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“The Ridgway Rendezvous ‘06

FPlebo and Savey pountery of fick Fool

[t ig she beginning of May already and f-
naily there is enough of a break in the ac-
tion t0 teke the time o document my ex-
perence of the 2006 Ridegway Chainsaw
Carving Rendezvous. It's always an experi-
meat i human nature, You coubdn’t set
foot m Ridgway without knowing some-
thing special or at least different &5 going on
I the ared. Mever could exacty pat it into
words, but there's this feeling, happens
every year, [ think maybe in pan it's the
opportunity w excel in a vedy coeative envi-
roniment, & chace W express ourselves, 1o
coamimulcase in vertal and visual dialogues
wdth peopde thad have had similar creative
challenges, It's & chance to share with the
world; it's a bridge o our fellow man, a
place for us and our children o really ge
the fidea of who they are in relagonship w
thez world.

The medka coverage this year went right 1o
the top with CBS coming from Mew York
for & moming show dig. Several carvess
were ieterviewed and the Chief of Police
sang snd played his guitar for the naton.,
DY network and the local public elevision
oetwork were alse on hand o film the
evenl. Several articles appeared in big city
newspapers and jist last week an amiclke
was published in a Philadelphia area Travel
section. We also gained some ground this
wear with a grant from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts who also senl a represen-
tative 1 interview several chainsaw artisis,

As in the past our T-Shin this year wag
designed to highlight someone who has
comtribaed 10 the prowth of chainsaw carv-
ing. One of the forerwst female chainsaw
artists, Jessie Groeschen, published her first
chainsaw history book with Fox Publishing.
Her effors produced a book that belongs in
ewiry artist’s library.

Carvers found the longer, ten day Rendez-
vous & kor more relaxing with more

time to spend with friends,  Mormmgs
were spent al the Appalachian Ars Stu-
dix with coffer, donuis and a hot fire in
the wood swove, WVeteran carvers gave
seminars and demonstrations throughout
the week and shared mformation on saw
tintenance, soulptural design, jodnery,
Judging events and poower carving. The
Appalachian Arts Pottery and the Obkd
Fine Press print shop wese open on
Thursday aftenoon for carvers (0 experi-
ence working in other artistic mediems.

Outstanding fee carvings were created on
both weckends with Wayne DeMoran-
wille supervising the construction and
CArving,

The weather belped preserve the we curv-
ings this supervising the construction and
carving. The westher helped preserve the
we carvings this year being cold and dry
and helped keep the Remdezvous field in
good shape as well,

Live music and lots of good company was
on the evening apéhda throughow the
wezk. Ewening meals were available at
local clubs &t very reasonable rates and
some for free, The Open Mic night for te
Carvers Jam was over the top with some
very talented carvers firing up licks on gui-
tays and drarms.

Pumssutawney Phil the famous weatherman
groandhog was a special geest this year
along with Wanda Shirk, & local celebrity
“Burvivor” contestant,  Our kopo this year
feamres George Maurus from Genhany.
When we saw the picture of him taken at
the 2005 Rendezvous we knew that it was
the perfect match for our signature phrase
“Lifie Exceeding the Diream’™.

Twn tractor-trailer flat beds were used as
staging and filled with carving ovesflowing
across he entire front of the auction arca.
And o very experienced ground crew
boaded carvings for the next several hours,
Mever fails, the bar was raised agsin this
year with some custanding advancement in
the quality of the carvings. Ken Sheen and
Randy Boni worked over a large bear and
ook top ot auction at 32330, Larry Bums
was second at 31075 followed by Hiromu
Kurita at $1025 and Ken Tynan ag $1000,
The todal at auction was 530 900, Al mon-
ies left over from the Rendezvous will be
domated 10 the Make-A-Wish foundation
ard the bocal YMOCA.

Mext years Rendezvous is set for February
17tk w0 the 2Tth. Hope va all can make it
‘couse  after all that's what make ¢
Thanks w all of you for moking the Ren-
dezvous one of life’s valuable experiences,
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Where do we go from here?

