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Westpord, Washingion, Estonia, Finland and of
course our own, Pat Jerownback, in Hong Kong. An
internafional issue, indeed, The spirit of sculpture with
the efficient chainsaw is alive, wall and growing all
aver the world!

The annual Wesl Coast Championships hald in
Wesipon, WA, dawns on July 31st for the seventh fime.
1980, In the beginming, the flrest contest was held with &
canvers,

Today, the contest will attract at least 40
carvers. This substantial improvement is due to the
hard work, determination, and the lame woodcaning
spirit of a few people, who have cedar hearts and
sawdust running thru their veins,

O the olher side of the world, in the country of
Estonia, lies the city of Tallinn, nestied on the shores of
the Gulf of Finland, with Helsinki oppoesite them,
Stockholm to the West and Leningrad to the East. On
the day the Westport contest ends, in Tallinn the spinit
of woodcarving will continua and begin again, the
International Woodcarving Symposium, Wood "87.

Like Westport, this large sculpture event was
being malded and formed for the first time in 1980. 1,
ton, was just a dream to a few in Estonia bul with their
sawdust blood pumping in their veins, the dream
became a reality. Seven years later the event contives.

in 1996, they had 28 carvers participate mainly
from Estonla but other countries as well! Greece,
Argentina, Finland, Lithuania, Greal Britain, lreland and
France.

The two events cannot even begin to be
compared as to the philosophy as to why or the
enticement as to come. It can be compared In several
other areas. Lamge pieces of wood to carve and  there
s & tme limiA. Thus, both events highly recommends

the use of chainsaws. But the chainsaw is not the

FOREWOR

TOCUE Of the event, athough 3 valuable tool in sculpiure,

the emphasis is placed on quality, CQuality of the art
work.

Two different wood events  happening at
relatively the same time.  The chainsaw is tha unigue
tool that keeps us connected. Together with the spirit
of creating wood sculpture, they're no boundaries large

anough o p nt from getti know ot like us.
/’”% -
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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT

WESTPORT ALERT!IN

&'ll make your plans folks!! Come one,

come alll! £2.250, plus prizes for first

ptace! Pretty nice, huh? | realize what an
effort it i3 Lo travel to an evenl, especially if
it's out of slate but | assure you that while you are in
towin you will be recoqgnized and appreciated for
your effort, A big free meal at Cowboy Bob's awails
you on Wednesday evening and lunch stuff every
day. So if you can crawd into town with & chainsaw
on your back we'll faed ya, fill your saw up, and
prog you up in front of & log Thursday morming!

Az for motels, you can call the \Westpon
Chamber of Commerce at 1-800-345-6223 or 1-
360-266-3422. Be sure to tefll them you are a
carvar, and whene you're from and they'll be nice o
you! Poppy at Ken's Court motel would lke to have
all carvers and it's one of the most reasonable
places in town. “We're not fancy, but we're clean”
is her moflo. And besides, if all carvers stay there it
kired of keaps the trouble in town in one placel

There is a mini contest each day, Same as
before, same, same, same. Pay, donaie, or carve
bat you got fo carve in it to win. You can pay
5150,00 for the entry fee or donate a8 canang 1o the
auction. Even a little cheap canving if you wand
Lef your conscience be your guide!

This money is funnated right back into he
eomtast and what's leftover goes inta the Guild's
General Fund, This allows us to make this caning
contest have the best ST we can gel our hands
on. Ribbons, judges, sweepers, and cleanars, elc,
etc. Wood, prizes, printing, etc. elc.

The Chainsaw Carver's Guild is one of the
biggest sponsors of the event and the auction i a
climax 1o a greal day. A show by itsel! And
$500.00 goes to first place on Saturday in the mini
cantesi|

I've sald my plece and hope you folks make
plans and come there. Good campgrounds, private
and public, This here s God's honest truth bat we
easily have room for 60 carvers. Maybe 1000 I'd
leve to iry. There's wood and room, what else do
we need? So be a part of carving history. Dont led
this unique opporunity slide past again. | mean il
Live on the edge, jump into the fray and say o
yourself, "Yes, by God, I'm going this fime and | jus!
might kick a liftle ass!”.

Steve Backus
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CHAIN BAR REPAIRING

Bill Davenport owner of Chain Bar
Repairing lefl 8 message on my answaring
maching, Ihanks for the information and
guilance your massage providad,

A few days after that, the carving bars
you repaired for me arived by UPS. They look
like new! Thanks for gaoing that extra mile. It
really is appreciated. |'m sending a copy of this
fetier to The Cuffing Edge in the hopes thal
they will publish il because | think my feliow
subscribers would want to be made aware of
the considerate and expert service that Chain
Bar Repairing provides,

Doran Law
Cvergaard, AZ

REMEWALS

I'm sending my $10.00 - plus. The
newsletier looks great! | see it took .55 to mail
it. That's a laof of money when the guild has so
many members.

Like Steve (Lame Duck) Backus, | also
believe in the guild and fke so many oihers, |
leve the newsletter.

B Frant
Doplestown, FA

EDITOR'S NOTE: Bilil says he has planty of wood
4366, U5, Hwy. 202 in Buckingham,
Pennayivania amd all carvers are wealcomae (o
come and carve,

AN INVITATION

To all fellow chainsaw carvers (and their
families). If you'd like fo Stop in and stay a
wihiie in So. Galiformia, The Dowlings extend
and apan invitation o you, Baing fhat traveling
is not cheap, it helps if you can save some
bucks by not having to shell cut § for a motel or
campground.

Fellow carvers welcomed me and my 2
kids this past summer when we took 8 working
vacation around the West, We stayed with four
different canvers, families and they were all
wonderful people.

