsd her 1o
live in a Deautiful, isolated
place, and to travel when she
feals lika & change.

Susan says, “canving is my
bread and butter and | really
like thee challenge of doing
large unusual projects.”

She says “now we have
toals which make more

A Note
From

the Guild
President

IMany of you haws
asked, Just whad is
The Cascade
Chairesw Sculplors
Guild? When did it COSE Presiant, Susan
start? What does Milkar
do? What = it
future? How can | get involved 7 What can
the Guild do for me¥

Ir this isswe and in fulure issues, we will by 1o
answer soma of thess questions, This Cutling
Edgs issus describes the guild board and
afficers.

Cur Bylaws state that board members are
nominated and voled on by the antite membar-
sihip Tor two year erms, The Fresident and o
Fresidant ara aleo elected positions. Becauss
thary resquing certain levels of competence and
integrity, The positions of Treasurer, Secratary,
and Sgt. at Armes ame appointed by tha board

e all live al some datance fram coe anothar,
bt have =il managed fo have three or four
meetings a yaar. Al members are invited to comea
and participate, especially if thay are nterested in
becaming actiwaly involved. By sbicking to an
agenda, and by appainting individuals o gel
things done batwasn mesiings wa have accom-
plished a lct in the last few years and expactto
do e in he fulure

WY wand (o hear Troem you, whedbes you are
able o attend mestings or not,

Board Member, Bill Bruzas
- Besides baing a good cerver, Bill
is ona of thosa people with
comiman sense thal yvou can count
on. He says what he thinks. He
can be sean sathing up logs at
compettions, and works to find
opporiunidies (o exposa carvars fo
the public, He is a great stablizing
infleence for the CCSG

Vice President, Robert W.
King -

Fobert (Bob) King is the owner/
operator of Bear Macassiies
Chainsaw Carving, a business that
provides chainsaw wood sculpture
in mast any form. He has besn
carving since 1985, and he began
canving full time after being laid off
from his job as Q& inspector at
Boeing in 1959

Bob iz striving o becomea a
master of sculpting the human
form. He works regularly at the
Edgewaod Fireplace Shopin
Edgewaod, Washington whera
maost of his current work s dis-
playad,

Bob has applied his sculpture

skills invica aswall as woosd—e— |

hasewven baen knowntosculptin =
znow at the Guild's annual outing al
White Pass Ski rasort in Washing-
tan

Raizad in Reedspon, Oregon,

Bob now Ives with his wife Cindy and three children and

intricate work pessible, the community of carvers has
grown, cantests and events have becoms an important
avenue ol expasang the art form to the public, and in the
tast few vaars, inaddifion to the medium of print, we have
the internat to keap us all in touch.

“While all of this is excitng, | am at heart a caner,
What could be better than craating something that hersto-
fore easted only in your mind, and making a living, too?

She also sculpts in other materials, and draws and
pannts as well

Secretary, Cindy King - Cindy servad on the board of
dirsctors for twe yaars hefore being appointed Secretary.
Eha haz been married to Bob King for 19 years and has
thres Tarrific kKids.®

Cindy helps Bob aut on the finishing end of the carving
husingss. Bob and Cindy King also organize the annual
competition in Reedspor, Gregoen held in June.

She recently finishad her first carving of a bear. She
lokas "Bob gat tired of my telling him haw to carve so he
surprised me with my own saw.”

Cindy says she is excitad 1o ba part of the fast growing
group of chaingaw artists. She really enjoys the competi-
tions, the new places she sees, and the people whom she
and Bob meet. She says “we have met some of our best
friends through the contests and the Guild *

pet Pomeranian (Fabio) in Edgewood, Washington, He
served as secretary for the guild for two wears prior to this
glection. As far his future. he plans to continue his studies
in wood sculpture as well a8 othar mediums. Providing his
axpariences ta cther artisls, both seasoned and new, is
something Bab enjoys doing.
R Board Membar, Mike
R 1 McVay - Mike migrates

