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Greetings from Oz

By Angie Polglaze

Movember saw Dennis Beach of Wapwal-
lopen, Pennsylvania, temporarily escape
the impending cold of the US northern
winder with a flying visit o Melbourne,
Austrolin, Once there he got 1o play with
the local inhabitams (Have another beer,
mate!!) and had the opporunity to experi-
ence an annal event thil stops a city, Mel-
bourne Cup Day (horse racing).  Crazy
day!

Diennis spent some of the tme carving in
my studic; experimenting with what was at
~_hond, including limestone and varioes na-
Tve teenbers. Inone e, e was eager for a

challenge; and so 1 invited him to
participate 1 a little project I had
already lined up: carving a big Mac-
rocarpa Cypress stump on the Rye
foreshore, a popular holiday desti-
natio on the Momington Peninsula.

Together, over 3 days, we carved a

giant octopus, sea shell and crab and
various other sea life forms, out of
the stump. It was hard goang as the
stumnp had a lot of deep bark lines
and was full of sand and grit. Lots
and lors of chains sharpening._it

wias st tiresome. :

Careful consideration was taken in |

the design 50 as 1o enable the
piece 1 be srecturally sownd
for climbing, much o the de-
light of thie local children who
climbed an the ooginal stump
anyway., Ower all the project
was very well received by the
local  commumity who  were

awestruck by how quickly it
wis freated (Dennis is a task mas-
lert)

It is intended that this wall be the
first of many similar projects on
] the “Blodnington Peninsula™; sub-

|| sequenily opening up mare oppor-
tunities for international carvers in
¢ | the fumee, T'1 keep you all posted,

= We then took a liste fame ool 1o
visit the M Gambier lmestone
quarries in South Awstralia and did
Iots more carvings (a0 beawtifl
material} and, .... But that is an-
other story,

Fivdo Coartesy of Angie Polplaze

Fhoto Coartesy of Angee Polglize
In the mean time, there are logs of carv-
€75 o visit here should any international
carvers wish to visit our fine shores.
Also, o competition is held in February
of each year (you can contact Stihl head
affice at 3.2 [5-6066 for more informa-
tiend

I beliewe 1that Dennis had & most enjoy-
able time during his stay here. {He
thinks all Avssies are mad LOL) bul
ask Wim yoursell when you see him at
Ridgway 204, ['ll be seeing you all
there, can hardly wait!

Lintil then, have a Happy Christmas and
New Year.
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Message from the
President

AWORD FOR MEXT YEAR —
Susan Miller

Strange to think of this as the last presi-
dent’s message 1 will write,  Ower the
vears, bemg nvolved in the guild and
newsletter has brought me many valued
fricndships and acquaintances.  Pictures
and news of members” creations have -
sprred me, as has the generosity and spirit
of sharing that seems o be characteristic of
the warld of chaingaw carvers,

Looking ahexd. Debbie is going zreat
guns on the newsletter, contests and events
are scheduled and the candidates for office
are all good and competent people. 1 think
that efter years of being on the fringe,
chainzaw carving is finally corming into its
awn a5 3 recognized art form, and the
Guild and newsletter con continue tw be
instritnental it chansaw scalpture’s devel-
DM

Maore impertantly, here’s a wish for
PEACE ON EARTH FOR THE YEAR
204,
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The CCSG

The Caszade Crainsiw Sculptors Gisld is a nons
prafit organizcan devoted o the adviriment of
chginiys sodpsure wmce | 984,

‘Wi et o foster an exchange of ideas and infior-
matice sneng Chainsre Soulpiors everpwhere

Tritg newsletter i the voee of The Chainsaw
Sculprer. Wi want your itaries, photos, lepers
and technical expertise. Yye even want your opin-
wons, Sand &l o)

COGE Mewsletber
PO Bos: 634
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Preparing for a Competition

By Mark Calp

With all the competitions coming up
in 2004 here are a few tips:

*  Suart thinking about each com-
petiton pow.  Get started on
getting nformation and ideas
for each competition foday.

= Find out what the theme is and
start vour wea for your picce.
Pul together pictures, models or
drawings, plans amd start work-
ing om them .

e Judge your own ideas with the
Juiging eriteria that ench com-
petition wses, meking sure that
your ideas fit and meet each
part of the criteria for judging.

o Prepare vourself weeks before
ench competition,

¢ Get yourself in good physical
shape

G Ghet your finances in order

& Chet wour equipment in top
shape

) Bring bots of carvings to sell
at the competitions,

= (ret 1o the competitions a day or
tww early: giving yourself time
b et et wp-and thme 1o rest

& Have a good place 1o sleep and
stay.

&  Don't party the night befose,
save the party for after your big
WA

*  Picking your wood for the com-
PeltoN 33 poing o teke time
and thinking.

o

Pick a picce of wood thal you
cam carve in the given lime

O Bigges is not always better

& Quahity always wins cver size
Do a grea sculplure, not a big
unfinished carving that needs
mare work thilt won't win be-
canze 1 is big and unfinished.