We live in the High desert near Victorville,
CA-just on the other side of the Siemras from
the LA area.

One of the best things abowt going and
paricipating in the Westpor Competilion was
enjoying the camaraderie of other carvers,
something there is litthe of around these parts
(ot that many chalnsaw carvers down here). I
you'd like to stop In call first, Grace Dowling
(Formery Grace Hamiiton) (519) 244-0147
Thanks.

Grace Dovdng
Hasperia, CA

= - ~ Pages
Ralph Gotham Kalamazoo, Michigan
Dion Dykema Sequim, Washington
Brian Bartow Grants Pass, Oregon
Hawkins Brothers Shelbing, Missour
GUILD MINUTES
=

Minutes of meeling held al Cascade Restaurant, Everedl, WA,
Feoruary 15, 1997

Compiled by Todd Foreman, Secretary
14 membars present

Topics of discussion:  Newsletter, Competitions, Eleclion Term
Limits and Elacting new officers.

Mewsletter: Jessie explained why the newsletter was |ate in
coming oul. Stéve was saying that the money was to come in
to help pay for the nawsletter through dues, contasts,
advertising. Todd Whited wanted to see the adverlising prices
printed up in the newsletter. Todd would also like to see a best
bear picture contest in the newsletter. A bedget was set &t
$1000 an issue, including Wedge to pay for printing, supplies,
expensas, phone calls, stamps, and editor, graphic layout
wages, e, The budget will be reviewed in a year. Budget
approved by all &t the meating.

EBREAKDOWN OF THE NEWSLETTER

Printing costs of 12 pages 5226

Stamps 200 & .56 110

Supplies, paper, ink for computer, §75
diges, film

Expenses, phone calls, ferry fare 340
(o printer) copies, etc
Fee pald to Editor 200
Fee paid to graphic |ayout person 5200
Mise. expenses and Wedge budgst §150
TOTAL 51000

Election and Term Limits: Election nominaticns will be
held thru the newsletter and voted on thru the newsletier. A two
year term limit was set on the President. Vics President,
Treasurer, and Secretary.

Fat Mc\Vay has mation that Steve Backus be an event
coordinator. Steve Backus will be president until June,

Contests: Weslpor., a flyer to be made up so it can be
passed argund year round. Saquim contest, Buzz Brother Bob
and Don Dykama will take over this contest for this year and
hawe sccepted it as & guild event, Puyallup contest will be heid
over Fathers Day waekend.

New Business: Todd Whited had wonderful news that he and
his wife, Melinda are expecting their third child. And finally our
president and his wife, Manette will ba the proud parerts of their
second child.
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TALES FROM THE
CUTTING EDGE

John Ketonen
Barre, Massachusetts

n 1990, my wife and | were traveling along with my parents in
Finland. We rented a car and were driving around the country
visiting relatives and sight seeing. My dad speaks Finnish
fuently s0 he handled the ransiation part.

As we passed a coffee shop oul in the country, my wife sald she
noticed some chainsaw canvings oul in front of the coffee shop. |
immediately turned the car around and sure encugh, there were bwo
carvad owls and a carved man. We went into the coffes shop and my
dad asked the guy bahind the counter about the carvings, The guy told
my dad that Paavo Tinonen who lives in Kerimaki made the carvings.

We were headad in the direction of Kerimaki so we decided to
call Paavo. My dad made the call and got directions to Pasvo's housa.

HAWKINS BROS.
SERVICE CENTER

WE SELL CARVING BARS!!!
1/4 PITCH SPROCKETS
1/4 PITCH CHAIN

specializing in old and new
Homelite and Poulan Parts

JCT., HWY. 15 & Bus. 36, Box 348
Shelbina, MO 63468
573-588-4731 Days
573-983-2441 Evenings

Guild Positions
Opening Up

Fortunalety, because of the midnight sun, it was still lighl when we for new board mambers and

found Paavoi's house at 9;30 pm, officers, including President
Thera ware woodcanvings everywhere. Insteaq of raguiar Just & reminder on what the guild

beams, three small wooden bears held up the roof of his back poreh, is about. The guild was formed for

We pot miserably lost and it was getting wery laie in fhe evening, T he Guild will be having elections

Oneca again my father had 1o translate becausse Paavo spoke no
English and | only know a few Finnish woeds. | showed Pagvo soma
photos of my work along with & few newspaper articles about my
carving. He didn't appear to be Impressed!

Bui he was out to impress, still wearing his bedroom slippers he
grabbed his Sachs Domar, Holding 8 small piece of wood with his foot,
quickly he carved a squirrel. He signed the carving and gave it 1o me.
We had fo move on even though Paave wanted us to come back fhe
nexl day o go for a boal
ride and {ake a sauna.

After seven years, | still
have the “three minute
squirrel” that Paavo
carved for ma sitlling on
my refrigerator!

John Ketonen and his friends

promotion of chainsaw sculpturs a5 a
contemporary American art form, I was
incorporated In 1986,
Qur goals:

To create an  awareness of
chainsaw sculplure 85 a conlemporary
American art form.

To create a positive environimel
for sculptors to mast, exchangs ideas on
design, technigues, resources, through
coniasts and Symposiums.

To foster a posiive and creative
ensrgy amongst members.

Mew goal:

To establish & museum for
permanent display of chainsaw sculpiug
produced since the emergence of tha
chainsaw during the 20th cenfury. (This
could be a dying art, who knows we may
all be using laser beams in the 21st.)

If you believe in what you do, s
a self motivator, have a Qensrous
attitede, have Innovative ideas, abie o
work with others and want to see the guig
go onto the next plateau, please consiger
becoming an officer,


