1 If . I between Alasks and

L A BT ‘ Whidbey Island in the

+ . ..." Puget Sound. He has

recaived numercus
awards for his canings
and much acclaim for his
pioreaning work i the art
and craft of canving with a

chainsaw,
His major commissioned works include a 110" mural on
the front of the Oregon Building al the 1984 Woeld's Fair
in Mew York. & 30° Paul Bunyan figure for the World's
Championship Albany Timber Carnival, and a 14' Viking
fior the State of Alaska He was recantly swarded first
placa in the Moore Maumtain Morth American Champaon-
ships at Mt Rainier,
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Treasurer, Bill Clingan - The challenging task of
being treazurar falls upon the shoulders of Bill Clingan in
Westpaort, Washington  Bill is not a carver, bul he is one of
the driving forces behind the scenes in the compatition
there, and he is an effactive advacate for the canvers who
coma ta Westport,

He and his wife, Deb, have provided a warm placa ta
stay for many carvers. If you dimve through Westport, you
will see a huge collection of carvings in front of their homa

Az a result of his eccupaticn, Bill is expert in financial
matters. He is a man of gaod sense and integrity, and wea
are forfunate to have him as our reasurer

Sgt. at Arms, Judy McVay - Judy has besn carving
sinca the early 70's and has been a guild member since its
beginning. She is well known for her two-dimensional
carvings which include bed frames, benches and signs

and, most recently, the trophy plagues for chansaw compe-

litoms. Her signs, headboards and other two dimensional
pieces are frue masterwarks

Judy has a huge collection of photos and newspaper
articles which she is organizing as documentation of the
hiztary of chainsaw caming. This 18 an incredible gald ming
af chaingaw carving history, from nawspaper starlas to
photographs, CCSG has made her the unofficial historian
and she |s working to preserve and organize this matenal

Judy is the sister of Pat McVay and Mike Movay, Her
chiidren, Steve Backus, Lynn Backus, and Boaz Backus,
ara well known in the canving world

Sgt at Arms, Manette Backus - Manette's role is to
b awara of legal issues gnd to act as a fact-finder if CCS5G
relsted disputes happen fo occur

One seldom sees a photo of Nanettaa, Sha 15 one of
thase guiet behind-the-scenes people who works hard and
makes 3 huge differanca

Marriad to Steve Bacukus, Maneltes i closely involved
in creafing competitions. Her creative fouch has given
many a cute little baar s fnendly face,

Board Member and co-founder, Steve Backus
- For many, Stave (see front page phofa) is the face of the
Cascade chainsaw Sculptors Guild, He was one of the
guild's founders and his tireless effarts and enthusiasm
have helped make it a succass,

Stave served as CCSG president for many years.

He started his carving career as a child, helping his
mother, Judy McVay and his uncle, Mike Mcovay,

His canvings can be seen throwghout the Morthwest.
Steve loves promating competitions. Ha is the creator
and mastermind of "The Blg One" featured in this issue and

hald in Westpart, Washinglon.
His generous donations over the years have helped fund
s nawsletter,

Board Member, Daniel York - Dan is the newest
guild beard mamber. He is a quiet bul positive influence.
He thinks things through carafully, He sttended savaral
board meestings before bacoming a board member He
wanted to understand the background of issues before
making .up his own mind, Dan has provided some excallent
photes for The Cutting Edge.

Dan has bved in Yakima Washington for 18 vears, He
haz been married for 14 years
and has a2 thifesn vear okd
daughter. He says he has bean
involved in art since childhood
and he began caning about
fowr years ago. He has com-
peted successfully in campeti-
tions throughout the Northwest,

You can find his carvings at
Grizzly Espresso and Beach-
combsar Spas bath in Yakima:

He says "I've enpoyed
travaling from contast lo contast
and any caning avant,

Cran says he also loves the
outdaors, espacally fishing for
=abmon and steelhead.

Cascade Chainsaw Sculptors Guild

Membership Application Form

Membership Is 32008 year and includes a subscription i The Ciiving Edze, The right
o wvote in elections snd atiend meetings. With your participation, The Guild is Your
Voice and a great place to meet and exchange ideas with fellow chalnsaw sculp-

ors! MAIL TO: Artn.: Susan Miller, CCSG, 71233 Hwy. 47, Mist, DR 97016,

Narme Date

Address

Phone Amount
Enclosed

E-mail

Website

The CCSG

The Cascade Choinsaw Sculptors Guild wos
framded in 1984, CCSG i3 2 nonprofit
arganization devaled 1o the
advancement of chainsaw sculplure

The Guoild foslers exchanges of idens and
informatlon among chainsaw sculpioes i the
LIS, and throughout the workd

Contact Susan Miller, CCSG president, ae
susaum @ huppicom il you would like
information cn becoming & member!