¢ Pigk a prece of wood that 15 go-
mg to leok gocd finished: color
nmd praim add to your sculpture.

= When the competition starts, pace
yourself, Kmow how long and ow
much time you will need 1 do each
part of your sculptore,

& The first day it is important to get
as much dane as you can,

G The second day you are going (o
be wred and your pace will be
slower.

& The third day vour energy will be
back but you still need io pace
yourself and. pet-your-carving o
near complenon,

& Om the fourth day there iz only
time to do zome fine finishing
wirk.

s0n the second ond third days, ask
Qther artists 0 give pointers as you
come to the end of the compettion.
Things you emight have missed or
didn’t think of  Fine wne your
seulpture, make it 2 work of Art.

sludge your own sculpture. Ses how
yoll wisthd judze it honestly.

#The big day (judging) is for every-
one to sse how their aculpiure
“wieighed in™

Remember your sculpture is being
Judged, not you or your talent.—
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By Bob King

Hi Folks,

Just a note and brief overview of the con-
test in Keedsport this vear, Thanks ta all
of our participants, all 39 of you, what o
gread tumout!  The weather, once again
was gorgeous, the crowd was extremely
enthusiastic and everyone seemed 1o én-
joy themselves.

Subl Mosthwest, Our COTPOCALe SpOnsor,
had a dominant presence at the show with
their brand new show/display trailer.
They domated over 35000 worth of
ecguipment alone o our show. 1 owe
them a lot of gratitude.

This year we were gefling a bit ower-
whelmed with all the work that goes ot
putting on this event. We wend 1o the
Reedsport Chamber of Commerce, and
asked for more help. They were fantas-
tie! A group of voluntzers, led by Mark
Bedard, was orpamized fo help.  They
were great, when we bhad a problem all
we had 10 do is mzke one call to Mok,
and he wos helping ws! We ase now
working closely with the Chamber in
making this evenl even bertes next year.
We are dlso happy 1o say that Mark has
virlunisered 1o stay o for next year oo,

We would also like w say thanks to
Lloyd and Ellen Keeland; they donated a
trailer lar this svent. Weo ased iLin the
Ehodndendron Parnce o wdvertise for the
competition and sfso used it us & stage
during the event. A big thanks zoes to
Brad, Gavlen and Chrissy Sharp who
spent many hours designing amd buslding.
It was a huge ssccess ol the parade, k-
ing first place! We gave out 4000 fivers
for the competition.

The theme this year was Morthwest Wild-
life and People. We had some really fan-
tastic carvings . One of the biggest high-
lights for us was to have Don Colp come
and compete for the fiest time in Reeds-
port.  He has been a judge for she Insz
three years, When agked what he liked
better,  judging or competing, he said
there 5 more money in competing!
Thanks for coming Don; you were a great
asset to the show!

Fhoto courtesy of Cindy King

Reedsport...

We were able to hire six very well edue-
cated individuals, to be on the judging
staff this year. After much discussion
we also made some changes in the crite-
ria.

O of the most impoclamt changes we
mude was to start taking away the high
amid low score for each carver. {We cop-
wd this from professional ice skating
compeiitions.} We felt it was necessary
by by this 10 prevent any judge's bias for
or against any indivedual carver.

In the past i1 was beought o my atten-
tion that one of the judges may have hod
a prejudice against Christian Art. As the
producer of this competition and repre-
sentabive of the judges final ruling, |
wish to offer my deepest apologies for
this incident. We have made changes 1o
avoid this type of situation in the future.
1 can only do what 1 can with whal in-
formation I have at my disposal to alle-
viate the problems

Brad Sharp, Jerry Mur, Mark Colp.
Wa}-n: L:,lr,m wEre ir mmpetilmg that
had earmed free rooms for this year,
They did this by bringing in the largest
amounts of money in their quick cirves
in 2002, Wea had a grear ime putting
wgether “Welcome” packets for their
hotel ropms.  They included cans. of
spinach, encrgy  bars, and cans of
“Whoop Ass™ energy drinks

This year's top 4 winners for the free

roemes are Brad Sharg, Mark Colp,
Davey Gagne’, and Wayne Lyon,
These corvers will each have their
rocms  paid for during  the 2004
event!

We are currently geiting ready for the
June 17th—20h, 2004 show ond 20
far things are coming topgether nicely.
Mark Colp put in the idea of “Under
the Big Top” for the theme. This
zounds hike it could prodece some
interesting sculptures_ . from horses
iy tight rope walkers. If you think
that you have a better idea for the
theme, let ws know, nothing 15 set in
stome vl

In closing, I would like to say that
every competitor that comes o these
eyvents is very important in making it
all wark.

We realize the sacnfices you make o
attend: the loss of carving time
home, cost for fuel, hotel rooms and
food all wdd wp. T hope that even
when you don't win the moncy that
wou-are siall ahle o take home. some-
thing in the way of knowledpge, new
friendships, and maybe even a warm
fuzzy Fecling. T aruly believe that art
15 in the eye of the beholder, just be-
cawze you didn’t place should not
devalpe youwr art. The person that
sells their pisce to someone that wali
fruly love it and take care of it is also
a-winner. -
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And the Nominees Are...