As many of you know the guild has been
arpund for many years. There has been o
lot of “falling outs™ amongst board mem-
bers in this time. A few months ago we
onee again had several board members step
down from their positions for various rea-
soms. We have hod several onginal mem-
bers show interest m geming back on the
board,  If you followed this sapa on the
forums. you know there are a Job of individ-
ual conflick m the history of this guild.
There have been a lot of strong opinions on
where we should go from here.  There are
three that keep coming up over and over,

We have decided to solicit the members® [

THE CUTTING EDGE
The CCSG
The Castads Chalrsaw Solptors Guild & 2 sonprefit crgand-
mxton devaied o the idvincieveat of chaingiw soulpiuns
since 1984,

‘Wiz et to foster an exchangs of ideas and mlormetios
amang Chaireaw Soulptors geerywhery,
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opinions. S0 we are asking you o take the |

time to give your input o where you feel
the Cascade Chainsaw  Sculptors Guild
shouid go from here,

I will give you a synopsis of why people
fizel strongly about cach of thess chokces.

A Bringmg m founding memberss and
moving o in a positive direction.

B. Rearganize and Bename e Goikd.

C.  Merpe CCSG with UCCG

A, The supporters of this optien want &0

move on from the negative his-
tory and baild on the positives,
They fike the idea that the guild
Tas besm arouid fos many years.

B. A prowp of past board members want
[ paricipaie but do ool wanl
thebr reputathons tarmished by the
reputations of past board mem-
besz of the guild. We would
keep the Cutting Edge newsbet-
wer, just re-file and get & new tax
pxempt number.  This  would
bring onto the board some of the
carvers that helped in pusing
together the original guild.

C. {Cascade Chainsaw Sculptors Guild
merges i with  the  United
Chainsaw  Sculptors  puild  to
form ame stronger voice for chaln
S3W CATVELE.

W will be looking for your input after May
ith on the foroms,  senl off $0 10 amives
before May 207, We will be meeting in
May 10 go over these optbons and will be
reporting back 0 you in the next issue of
the newsketer, —

Send it =l to:
OGS Missadianer.
P Bow b4
ilkor, WA, GEI5-0E24
dbeesyialn
| ADVERTISE WITH US!
| Get your message out to
| hordes of avid carvers!
i
Full Page: § 200.00
Half Page:  § 100.00
CQuarter Page: § 50,00
Bus. Card;  § 25.00
Classifieds:  § 10,00/20 words

AMMUAL CCSG BRQ

WHEMN: May 20th, 2006
WHERE: Bear ina Box [Formerly Kenay's

Bring your favarit pot luck dish.

W you have any quastions on bow to get there,
please call the store st 3601759570 or small

L E T

ghenvwrmanifiiyabos

s, eechneal
e aubjeet toapace svailabilloy,

The Cutting Edge is published b-monthly by the Carcade Chalnsaw Sculprars Girdld.

The Citting Edge newsletter is the woice of the CCSG, We want 1o e your stories, photos, opin-
expertise, or any oher ems you'd like io shase with vour fellow carvers. Publication

Tar submit editariale, including photes, pleass contact Deb Breivenfalde i Email: deb@&ecsg.info
Mailing Addresez: Edivor, OC5G, PO Box 624, Milton, W A 98354-0624
The Cudting Edpe.
is finameed by car
members,
nnd by o generous advertisers

Thanks ta all of Yoo fee helplng us grow,
W webcome rews. apinsors and articles and photos from Chainsaa Carvers.

Check out the webs

nttpatiweww.nerwor kS comdHid e Faram 1 18564
{The Carving Past — Jor King®s forum with consiant tralfic and commend}

It ptionowscbeal pesn wrscl plors.com:

herpeiterww metuorkSd com'Hide Forum 94834
{The Cotting Edge Formm)

And
httpuarwrw.cosg dnfo — (OCSGs Wihsite)
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Exceeding
The
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