Steve Backus Carves
a Bear Video

peter @ northwestphoto.com




SHAVING TIPS

Get off the Dime

REFAINT FROM THE MARCH 1095 CUTT MG EDGE IESUE

by Mika McWay

About a dozen years ago, | was in my shop trying Lo
saolve the problem of why some carving bars work better
than ctherz.

The ditemma was that 8 canving bar would work fine on
one chainsaw while an anather it would tear everything up
The tip would wear away and sametimes fly apart in beg
chunks. and the chains would grind apart from the bottom
up

It didn't make sense to me, Why should everything be
fine one way and nat another? The bars mounted properly
on the saws. The chains fit well. They weren't too loose o
too Hght, There were no sprockets in the bars so different
chain gizes wouldn't matter, Alzp, the gauge was the same
on both the bar and the chain, which meant the drive links
fit and ware traveling propedy in the bar groove,

The problem was perplexing and didn’t rasalve tsetf unti
| tock & close look at kow the Ge siraps (which link the
chain together) rade the bar rails. The answer was so
ohvious it was laughable. The tie straps are rounded
somewhal on the bottam like an arch. Tha radius of the
arch varies according to chain size. & 308" [ 375) low profile
chain has a long tie strap and a coresponding long arch
With & 325 chain, the links are shorter, thus the lie strap
nas & sharter arch, Finally the 1/4 pitcn (250} chaim has the
ahartast inks and the emallest arch of all.

This meant that the radius of the bar tip had 1o vary
according to the chain that was to be used. Long links
required a wider bar tip to accommadate their greater drive
link-arch diameter. Therefore smaller chain sizes had to be
ugad on correspendingly smallar bar tips because the
larger cham cauld nat rids smoothly arodnd the sarving tip,

Confusing? It doesn’t kave (o ba 1L simply means that
the bigger the chain, the bigger the carving tip has to be
Thal beings us 1o the notorlous “Dimetip”

Coining the Phrase “Dimetip”

| was buikiing my own bars and alsa taking orders from
ather carvers. It was obvious that identification of the
different sizes needed to be something belter than * 375
low-profile-Be-strap-arch-radius. " What was needad was a

Advertise in CCSG’s
Cutting Edge
We reach avid chainsaw carvers
Their Admirers

Happening Events.
Call (503) 755-2508

s

simple name averyone could understand. | found the
answer in 2 jar of change on the shelf. With all the coins
from a sitver dollar to 8 dime arrengad sccording to size, |
started fitling each one to the underzside of the links of tha
new saw chain

Tha smallast {not the deal) coin that each chain could
ride were a3 follows:

318 (375} Low Profile rode a Quarter
325 ook a Nickel,
114 pitch ( 250) could nde a Dime.

Whence the name, Dime fip, now introduced in the
lexican of chainsaw canving, | could have cafled it “chain
dastroyar® or ‘bar buster” becauss il has became the
insidiows bene of carvers everywhera. Other than tha fact
that it has a catchy name and represents the smallest
measure, it has nothing to recommenrnd it beyond an occa-
sional tight cut. Onca aweek, mayba. Mothing morne.

Disadvantages of the Dimetip
Due to its Tiny Radius

First, even with no load, the high chain spaed puts
exceptional prassure against the tip of the bar and the
bottam of the chain, rasuling in rapid wear, Add the pres-
sura necessary 1o care wood and the wear increasss
exponantially. What it does fo the bar tip and then the chain
makes it dangerous. Here's how: The chain inits flight
wears into the end of the bar, leaving razor-sharp ndges
stieking up an the tip on sither sida of the chain: When tha
chain has worn far enaugh inta the tip, thosea ndges stan
cutting inte the meets that hald the chain together. Eventu-
alty tha chain breaks and, if you'rs lucky, falls ta the ground.
if wou'ra not lucky, ik will catch an the drive sprocket and
whip inte your leg or any other body parts that get in its

«WANTED +

Chainsaw Artists to work Fairs.
Must be available for travel
and have own equipment.

Wood furnished and daily
gucaranteed fee paid
with no selling.

Send pictures of work
and resume to:

DEAN SHORT TALENT SERVICE

1203 So. 62 Street
Omaha, NE 68106

Phone: (402) 553-3502
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