President

Bill Bruzas,
Tacoma WA

Beswles being an award win-
ning carver, Bl is one of thoss
people  wilh comemon  sense
that ywou can count on.  He
says what he thinks. He can
b soon selting up kogs al the
competitions, and works to find
opporiunities o expose canvers
to the pubdic. He is & stabiliz-
ing influence for the CCSG.

Vice President

Trace Breitenfeldt,
Yakima, WA

Trace has been carving for 12
yaars, 10 of those full time. He
iz a very talented carver and
well versed in other art forms
as wel. He s the owner of
Cabin Fever Canaings, an intar-
nal bpased canving gallery for
10 years. Trace has a lot of
graat ideas for the guild and for
tha grewith ol chamsaw carn-
ing.

Trace got his start in chainsaw
caning whan a raal bad storm
blew a tree down on lop of his
grandparents house. He rae-
manved the tree and decided to
try his hard at chainsaw carv-
irg ..

Board Members

Steve Backus,
Clinton WA

For many, Steve i the face of
the Cascade Chainsaw Sculp-
fors Guild, He was one of the
guld's fownders and his ftire-
less efforts and enthusiasm
have hefped maks it a

success. Steve served as
CCGS  prasident for many
years

He started his caning career
as a child, helping his mother,
Judy MoVay and his uncle,
Mike McWVay, His canvings can
be seen throwghout the North-
wesl.  Sleve lovas promoling
compelitions. He s the craator
and mastermind of *The Big
One® |, hald in Westport, WA
and featured in the last issue

Wayne Lyon
Clearlake, CA

Wayne has been carving for
10 years, 5 years full time, He
got his start in carving with
Troy  Shankkes and was an
apprantice for Mark Colp be-
fore opening a vary successiul
family run, carving store early
this year, Bears, Bears, Bears
in Clearlake CA. His wite, Jen
and his kids halp in the store.
Wayne wante lo get the guild
up and running ke naver be-
tare.

Mike McVay,
AKMWA

Mike migrates Detween Akaska
and Whidbey |zsland =n the
Fuget Sound. He has re-
ceived numerous awards for
his carvings and much acclaim
tar his pioneering work in fhe
art and craft of carving with a
chainsaw.

His major commissioned warks
include a 110° mural on the
front of the Oregon Bulkding at
the 1964 World's Fair in Naw
York and a 30 Paul Bunyan
figure for the Worlds Champl-
onship Albany Timbar Cami-
wval, and a 14' Viking for the
State of Alaska.

Susan Miller,
Mist OR

Susan has been a full time carver for
ovar thiteen years.  She  joined
CCSG in 18985 and served four years
as treasurer before becoming presi-
dant, now would fike to confinue o
be on the board.

Susan's interest in carving goes back
o 1967 when she first mal Mike
McWay and saw his wonderful chain-
saw carvings, Pravious o this she
had done othar kinds of artwork, bud
had never even split firewood

Susan also sculpts in other materials,
and draws and paints as well.

Angie Polglaze,
Yarraville, AUSTRAILIA

Angie has beon a full me chainsaw
carver for ¥ years now and is very
passionate about the ar form. Angie
travels & ki, going to as many cand-
ing avents as she possibly can. An-
gie has a lot of ideas for the banefit

CHAIN BAR REPAIRING

| Custom Bar Manufacturing and ||
Complete Repair Service

GOOD PRICES
GREAT SERVICE

Bill Davenport
Todd Bossert

5425 SE Johnson Creek Blvd

Portland, OR 97222
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! CASCADE CHAINSAW SCULPTORS GUILD MEMBERSHIP ;
! I
I 1
! I
: [ ] Mew Application [ Renewal :
|
i Date: | | :
! I
‘ll Malling Address: ] _I :
] f | |
= City, State Zip | | :
! I
I
: PHOMNE: | | Email: | | i
I |
I Membership is $20 a year and includes a subscripfion 1o the Cutting Edge, the right to vote in elec- |
'I tions and attend meetings and the opportunity to show off your carvings and ideas in the newslatter. I
I Clip and mail with & check or meney order for dues to: CCSG, PO Box 624, Millon, WA 98354-0624 i
I [
I |
1 !

STOLEN

This carving of a &' dragon was
stolen from the fron yard of Rick
Boswell's home in Chehalis, WA
the second weekend in July 2003,

faemi e b M0 the next
issue....

J00-745-9554 or email address;
boswell@gquik com

ff anyome has  recently  solen
carvings, please spbmir a piciure

with a brigf descriprion and con- Election Results
fact informarion.  We carn then oll

keep an eve our for these pieces, - Lﬂ:‘?" ﬂf P hﬂtﬂj‘

Even ff just one is recovered the ||| And much
efforr will have Been well worth

it. — Debbie maore...













